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Mercy
Hospital to
Develop in
South
Gorham Bill Ambrose

At the May 4 Planning Board meet-
ing, a developer revealed plans
for Mercy Hospital to build a

Primary Care medical facility at the
former Hansen’s Market located at the
intersection of Route 22 /County Road
and Route 114 /South Street.The
development company, Bateman
Partners, LLC, has worked with the
hospital on other projects in the
greater Portland area. Mercy Hospital
intends to lease the site from the
developers.

Tom Greer, the project engineer from
the firm of Pinkham and Greer, told the
Planning Board that Mercy was seeking
to develop a medical facility similar to
those already built in Westbrook and
Windham. He stated that upwards of 35
people would be employed at the new
care center, serving the South Gorham
community, as well as nearby surround-
ing municipalities.

Greer went on to describe the
improvements that Bateman Partners
would make to the large site.The
enlargement of the parking lots and
ambulance access bays are planned,
along with several aesthetic enhance-
ments to the façade and roofline of
the building itself. Interior modifica-
tions would include a division of the
large space into smaller areas, and the
installation of a dropped ceiling. Greer
said that Bateman envisions a future
development of the entire site to
encompass other medical uses and a
day-care center.

Hans Hansen, the former proprietor
of the market, retains ownership of
the remaining acreage. In a subsequent
interview, he stated that he would be
working with Bateman and other part-
ners and investors to devise a new
master plan for the rest of the proper-
ty. Hansen said the medical facility
would be a great economic benefit to
the South Gorham area.

A Site Walk of the project was held
on May 14 at 6:00 p.m.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 15

Middle School
Fields To 
Be Fixed Bill Ambrose

The new athletic fields at Gorham
Middle School will soon be
repaired so they will be usable by

students and town residents.The two
large fields, constructed in summer
and fall 2008, have been off limits to
everyone as the turf has not properly
taken root.

The Town’s School and Recreation
Departments anticipated that the
fields would be ready for their shared
use by the spring of this year at the
very latest.The situation complicates
an already difficult shortage of athletic
facilities in Gorham.

Impact fees that the Town collected
from builders of new residential prop-
erties paid for the fields, built at a cost
of approximately $700,000.Town

Paul Willis of Willis Real Estate was
honored as Gorham Business &
Civic Exchange’s 2009 Business

Person of the Year at a reception held
at Crockett Interiors on May 7.

Upon accepting the award,Willis
thanked his parents for raising chil-
dren who understand the value and
importance of community service. "I
would like to credit my parents,
Bertha and Rusty Willis, for my being
able to be even considered for this
type of recognition. I was blessed to
grow up in a loving home with par-
ents who valued education and being
a positive part of the community.We
were taught and shown that we all
need to help others, whenever you
can, however you can,” he said.

Besides being an active member of
First Parish Church where he has held
a number of leadership and support-
ing roles over the years,Willis has pro-
vided over twenty scholarships to
graduating Gorham High School sen-
iors and has served as President of the
Gorham Chamber of Commerce.Willis

Paul Willis was named business person of the year by the Gorham Business and Civic
Exchange. Pictured (l to r) David Willis, Willis Real Estate and son of Paul, Jason Beever,
the 2008 recipient, Paul Willis and Dede Perkins, Executive Director of GCBE.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 14
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The Baxter Memorial Library held several activities 

during the April Vacation week.  

Photo credit Martha T Harris

Audrey Laskey, Associate Relations Manager at Hannaford, presented Gorham High
School Principal Chris Record with a $1000 check after Gorham High School received
the most “School Dollar” receipts for the Hannaford Helps Schools program.  

Hannaford Helps GHS

Photo credit Martha T Harris

 



N E W S  F R O M  A U G U S T A

Marriage Equality in Maine
Sen. Phil Bartlett

On May 6 , the Maine Legislature
approved and Governor John
Baldacci signed into law an impor-

tant bill: L.D. 1020,“An Act to End
Discrimination in Civil Marriage and to
Affirm Religious Freedom.”Marriage
equality is an important civil rights
issue, and I am proud to be a co-spon-
sor of the legislation.

Currently, Maine law recognizes mar-
riage as a crucial building block of our
society.As someone who is married
with a young daughter, I agree with
this. But currently, same sex couples
lack many of the basic rights that my
family has.These rights include the abil-
ity to use properly accrued comp-time
to care for a sick or injured spouse, pro-
tections under the worker’s compensa-
tion system, the ability to choose a
“joint and survivor”annuity under a
defined benefits plan, and the ability to
file taxes jointly.

Adapting the definition of civil mar-
riage to allow same-sex couples these
rights would provide equal treatment

under the law.As
such, it is important
to note that this
would in no way
alter the rights of
religious institu-
tions; no legislation would force any-
body to change or conceal their reli-
gious beliefs. Currently, some religious
denominations in Maine solemnize mar-
riages between same sex couples while
others do not.With the adoption of this
law, churches would continue to make
their own decisions on what marriages
to recognize.

This issue stirs up many emotions. I
deeply respect the convictions of those
on both sides of the debate. But when
looking at the issue from my perspec-
tive as a legislator, an attorney, and most
importantly as a husband and a father, it
is clear that the time for equality is
now.The Legislature’s and the
Governor’s actions make it clear that
Maine continues to live up to its motto,
“I lead.”

Dear Gorham Times,
We would like to thank everyone

involved that helped make a great day
this past Saturday at the Gorham Block
Party.  A very special thanks to Cindy
Hazelton and the staff of the Gorham
Rec. Department, Lisa at Party Time
Rentals, Dana and Dan from Gorham
Public Works, Gail Babick from WGAN
and Jesse from Gorham Fitness Studio
for his artistic abilities drawing the map.
The weather cleared off for the ballplay-
er’s kick off parade and Centre of
Movement, Stillson School of Irish
Dance and the boys from $1,800 Shoes
were just terrific!  

Nancy O’Brien
Great Falls Construction

Dear Gorham Times,
I am writing in reference to the May 1

Gorham Times blotter entry: “Shaw’s
Mill Road caller reported an auto body
shop was not letting them retrieve their
vehicle even though all costs had been
paid.” 

The vehicle in question referenced in
the entry was towed to my shop in June
of 07.  I paid for towing of this vehicle,
as well as a previous towing. In Oct. 08 I
asked owner to remove the car due to
impending snow and mud. The owner
didn’t call back to have the car removed
until the car was buried in snow which
meant it was impossible to retrieve.  In
the spring when the snow began to melt,
I spent 3 days shoveling out the car for
the owner, the car wouldn’t start and had
2 flat tires, and this was March 26. At
that time I called the owner and asked
them to retrieve the car. The owner final-
ly showed up at the beginning of May
wanting the car. All charges owed on the
car were $600. I let the relative have the
vehicle free of charge to keep peace in
the family, (how sad) hope you all see
the message in this. To all fellow body
shop owners, thank you for taking the
time to read this.   

Gordon Reichert

Letters to the editor must be signed with a first and last name, typed or e-mailed and include a phone 
number. Submissions should be original to the Gorham Times and less than 300 words. Letters are solely
the opinion of the writer and not of the Gorham Times. They are published at the discretion of the 
Gorham Times and are subject to editing.
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quickclicks
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HOT OFF THE PRESS
New Gorham resident Matt Cote picks
up the first Gorham Times for his wife
so she can keep track of upcoming
special events. Cote moved here three
months ago from Bangor.

Around Town
There have been a few reports lately of
dog and skunk confrontations on Wilson
Road and South Street. In both instances
the skunk turned out to be rabid. Please
make sure that your dogs are up to date
on their rabies vaccinations and bring
them inside if you see a skunk in the area.
If the skunk seems to be acting strange
please call the police at 839-5581. 

There will be a Special Referendum
Election and a School Budget Validation
Referendum June 9. Absentee ballots
will be available May 11. FMI
www.gorham-me.org/Public_
Documents/GorhamME_Depts/clerk and
click Absentee Voting.

State Law requires two separate
absentee ballot applications for this
Election. To vote in both the Special
Referendum ballot and the School Budget
Validation Referendum ballot you must
complete and return both applications.

The School Budget Validation
Referendum Ballot can not be returned to
the Town Clerk’s office until June 3. Any
School Budget Validation Referendum
Ballot that is returned to the Town Clerk's
office prior to June 3rd must be rejected
per State law. Please call the Town
Clerk’s office, 222-1670 any questions.

———————————————————
Sen. Phil Bartlett
(207) 839-7827, 1-800-423-6900
phil@philbartlett.com
Rep. Jane Knapp
(207) 839-3880, 1-800-423-2900
RepJane.Knapp@legislature.maine.gov
Rep. Linda Sanborn
(207) 839-4664, 1-800-423-2900
RepLinda.Sanborn@legislature.maine.gov



Sit down with Darrell Morrow and
talk about the music program at
Gorham High School, and you

quickly realize how much he has given
to the Gorham community and why he
will be missed when he retires in June
after teaching music for 33 years.

A native of Millinocket who came
to Gorham from Massabesic High
School in Waterboro, Morrow has a
life-long love of music and a passion
for passing that along to his students.

“I was kind of ’Mr. Music’ at my high
school,” he explains, adding that
Millinocket had a strong community
theater group.That’s where he and his
wife, Susan, met—playing in the pit
band for a production of Once Upon a
Mattress.

Fast forward to 1996—Morrow
joined the staff at GHS, with additional
responsibilities for the middle school
chorus. He credits his predecessor,
Chris Peterson, with building a strong
program at the high school, particular-
ly the Chamber Singers.

“Some schools have seen a decrease
in numbers of students participating
in the arts, but that’s not the case in
Gorham,” he said. One reason Gorham
enjoys large numbers of students par-
ticipating in music is because Morrow
actively recruits – reaching out to stu-
dents and encouraging them to give
chorus a chance.

Plus Gorham has a long history of
impressive talent – from Kelly Caufield
as Eliza Doolittle in the high school’s
production of My Fair Lady in 1997
(who is now a regular at the Good
Theater in Portland), to Chrissy
Albanese as Maria in West Side Story.
In fact, Mr. Morrow has served as

Music Director for shows that many
high schools would never consider
performing because of their level of
difficulty.

“The musicals are a lot of work,” he
noted,“but they’re also a lot of fun.
The biggest challenge is that anywhere
from 60 to 80 kids audition.They talk
about it all year, and that’s great. But
the down side is that you have to cut
half of them. Sometimes we take more
than we need; it can be a life-changing
event for some kids, and you want to
give them that chance.”

While he’s proud of all 13 years of
shows, he did admit to some favorites,
including Fiddler on the Roof in 2002,
Footloose in 2007, and this past
March’s production of West Side Story.
“Every year,” he said,“we have 8 or 10
kids who are like professionals—we
never have a weak year.”

As great as the shows are, ask for-
mer students what they missed most
after graduating, and they are likely to
say Chamber Singers.The popularity of
the program continues every year and
the number of students who audition
grows. Mr. Morrow gives coaching
classes to interested eighth graders to
help them prepare for the audition.
Even after graduating, many return to
carol with the Chamber Singers over
the holidays and to attend Senior
Sendoff in June. Both fun and senti-
mental, Senior Sendoff is the final
Chamber Singers performance of the
year, when, between songs, Mr.
Morrow, or “Deege” as many of the stu-
dents come to call him, shares memo-
ries about each graduating member of
the group.

If you attended a performance of

C O M M U N I T Y  P R O F I L E

Darrell Morrow—
For the Kids Althea Masterson
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After 33 years of teaching music,
Darrell Morrow will retire.

CONTINUED ON PAGE 8

$25 for a 1 column by 4 inch ad with picture; 
$15 for a 1 column by 2 inch ad. 
Different ad sizes available on request. 

Call or e-mail the Gorham Times
at gtimes@maine.rr.com or 839-8390.

Congratulate 
Your Graduate

Include your congratulations ad in the June 12
Graduation Issue of the Gorham Times. 
Ad deadline is June 3.

Luci—
Congratulations on your high

school graduation!
We are very proud of how

well you did academically

and athletically, and we 

know you will do well 

in college too.
Love, Mom and Dad

2008 GRADUATE

Sample ad not to size



municipal

In a special meeting on April 29, the
School Committee passed a motion (7-
0) to approve the district’s preliminary

school budget. The motion,outlined in a
written document from the
Superintendent’s office, states that it
“approves and authorizes the
Superintendent to adopt a school budg-
et of $29,677,716. This figure represents
a 0.0% increase over the FY09 budget
and has a -2.7% or 0.28 cents less than
the FY09 Budget on the exiting tax
base, the mil rate, from 10.40 in FY09 to
10.12 in FY10.This is the only part of
the FY10 budget that requires State and
Local (Town of Gorham) support.”

The School Committee also voted to
accept $535,572 in Stabilization funds
(stimulus money).This money will be
used for infrastructure improvements,
technology hardware and costs associ-
ated with the Maine Learning
Technology Initiative (MLTI) program,
and the Middle School Laptop
Purchase. The district has not yet
decided if it will participate in the
MLTI program and is exploring another
plan at this time.

In late March, the district learned it
would be receiving an additional
$551,179 in state subsidy after voting
to eliminate 14.7 Full Time Equivalent
(FTE) positions.The additional funds
allowed the district to reduce the num-
ber of positions eliminated.

The positions restored include 1.5
FTE K-5 Teaching positions, .5 FTE
Special Education Teaching position
and 1 FTE Classroom Teacher at GMS.
Other positions included in the budget
are 2 Literacy Ed Techs, one for Village
and one for GHS, Literacy Specialist
increased to 1 FTE, an additional Ed
Tech at WR, In-School Suspension Ed
Tech at GHS, an additional Maintenance
position, a Technology Support posi-
tion, 2 additional Technology
Integrators, a Substance Abuse

Counselor at GHS and 2 School
Resource Officers.

The budget also includes additional
nurse hours at White Rock, a time-out
room at Village,Virtual High School
Software, clerical support to help
implement Infinite Campus, School
Resource Officer uniforms, gas for
police cruisers and upgrades to tech-
nology equipment.

In other news:
• Charlie Tryder, GHS Assistant Principal

and Larilee English, Behavior
Specialist, explained the purpose of
the Suspension and Expulsion
Committee is to modify or change
unhealthy behaviors and to ensure
peace and usefulness of the school
environment.They recommended
that that district should develop a
clear definition of suspension, identi-
fy consistent data entry methods for
recording disciplinary actions, sus-
pensions and their effectiveness, rec-
ognize that students may have skill
deficits that lead to disciplinary
actions, provide professional develop-
ment around behavioral interventions
and support, and collaborate with
parents to help them better under-
stand the child’s behavior.

• Bob Riley, GMS Principal, discussed
the GMS mentoring program which
would allow 8th grade students to
mentor incoming 6th grade students.
The purpose of the program is to
help 6th graders become acclimated
to ways of the middle school and to
give 8th graders the opportunity to
lead.Approximately 60-70 current
7th grade students have been identi-
fied through recommendations to
participate next year.

• Katie Hawes, Special Education
Director, and Kathy Hamblen,
Assistant Director of Special
Education highlighted points from
their recent DOE state review:
Suspension and Expulsion Data
meets standard this year, drop out
percentages didn’t meet standard due
to the way in which withdrawals
were processed at GHS, noted
strengths from staff interviews,
including Response to Intervention
process, Instructional Strategist
model, parent communication and
inclusion, sense of collective owner-
ship for all students, use of data to
drive instruction. Noted areas of con-
cern were over budget worries, mov-
ing to three K-5 schools, understand-
ing the change in Special Education
Regulations, and the need for training
in behavior, suspension and expul-
sion requirements.

• Homework Policy, Child Find Policy
and Referral/Pre-referral Policy were
all adopted.

• First readings were done on Student
Transportation Services Policy and
Community Use of School Facilities

S C H O O L  C O M M I T T E E  R E P O R T  

School Committee Approves
Preliminary Budget Stacy Sallinen
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The Town Council began with
approval of the April minutes.

Open Public Communications
• Matt Mattingly, owner of Pine Crest

Bed & Breakfast Inn announced the
Second Annual Gorham Taste Walk is
scheduled for July 25.

Councilor Communications
Councilor Caldwell reported that the

Finance Committee met April 27.They
reviewed a list of property tax
accounts and wrote off several of them
that were under $500; the remainder
will be coming before the full Council.
They also discussed rescue billing write
offs.A current financial report was
received from the Finance Director
who also reported on the 2007-2008
audit; it was quite a bit over budget.

Chairman’s Report
Chairman Robinson congratulated

local business Jotul North America for
earning the Governor’s Award for
Business Excellence.

Town Manager’s Report
• Town Manager Cole congratulated

Alan Grady of the Rec. Department
for being named the Distinguished
Young Professional for 2009 by the
Maine Recreation and Park
Association.

• Boats can now be registered online.

School Committee Report
School Committee Chairman, Dennis

Libby, reported on the following:
• The proposed school budget has

been submitted with a 28-cent reduc-
tion to the tax rate from last year.

• H1N1 virus (swine flu) information.
• Village School playground construc-

tion is underway.
• Chairman Robinson thanked Libby

for all of his communications.
Robinson asked if set figures have

T O W N  C O U N C I L  R E P O R T

Council Discusses Rezoning of
South Gorham Sue Dunn

The Planning Board addressed antici-
pated concerns from school par-
ents during their meeting earlier

this month, as a public hearing was held
around the site plan for the new ele-
mentary school off Sebago Lake Road.

A main topic of discussion was loca-
tion of the building’s main entrance.
The proposed plan places the doorway
on the side of the school, a significant
distance from the designated parent
pick-up/drop-off area located out front.
Chair Susan Robie feels strongly that
the distance between the drop-off loca-
tion and the entrance door needs to be
within sight of a parent’s car. She
expressed particular concern for the
younger kindergarten aged children,
stating,“I would park my car, get out of
it, and take my child into the school if I
couldn’t see her go through the door.”

Board member Edward Zelmanow
compared the school’s design to that of
Narragansett Elementary School,
explaining,“Parents at Narragansett are
able to drive right up, drop the kids off,
and watch them walk in the door with
the teacher right there.”

Lyndon Keck spoke on behalf of
PDT Architects, addressing the board’s
concerns. He advised that the
Department of Education feels very
strongly schools should be operated
with a single main entrance, as there
are special security related issues to
this design. The Planning Board would-
n’t budge on the need for relocation of
the entrance though, insisting the
school department work to move the

main entrance, or to revise the plan as
to include a secondary entrance at the
front of the building.

Additional concerns from the board
included noise level generated from the
school fields, traffic coming in and out
of Stevens Drive, as well as signage
around the school, particularly on
Route 237. Mr. Keck advised that Route
237 cannot be posted as school zone,
but MDOT is willing to work on pro-
viding light activated signage, with lan-
guage to be determined.

Robie expressed her disappointment
in the base quote proposed for parking
lot material, specifying the need to use
quality granite curbing, so that construc-
tion could last upwards of twenty years.

Board member Mark Stelmack raised
discussion around the need for speed
tables on the highly trafficked Route
237, where older students will likely be
dropped off.Although valid for safety
reasons, it was ultimately determined
that if needed, the town would have
the ability to install these after building
is complete.

An additional public hearing will be
held and discussion continued during
the June 1 meeting.

Also on the 5/4 agenda was con-
firmed organization of the board.
Members Thomas Fickett and Edward
Zelmanow were re-appointed, Doug
Boyce was nominated and approved
Vice Chairman, and Susan Robie was
unanimously voted again to the role of
Chair.

P L A N N I N G  B O A R D  R E P O R T

Board Continues to Work On 
New School Plans Christine Ludwcizak
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C O M P I L E D B Y C H R I S C R A W F O R D

B E I N G  W E L L

Self Care Linda Morris

Self care can encompass many
things.You might think of things
like brushing your teeth,eating

well, or exercising.But the reality is that
there are many different ways to take
care of yourself and the longer the list,
the better off you’ll be.Your well-being,
happiness and health are largely up to
you. Sure,genetics play a role,but
research finds that lifestyle has a huge
impact on your health,happiness, and
well-being,or lack thereof.

If you asked 10 people what do you
do to take care of yourself, you might
get 10 very different answers, everything
from “nothing”to “regular massage.”
Ideas for self care activities are as indi-
vidual as you are.

Caregivers with young children or
elder family members at home may find
it particularly difficult to find time for
themselves on a regular basis. Family
responsibilities make it even more
important to take good care of yourself,
to refill your own well, so to speak, in
order to do a good job of taking care of
others.Parents,don’t forget that you are
setting a healthy or unhealthy example
for your children.

This is where the concept “It Takes a
Village”can be of great use.Call a friend,
relative or neighbor to help out for an
hour, so you can take a bath or run an
errand without attention-craving kids,
dogs,or partners, etc.There are probably
some capable older folks in your circle
of family/friends who might enjoy
watching your young children for a
short period of time.You get a brief
break, your kids get a little extra atten-
tion and the provider gets time with
children who are full of life, energy and
enthusiasm.

The best self care “plans”are actually

written down in your calendar/schedule
book so that they actually happen.
Committing to regular self care is one of
the best things you can do for yourself,
your health and your happiness.Make it
a regular appointment, like going to the
dentist – but more often than that – and
you will see the benefits.Reduced stress
is one of the most common results of
regular self care.

Some folks like to keep a journal, a
daily entry of what their day was like,
special moments in the day, something
out of the ordinary, etc. Spending just a
few minutes each evening reflecting on
your day is a wonderful practice.
Thinking of three things to be grateful
for each day can improve your health
and is a nice way to drift off to sleep.

Think creatively to build in a break.
Take a bath,have a massage,go for a
stroll, dance with friends or even alone
to your favorite music in the living
room,write in a journal, do yoga or
other exercise,have tea/coffee with a
dear friend,write a letter (if you find
that relaxing/restorative), sing with a
chorus, enjoy the warm sun at the
beach, read a good book,create art (if
that is pleasurable and relaxing for you)
and more.The list is as long your imagi-
nation can make it.

Making self care a part of your daily
or weekly routine can improve your
health and well-being, as well as that of
those around you.Doing something for
yourself today and everyday can lead to
a healthier you.

Linda Morris, owner of Gorham Massage
and Wellness, is a licensed massage thera-
pist with 10 years experience. She can be
reached at  (www.gorhammassageandwell-
ness.com) or at lmorris520@yahoo.com.

Mon.–Sat 10–5 • 42 Main Street, Gorham
bookwormrocks@myfairpoint.net 839-BOOK(2665)

Douglas Gauvreau, OD Larry Ritter, OD Eric Roush, OD

Exams • Eyeglasses • Contact Lenses
Eye Disease & Injuries • Glaucoma & Dry Eye

Most treatments covered by Medicare or Insurance Plans!
(Now Accepting EYEMED & VSP Vision Plan)

151 Main St., Westbrook • 854-1801
20 Mechanic St., Gorham (next to Hannaford) • 839-3617

29 School St. • Gorham, Maine • 222-2479 
(parking availabe behind building)

Now Open!
Stop in for great food and great times.

Book your parties and events here.

Fun for everyone!

Autographed copies 
of Making Waves

by “Survivor” Bob Crowley

Now Available!



In recognition of Margaret Evans’upcom-
ing retirement,White Rock School will
be holding an Ice Cream Social & Open

House honoring her 25 years of service in
the Gorham schools.The event will be on
Friday,May 29,6-7:30 at White Rock
School and is free and open to the public.
Margaret recently took a few minutes to
reflect upon her time in the Gorham
School System and share her thoughts
with the Gorham Times.

How long have you been in the
Gorham School system and in what
role(s)?

I have worked in Gorham since 1984.
I began here as a third grade teacher and
also taught grade two at White Rock. I
worked on a district-wide grant called
the ATLAS Project starting in 1992.That
is when I first left the classroom.We
were involved with ATLAS for three
years, and it was a great opportunity for
me to spend time learning about school
change and to work with educators from
many different places in the country. In
1996, I became the teacher leader at
White Rock.When Jane Warren retired, I
became the principal at both White Rock
and Little Falls Schools.After the new
middle school opened,we moved third
grade to Village and closed Little Falls.
White Rock was then my sole responsi-
bility.During all my years in Gorham I
have had a special interest in math teach-
ing. I have been directly involved in the
K-12 math committee since 1984,have
taught math classes and workshops for
teachers,both here in Gorham and
statewide,and also taught the math
course for the ETEP teaching interns
through USM. I spent one school year
away from Gorham (1998-1999) working
as a statewide math consultant for the
Maine Mathematics and Science Alliance.

What has been your favorite thing
about your job? 

Wow! That is hard to answer. I have
had so many opportunities for profes-
sional growth and continuous learning 
during my years working in Gorham. I 

have always enjoyed working with adult
learners, whether they are fellow teach-
ers at a workshop I was giving, in a
course, or parents coming to an infor-
mational night at school. But hands
down, my favorite part of any of the
roles I have had in Gorham is working
with the kids. No matter how gloomy
the drive in to work seems some days,
when the children come through the
doors of the school in the morning,
they never fail to cheer me! They are
compassionate, creative, eager and lov-
ing. I will miss them so much.

Are there any career
highlights/experiences you would
like to share? 

Another tough question. I have always
been blessed to work with amazing col-
leagues,who are dedicated and hard
working. We manage to have fun and
find humor even during the trying times.

What are your future plans 
(short term and long term) after
retirement?

My husband and I are building a
house in Roque Bluffs, a very small
town outside of Machias.That will take
up a lot of our time.We also plan to
travel some. I hope to have time to do
some creative work, and have interest in
watercolor, quilting, and artists’ books. I
know I will need to find a way to work
with kids, so perhaps I will do some vol-
unteering in schools.
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C O M P I L E D B Y L E S L I E D U P U I S

On May 6, the students of the
Gorham Middle School Civil
Rights Team held a Diversity

Awareness Day.The goal was to teach
GMS students about diversity in school
as well as in the state of Maine.The
Civil Rights Team believes that bullying
resulting from a lack of awareness is an
important issue at GMS, as well as other
middle schools, and is striving to edu-
cate others on this topic.They also

hope to inspire other students, teachers
and schools to plan a Diversity Day at
their facility.

Guest speakers from Seeds of
Peace, the Attorney Generals’ office,
the Museum of African Culture, and
the Portland Freedom Trails presented
workshops during the event and a
school-wide assembly wrapped up
the day.

Speakers and student mingle at the Diversity Awareness Day recently held at Gorham
Middle School. Pictured (l to r): Noah Kiel, Speaker Tim Wilson, Mikaeyla Byther,
Speaker Wil Smith, Jessica Rowe, Speaker Pious and Jessica Larson. 

Spreading the Word 
on Diversity Sarah Rubin, GMS 7th Grade Teacher

Photo credit Martha T. Harris

White Rock Celebrates
Principal Leslie Dupuis

Whether it's big or small,
we can do it.

From changing a light bulb
to replacing the engine,

we have the skilled technicians
to do the job right.

ASE certified technicians with 
a combined total of

138 years experience.

With a full line of
computerized scanners,

we have the equipment needed
to work on today’s complex cars.

839-8393
2 Railroad Avenue, Gorham, ME 04038

Photo credit Martha T. Harris

GMS recently performed Once Upon a Mattress, a take on the classic Princess and the
Pea fairytale. The musical is the story of Prince Dauntless, his overbearing mother,
Queen Aggravain, and his mute father, The King, and their quest to find the perfect
princess. For additional information and photos, please visit www.gorhamtimes.com,
and click on the School link.

Photo credit Karen Stickney

Once Upon A Mattress
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www.gorhamhouseofpizza.com

THE RESIDENCE AT FORT HILL
Serving older citizens with the respect and dignity

they deserve in a residential setting.

Now has the following openings:
• First Floor Independent/

Assisted Living Unit
• Day Program
• Short-Term Respite Care 

For more information, contact Nancy Bartlett
244 Fort Hill Road • Gorham, ME  04038
(207) 839-4134 or residenceatforthill@maine.rr.com

Bike Safe, Bike Smart and
Always Buckle Up! Pat Moody, AAA

Few things are more fun for a child
than jumping on a bicycle and
exploring the world.A bike is a

source of pride and a symbol of inde-
pendence for school-age children.As
the weather warms, Maine’s roadways,
neighborhoods and bicycle trails
become increasingly congested with
bicyclists of all ages and safety aware-
ness levels. Every year, hundreds of
young bicyclists are killed and thou-
sands more are seriously injured in
preventable crashes.The majority of
crashes occur when bicycles and cars
share the same streets.

AAA Northern New England and
Gorham Police Department spent
“Health and Safety Awareness Day” talk-
ing to Village School children about the
importance of bicycle safety.“It’s about
minimizing risk and maximizing fun,”
said Officer Mark Sanborn.The educa-
tional presentation was a joint effort
by the Gorham Police Department,
AAA Northern New England and their
furry safety friend, Buckle Bear.Topics
of discussion included; helmet safety,
bicycle maintenance checks, safe
cycling tips and seat belt safety while
riding in cars.

Did You Know?
• According to the League of American

Bicyclist, about 98 million people in
the United States own a bicycle.
About 700 bicyclists are killed each
year in the U.S.Around 96 percent
of these deaths result from crashes
with motor vehicles.

• In all 50 states, bicyclists are accord-
ed the same rights and expected to
obey the same laws as drivers of
motor vehicles.

• 85 percent of all head or brain
injuries could be avoided if cyclists
wore bicycle helmets correctly.

• 85 percent of all bicycle crashes
occur within five blocks of home.

• 47 percent of all bicycle crashes
occur off the road, in driveways and
on sidewalks.

• 90 percent of all deaths to children

on bicycles occur when they dart
into traffic from a driveway or when
they cycle through a stop sign.

• Helmets are 85 percent effective in
protecting against brain injury.

•  There is no cure for brain injury.A
blow to the head can change your
life forever.

• Parents and other adults are the best
role models, so wear a helmet prop-
erly and follow the rules of the
road…your children are watching!

• A bicycle is a vehicle and MUST fol-
low the same rules of the road as
cars.

Five Basic Steps to 
Proper Helmet Fit
Measure Your Head Measure your
head just above the eyebrows (or as
the manufacturer suggest) to be sure
you purchase the proper size. Place
the helmet on your head and move it
around.

Adjust the Fit Adjust the fit with the
removable pads. You may need a com-
bination of thin and thick pads to get
the best fit. Rock the helmet gently
from side to side, then from front to
back. It should not move around.

Adjust the Straps Adjust the straps
(front, rear and chin) to make the hel-
met level and snug. The front and back
straps should make a “V” that comes
together just under the ear. Buckle 
the strap.

Test the Fit There should be little
movement when the head is shaken.
The strap should feel tight but should
not cause discomfort. You should be
able to slide a finger under the helmet.

Fine Tune the Fit Go back to steps 1
through 4 if necessary to get the best
fit possible. Practice buckling and
unbuckling the straps.
Provided by the Brain Injury Association

Pat Moody (left) from AAA, Buckle the Bear, and Mark Sanborn of the Gorham Police
Department presented a bike and car safety program at the recent Village School
Student Wellness Day. 

Photo credit Chris Crawford



West Side Story in March, you may
know that Jon Morrow, now a profes-
sional musician in Los Angeles, joined
his dad in the pit band for his dad’s
final show.The Morrow’s elder son,
Jeff, is a computer software designer
who lives in Oakland, CA. Daughter
Sarah is also pursuing a career in
music and is currently teaching in
Boston for a program sponsored by
the Metropolitan Opera.

The love of music he passed along
to his three children has also made a
huge difference in the lives of many of
his students.As Matt Slipp (GHS ‘08)
said,“I owe much of my own success
in the music and drama programs at
GHS to him, and all that I learned there
I’ve been able to take away with me at
Julliard.” Jessica Ernest (GHS ‘08)
recalled how “…he went out of his
way to help me—whether it was play-
ing the piano for me at a competition
or helping find the right song to sing, I
could always count on his musical
genius to be there to support me.”And
Sammie Francis (GHS ‘05, Bowdoin ‘09)
credits “Deege” with having “had an
enormously important role in my life,”
adding,“Whenever I’m on stage per-
forming, there’s a little part of me that
is always trying to make Deege proud.”

After 33 years of recruiting kids to
give music a chance, of evenings and
weekends working with students and
practicing for performances, Mr.
Morrow is ready to pass on the baton.
Looking back, he credits many others
for building the music program Gorham
has enjoyed.“Lynn Silcox, Joe Henry,
Chris Peterson, Nina Bailey – they all
did a great job for the kids,”he said.

“For the kids”—his signature signoff
in e-mail messages to parents and stu-
dents—that’s really what it has been all
about for Darrell Morrow.And those
kids and the entire community, are all
the richer thanks to Mr. Morrow’s 13
years at Gorham High School.

DARRELL MORROW FROM PAGE 3
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Narragansett School recently held
its Spring musicals. Directed by
Gail Thibodeau, the kindergarten
musical (inset at right) was named
“Singing Through the Seasons” and the first grade musical was named “My America.”
The second grade musical (above), “A Big Zoo Review”, was directed by Jennifer Solari.
All three musicals included songs, dancing and instruments and showcased the chil-
dren’s hard work in music class throughout the year.        

Photo credit Leslie Dupuis

Narragansett Musicals
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been released by the state, Libby
replied that the proposed school
budget is based on preliminary num-
bers that should be final but are open
to potential change.

Legislative Report
Rep. Jane Knapp shared information

from Augusta:
• Natural Resources Committee is

working on composting (to alleviate
problems with solid waste problems)
and windmill projects.

• State employee furlough days will
save an estimated 300 positions.

• A reduction in education funding for
fiscal year 2011 will have long term
effects; federal stimulus funding will
only help in the short term.The
Taxation Committee and other com-
mittees are looking at various propos-
als.Town Manager Cole asked Rep.
Knapp about the bill for the tax
exemption granted to hospitals for
personal property. Rep. Knapp will
report back on this. Chairman
Robinson stated that the fiscal year
2011 cuts to education would cause
an increase in property taxes and/or
cuts to education.

Department Report – Economic
Development Corporation

Economic Development Director,
Thomas Ellsworth reported on the
Economic Development Corporation
(GEDC), a nine member board of volun-
teer citizens. Ellsworth has been the
part-time Director since 1995. Ellsworth
stressed that even though his position
is part time, the Town of Gorham has
not missed out on any opportunities.

GEDC mission statement is “To pro-
mote Gorham as a desirable location
for new business and industry and the
expansion of existing business.”The
objective is to broaden the tax base by
the construction of new taxable facili-
ties and increase the earning power of
the people of Gorham. Ellsworth

reviewed many projects the GEDC has
assisted with and noted that the GEDC
is not just for industrial park business,
they are involved with all business.

The question he is asked most often:
“What are you going to do with the
vacant building in front of Hannaford?”
This is private property.The owner has
and continues to make attempts and
efforts to do something with the building.

Chairman Robinson stated that there
would be a 26% tax increase if not for
the industrial park and expressed
appreciation for all the hard work
Ellsworth and the Board does to
increase business in Gorham.

New Business
• Adopted the new Stormwater

Management Plan, as presented. 6
yeas.

• Approved an updated Sewer Service
Agreement between the communities
of Windham, Gorham and Westbrook
and the Portland Water District for
the allocation of capacities, costs and
maintenance responsibilities. 6 yeas

• Approve an updated agreement for
joint use, ownership, operation and
maintenance of sewer collector facili-
ties. 6 yeas.

• Regarding rezoning in South Gorham,
there was much discussion and the
concensus was that this issue needs
to be thoroughly looked into.
Councilor Moulton repeatedly
expressed his concerns against spot
zoning.All agreed tht the traffic and
residential sensitivities need to be
thought through.The request to
rezone property located at 18 County
Road failed 1 yea (Robinson), 5 nays.

To view the agenda and results from
this meeting in it’s entirety, visit the
Town’s Web site at www.gorham-
me.org/Public_Documents/GorhamM
E_CouncilMin/ or view it on GoCat
local access channel.

TOWN COUNCIL FROM PAGE 4

gorham business directory
All Season Yard Care
Brian Picard, owner
Ph: 207-329-2575
allseasons@maine.rr.com

The Bookworm
42 Main Street
Gorham, ME 04038
Ph: 207-839-BOOK(2665)
bookwormrocks@myfairpoint.net

Debbie Harmon Photography
8 School St. Gorham
207-749-5142
debharmon@fairpoint.net
www.debbieharmonphotography.com

Edward Jones Investments
Edward Doyle, Financial Advisor
28 State Street
Gorham, ME 04038
Ph: 207-839-8150
www.edwardjones.com

First Choice Home Loans 
Best rates / Low Closing Costs/$300 off if
you mention this ad
207-883-4400                                 
Apply online @
www.firstchoicehomeloans.org

Gliddon Owens Design
Jeannine Owens, Owner/Art Director
Innovative graphic design and 
marketing solutions
Ph: 207-839-5700
www.gliddonowens.com

Holistic Pathways Yoga and 
Healing Center
Sandra Maguire
Reiki Master & Quantum Touch© Techniques
207-838-1602 
smaguire08@gmail.com
www.SandraMaguire.com

Gorham Parks and Recreation
75 South Street, Suite 1
Gorham, ME 04038
(207) 222-1630 (phone)
(207) 839-7752 (fax)
recreation@gorham.me.us
www.gorhamrec.com

Home Construction, Inc.
Maine's custom home builder since 1991.
Yarmouth, Maine
Ph: 207-846-9019
info@mainehomeconstruction.com
www.mainehomeconstruction.com

Lisa M. Napolitano
Home Sellers
118 Maine Mall Rd,
South Portland, ME 04106
www.LisaNapolitanoSellsHomes.com

MAINE OPTOMETRY, P.A.
SEE the Difference!
Eyecare/Eyewear/Contact Lenses
347D Main Street
Gorham, ME 04038
Ph (207)839-2638
www.maineoptometry.com

Natural Country Photography
Ph: 207-839-3431
www.MarthaTHarris.com

If you want your business listed here
and online at www.gorhamtimes.com,
with a live link to your site, contact
gtimes@maine.rr.com. 
Limited Time Spring Special: $99/year
when you mention this promotion.
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Girls Tennis – The team was 4-1 through
May 6 with wins against Sanford, South
Portland, Westbrook and Massabesic…The
lone loss came against Portland, 3-2, which
was undefeated heading into the
match…Overall, the team had won 21 of 25
matches…Junior Hannah Shorty, the #1 sin-
gles player, and sophomore Natalie Egbert,
the #2 singles player, were both undefeated
through the first five matches of the sea-
son…The SMAA Doubles Tournament took
place the weekend of May 9 while the State
Singles Tournament starts May 16. Look for
coverage of both in the next Gorham Times.

Girls Track – Through May 6 the team had
won both of its four-team meets…In the first
meet vs. Deering, Massabesic and
Kennebunk, Gorham notched 100.5 points
led by freshman Sarah Perkins, who won
three individual events (high jump, 100
meter hurdles and 200 meters) and was a
member of one winning relay team. Junior
captain Emily Southard won the triple jump
and pole vault, and she participated on two
winning relay teams. Another junior captain,
Rachel Wilkinson, won the 800 and was
involved in one winning relay…In the sec-
ond meet against Biddeford, Marshwood and

Portland, the team earned 106.5 points – led
again by Perkins, who won the high jump
and 200 meters.

Girls Lacrosse – As of May 6, the team was
undefeated with wins over Windham, South
Portland and Freeport and having outscored
its opponents by a combined 45-18…Senior
Aimee St. Germain has led the way with 14
goals while senior Ashley Martin had scored
10 goals and sophomore Mia Rapolla scored
nine. Through the first two games of the sea-
son, senior Aimee Burgos and senior Taylor
Sullivan led the team in ground balls with
nine and eight respectively while Rapolla and
junior Kathryn Whitehead led in draw con-
trols with 12 and 6 respectively…Senior
goalkeeper Mackenzie Smith notched 14
saves during the first two games.

Boys Lacrosse – The team was 0-3 through
May 6 including a well-fought 9-6 loss at
Kennebunk and losses against two strong
Cape Elizabeth and Thornton Academy
teams…The team has been led defensively
by seniors Clayton Loubier (8 ground balls/4
takeaways) and Rob Marean (9 ground
balls/3 takeaways)…The trio of senior
Duncan Alden, senior Jake Viel, and sopho-

more Kyle Nielsen have combined to win
64% of face offs…Senior goalkeeper Chris
Wilcox had 26 saves during the first two
games…The captains of this year's team are
Loubier, Marean, and senior Ian Ryan.

Softball – Through May 6 the team had won
five games in a row after losing its first
game, 1-0, to Kennebunk…Over the five-
game winning streak, the team outscored its
opponents 32-7 with shutouts thrown by
senior pitcher Kelsey Crowe against Deering,
Westbrook and Noble…Crowe pitched five
of the first six games while notching 48
strikeouts…Sophomore Alyssa Clark hit a
home run that cleared the right-field fence by
15-feet at Robie Field against Windham.
Coach Pete Walker, who is in his 14th year of
coaching, said he does not remember any of
his players previously hitting a home-run
over the fence other than Clark. But he does
recall former Gorham player Betsy Hardy hit-
ting one in the late 70s or earl 80s…Junior
Annie Mitchell had three multiple-hit games
among the first six…Against Westbrook,
seniors Sara Burnheimer and Chelsea Clark
combined for four hits, three runs and four
RBIs while senior Rachel Fogarty had an out-

sports
C O M P I L E D B Y J E F F P I K E

intheZone
Gorham senior soccer player Molly
Folan has signed a letter of intent to
play soccer for the University of Maine
at Orono. Folan was recruited by the
college despite missing her entire senior
year due to a knee injury. She was a key
player on Gorham teams that won Class
A State titles during her freshman,
sophomore and junior season and was
also accepted into the University’s
School of Nursing. University of Maine
women's soccer head coach Scott
Atherley said, "Molly has a great deal of
potential
because of her
athleticism and
work ethic.
Historically, we
have made a
living with
Maine kids like
her. With a bit
of time and
polish, she will
surprise a few
people."

sportsEtcetera
The Maine Recreation and Park
Association Distinguished Young
Professional Award for 2009 was pre-
sented to Alan Grady (pictured below)
of the Gorham Recreation Department
April 27 at the Association's Annual
State Conference. The award is given
to a professional in Maine in the recre-
ation field who has demonstrated out-
standing performance at the commu-
nity level through
innovative pro-
gramming, part-
nerships and
civic involve-
ment. Grady has
worked for the
Gorham
Recreation
Department
since December
2004.

Weekend GHS Varsity
Sports Line-Up
Friday, May 15

4:00pm – Boys Tennis @ Marshwood

4:00pm – Girls Tennis vs. Marshwood
@ GHS

4:00pm – Softball @ Scarborough

6:30pm – Girls Lacrosse vs. Portland 
@ Fitzpatrick Stadium

Saturday, May 16

11:00am – Boys Lacrosse vs. 
Bonny Eagle, site TBD

4:00pm – Baseball vs. Deering 
@ Hadlock Field

For up-to-date schedules of all GHS
sports, visit www.digitalsports.com

GHS Spring Sports Game Notes Jeff Pike
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Photo credit Jason Tanguay

Photo credit Lucky D'Ascanio
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The Gorham 5th Grade Boys Basketball team won the 2008-2009 Freeport Travel
Basketball league championship in March. The team finished the regular season with an
8-2 record and won its last six regular season games. The team then won four straight
playoff games to win the double elimination tournament. Playing for the team and pic-
tured from left to right, front row: Cody Elliott, Kevin Brewer, Gerek Brown, Eric
Andreasen and Malcolm Smith. Back row: Head coach Lyle Tracy, Billy Ruby, Steven
Burns, Colby Sturgis, Sam Kilborn, Trenton Bassingthwaite, Cam Smith, Cam Tracy, and
Assistant Coach Craig Bassingthwaite.

Basketball Champs 

Photo credit Tracey Bassingthwaite
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standing diving catch in center
field…Fogarty also started a seven-run rally
in the fourth inning of the Marshfield game
with a leadoff triple and then ended the rally
with another triple.

Boys Tennis – The team was 2-3 through
May 6 led by #1 singles sophomore Logan
Marshall, who won four of his five first
matches…Senior Pat Shaw, who was slated
to be the #1 singles player before breaking
his naturally-strongest right hand, is now the
#3 singles player using his left-hand. He won
his first match playing lefty on May 6, which
was also a 5-0 win for team vs.
Massabesic…Also showing improvement
for the team has been #2 singles player sen-
ior Austin Arena; the #1 doubles tandem of
freshman Quincy Owens and Adam
Bourgault; and the #2 doubles team of soph-
omores Blake Speed and Will Ross.

Boys Track – The team opened its regular
season with a four-team meet win over
Deering, Kennebunk and Massabesic with
Gorham scoring 124.5 points, nearly double
the points of second place team… Junior
Jake Willis led the way with wins in the 100
and 200 meters as well as the long
jump…Other outstanding individual per-
formances were turned in by junior captain
Cam Stevens, who won the 400 meters; sen-
ior captain Luke Seiferth, a winner in the
1600 meter racewalk; junior captain Jon Day,
who came in second in the 110m high hur-
dles; and junior Eric Sawyer, who won the
javelin. Other individual winners included
junior Matt Walrath in the pole vault, junior
Mark Walrath in the discuss, sophomore
Jeremy Earl in the 3200 meters and fresh-
man Kyle Nealey in the shot put…Gorham
also won two relay events: The 3200 meters
with senior Justin Bolinger, junior Mike
Walsh, sophomore Foster Blake and junior
Adam Hawkes; and the 400 meters with
freshman Ben Besanko, senior Brandon
Patten, Day and Stevens.

Baseball – Captains for the team this year
include seniors Nick Gowen, Alex Libby and

Mike Foley…As of May 6 the team was off
to a 1-3 start with all three losses coming
against strong teams: Scarborough,
Biddeford, and Westbrook…The one win of
the season featured a major fete as senior
Mustafa Jamal hurled a no-hitter against
Sanford April 30 and the Rams won, 1-0.
Defensive gems from junior third-baseman
Cody Stover and first-baseman Libby were
keys to preventing Sanford batters from hit-

SPRING SPORTS FROM PAGE 12

thank you
The Gorham Times was founded by volunteers in 1995 and is still run 

by volunteers now, almost fifteen years later! We would like to take time to 

thank our many volunteers ages 16-80—for all the time and effort they give 

to “Bringing the news to all of Gorham.” See the full list of volunteers 

at www.gorhamtimes.com, and click on the volunteer link. 

We could not do it without you! 
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Willis Real Estate
347E Main St. Gorham • 839-3390 • willis@gwi.net

www.paulandjanwillis.com

The highest compliment 
we could ever receive 
is a referral from you. 

Paul and Jan Willis

Thank you for your trust.

What Buyers Want
Real estate agents know that buyers care-

fully consider the neighborhoods in which
they buy homes. With this in mind, a recent
National Association of Home Builders’
Consumer Preferences survey gives a good
indication of the types of amenities that buy-
ers want in the communities in which they
expect to live. The top-five list has a decided
emphasis on recreation. Topping the list is
the desire to be near walking and jogging
trails (49%). Second on the list is the wish
to be near a park (46%), followed by an out-
door swimming pool (39%), lake (34%),
and playground (32%). By making certain to
mention any of these features in their neigh-
borhoods, sellers may be able to boost
interest in their properties.  

In today’s real estate market, it is more
important than ever for sellers to work with
experienced agents in order to market and
sell their homes. When you are ready to sell
your home, please call me to schedule a
market analysis. I can establish a list price
for your home that will attract prospective
buyers, allow you to earn full market value,
and help you sell the home as quickly as
possible. To maximize a home’s exposure, I
list it in the multi-list system (MLS), post it
on my Web site, and coordinate open hous-
es. I am located at 352 Main St.   

Serving my clients with dignity 
and respect in a smaller, 
more personal environment.

207-839-4141
www.olearysaxby.com

Brian Hall
Construction

Remodeling

Windows

Roofing

Siding

Decks

Doors

Fully Insured

655 Main St. • Gorham, ME 04038

207.899.6835
b h a l l 2 0 @ m a i n e . r r. c o m

w w w. b r i a n h a l l c o n s t r u c t i o n . c o m

has coached and sponsored countless
sports teams, is a former member of
the Lions Club, and for the last eight
years, he has served as President of
the Gorham Food Pantry.

The Business Person of the Year is
an award nominated by colleagues in
the Gorham business community.All
nominations for Willis mentioned his
long-term commitment to the town,
and the majority called attention to his
work in the last year as President of
the Gorham Food Pantry.

“His efforts over the past year with
the Food Pantry move clearly estab-
lished him as an outstanding commu-
nity business person who goes the
extra mile to support a most worthy
cause. It was his ‘take charge and can-
do attitude’ that separated him from so
many other dedicated and hard work-
ing Food Pantry supporters,” said
Maynard Charron, former Food Pantry
Vice-President and owner of Paper
Industry Recruitment.

“Paul’s role involved an enormous

time commitment, requiring constant
communication with Town and State
officials for building acquisition, fund-
ing, fundraising, contractor coordina-
tion, building and construction details,
volunteer coordination and just an
endless ‘to-do list.’ Paul truly cares
about the residents of Gorham, and it
showed with his dedication to this
important community project,” said
Diane O’Neill,Vice-President of the
Gorham Food Pantry.

“I’ve never seen anyone spend so
much time and be so dedicated to a
project as Paul was with the Food
Pantry move,” said Fran Doucette,
Pantry Director.“When we needed
anything done in the move and reno-
vation, Paul would say,‘I know some-
one who….’We are very blessed to
have him working for the good of
Gorham.”

Just as his parents taught him,Willis
has passed along to his children his
belief that community service forms
the base of a good life.

“My father has been a mentor to
various high school and college stu-
dents he has employed at Willis Real
Estate over the years, as well as the
kids he has coached. He has been an
incredible mentor to my sister, Jen, and
me. I speak for both of us when I say
our father is the type of person we
aspire to one day become,” said son,
David Willis.

Donna Reinheimer, President of
GBCE, presented the award to Willis
and said,“Not only a successful realtor
in Gorham, Paul has helped build and
sustain Gorham as a community
where people want to live and work.
We are so pleased that Paul Willis is
this year’s recipient. He has done a
great deal to make Gorham a terrific
place to live.A life dedicated to shar-
ing his many talents and passion for
his community is what Paul is all
about, and we are fortunate to have
the opportunity to recognize his
achievements.”

In keeping with tradition, last year’s
winner, Jason Beever, owner of C.E.
Carll Insurance, presented Willis with
the Business Person of the Year travel-
ing plaque.

BUSINESS PERSON OF THE YEAR FROM PAGE 1

Sunday, May 17 • 11 am–2 pm

3 BEDROOM SPLIT FOYER
Open concept, walk out basement, 

oil heat, applianced. $195,900

Call 831-2999
for directions.

OPEN HOUSE

9 SANBORN ST.
GORHAM

I was a little skeptical at first but I was willing to
give it a try to get rid of my headaches. Since Dr.
Rob has began adjusting me I rarely get headaches

and never need to take ibuprofen. —Shawn

Dr. Robert Lavoie



Tammy Ruda
Top Producing Broker 2007 and 2008

Your Friend in Real Estate

Business: (207) 831-3164  Fax: (207) 839-3072
Email: tammy.ruda@century21.com

381 Main Street, Suite 3  •  Gorham, Maine 04038

(207) 671-9606
sofbuild@maine.rr.com

103 Harding Bridge Rd • Gorham, ME 04038

May 15, 2009  | Gorham Times | 15

FREE!
Mention this ad and

receive first mow FREE
with service contract!

Good through May.

Manager David Cole expressed his con-
cern for the swift resolution of the
problem, saying “We’re hoping to get to
play on these fields as soon as possible.”

The engineering firm DeLuca-
Hoffman supervised the construction
of the new fields. Bill Hoffman, a prin-
cipal of that firm, stated that the turf
problem appears to be rooted in the
overcompaction of the subsoil or base,
which was laid down in wet condi-
tions last year.This situation has result-
ed in the turf not being secured
enough to be used. Hoffman is confi-
dent that the remedial actions to be
undertaken shortly will fix the prob-
lem and render the fields playable
within a month.

A.H. Grover of North Yarmouth, the
contractor who originally built the
fields, will use a technique known as
“deep tine aeration” to break up the
compacted subsoil and permit the
grass roots to penetrate.This aeration
will be performed by a machine
brought in from out of state that digs
12-inches into the grass and soil while
carefully avoiding the in-ground irriga-
tion system.

ATHLETIC FIELDS FROM PAGE 1



of interest

SAMANTHA DENYSE FRANCIS (GHS ’05,
Bowdoin ’09) has been awarded the Alice
Merrill Mitchell Prize at Bowdoin College's
annual Honor's Day ceremony. The prize is
awarded annually to those who have shown
the most skill in the art of acting. Francis is

an English major with a minor in teaching.
She participated in the Study Away
Program at Butler University- University of
Glasgow, Scotland. She is the daughter of
Jackie and Gain Francis.

A Chicken Pie Dinner will be served at the
First Parish Congregational Church, 1

Church Street in Gorham on May 30 from
5 - 6:30 p.m. Adults $8/Children 12 and
under $5. Menu includes chicken pie,
mashed potatoes, carrots, green beans,
cranberry sauce, rolls, beverages and
homemade pies for dessert. Public invited!

There will be an Ice Cream Social & Open
House honoring White Rock Principal,
MARGARET EVANS, for her 25 years of
service in the Gorham schools on May 29,
6-7:30 at White Rock School.  Free and
open to the public. FMI, 222-1050.

Air Force Airman JOSHUA RANCOURT
graduated from basic military training at
Lackland Air Force Base, San Antonio,
Texas. Rancourt, a ’04 graduate of
Westbrook High School, is the son of
Melissa Rancourt of Gorham.

An Antiques Appraisal Fair will be held at
the YourSpace parking lot on May 21, 4
p.m. Benefit Ossipee Trails Arts Center.
FMI, 839-3267.

The Baxter Library will have a model train
display mounted by MaiNtrak at the library
on May 23 from 9 a.m. to 12 noon. There
will be trains to play with, train crafts and
games, train stories and other fun and inter-
esting train activities, as well as children’s
train books for sale. Recommended for all
those who love trains. FMI, 839-5031.

High school seniors or those currently
enrolled in a post secondary school and
planning to major in environmental studies,
botany, ecology, forestry, wildlife manage-
ment or related fields are invited to apply
for the Gorham Garden Club Scholarship.
FMI Helen Manderson 839-3630.
Applications should be in by 6/01/09.

community
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Stephanie and Ross Fyrberg of Gorham,
announce the engagement of their son,
JASON FYRBERG (GHS ’02), to KATY
PHILLIPS, daughter of Mary Phillips and
Ted Phillips, both of Attleboro, MA. Fyrberg
earned a bachelor's degree from Emerson
College in 2006 and works as a sound
mixer in Los Angeles. A wedding is
planned for May 2010. 

Mr. & Mrs. Jonathan Shaw 
of Gorham are pleased to

announce the engagement of
their daughter, JENNIFER

SHAW (GHS ’99), to JOSEPH
PRULELLO, son of Joseph

Prulello of King of Prussia, PA
and MJ Prulello of Gilbertsville,
PA. Shaw, a graduate of Temple

University with a BA in Fine
Arts, is currently working at

Citizen’s Bank and the Bahama
Breeze Restaurant. Prulello is

employed at Concordville
Nissan in Glen Mills, PA. A

September 2010 wedding is
planned. 

Daisy Troop 2027 and Brownie Troop
1313 worked together to help clean up
Narragansett Elementary School the last
weekend in April. Troop members weeded
and mulched around perennial beds, raked
lawns and planted pansies in barrels in
front of the school. Pictured in front row (l
to r): Marin Perry, Anna Nault, Lauren
Green, Abigail O'Brien, Lydia Valentine,
Haley Lowell, Quinn Young, Madison
Firmin, Elyssa Johnson. Middle Row:
Meredith Maguire, Grace Shimansky. Back
Row: Abby Miller, Julie Cooper, Madisen
Sweatt, Celia Begonia, Emma Owens,
Hannah Dimick, Brittaney Landry, Julia
Sturgis, Sarah Tuttle, Laura Bolduc, and
Mackenzie Yaskula. Photo credit Raina Cooper

ELIZABETH
DAMON (GHS
’05), was induct-
ed into UMaine's
Delta Chapter of
Phi Beta Kappa 
at the UMaine
Buchannan
Alumni House 
on April 23.
Damon’s grand-
mother, Ruth
Ayers of Gorham, is also a member of the
Maine Chapter. Damon graduated summa
cum laude in December 2008 and will begin
a master's program in Counseling and
Dance/Movement Therapy at Antioch
University in Keene, NH, this fall. She is the
daughter of Duane and Pam Damon. 

Local young artist AUTUMN HEIL, a sec-
ond grader at Narragansett School, submit-

ted a clay sculpture of her
cat, Louie, (which she
created) to “Artsonia,” a
student art gallery show-
casing child artists and
school art projects

from around the
world. Heil has been

taking art
classes since
she was five
years old. 

4-H Beef Project
Sarah Sparks

Six Gorham students who are members of local 4-H
beef clubs gathered at FindView Farm on Mighty
Street in Gorham recently, to attend a ‘fitting clinic’

for members enrolled in the beef project. Fitting profes-
sional, Chris Payne, of Old Homestead Farm in Hiram,
worked with 4-H members, teaching them to groom and
showcase their animals to look their best before a show.
They learn to present themselves to the judge, to safely
hold and turn an animal and set the animal to look its
best. For 4-H beef members, the show season is a long one
and culminates at the Fryeburg Fair in the fall where ani-
mals are either shown and/or auctioned off. Attending the
clinic from Gorham High School were 4-H members Dan
Smith, 17, Gabby Parsons, 16, Chelsea Burnham, 15, and
Samantha Grant, 15.Thirteen-year-old Travis Grant (pic-
tured at top of page 1) a GMS student and 8-year-old
Kelton Tanguay were also participants.

Top: Chelsea Burnham (right), learning life skills
from Samantha Grant.

Dan Smith (at right), clipping a Belted Galloway.  
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The Baxter Memorial Library provided
free quality programs during April vacation
week that were well attended and fun for
all. On Clifford the Big Red Dog Day, kids
enjoyed a special visit from “Teddy” the
big, brown dog and made “dog ears,”
Undersea Adventures of Cap’n Eli author,
Jay Piscobo, conducted a drawing work-
shop, and finally, “Fancy Nancy Day”
brought out the fancy in all! See photos
above.

Auditions for the USM Youth Ensembles
program will be held at Corthell Hall on the
USM Gorham campus in May. Students
who will be high school seniors or younger
in 2009-2010 are eligible to audition.
Application and audition reservations must
be made on or after May 18 by calling
Binney Brackett at 780-5003. Download an
audition form at www.usm.maine.edu/
music/youthensembles Audition dates are:
Strings – May 26, 27, 28; Flute, oboe, bas-
soon – May 27; Brass, percussion – May 28.

The United Church of Christ at North
Gorham starts its season of authentic
Bean-Hole-Bean Suppers on May 16 from
4:30 to 6 p.m. Beans (kidney, pea, and yel-
low-eye) are placed in a special stone-lined
bean hole in the ground on Friday night
and allowed to cook for twenty-four hours.
The menu also includes hot-dogs, rolls,
homemade brown bread, cole slaw, potato
salads, and pies.  The beans and brown
bread recipes are fifty or more years old!
Suppers run through October, always on
the third Saturday of the month. FMI, 892-
9532 or jel1942@juno.com. 

The Gorham Historical Society will hold
its May 14 meeting at 7 p.m. at the
Gorham Saving’s Bank Business Center on
Route 202, with a speaker from the new
Military Museum in So. Portland. FMI, 892-
9532 or jel1942@juno.com.

Join Gorham Adult Education for a trip to
Coastal Maine Botanical Gardens in
Boothbay on, May 30 from 7:30 – 4:30
p.m. $45.pp. To learn more about the gar-
dens go to mainegardens.org or call Adult
Ed. At 222-1095. 

A good time was had by all. The Gorham
Block Party (above) turned out to be a
sunny success. For more photos, visit
www.gorhamtimes.com. 

Gorham resident and Professor of Music,
Bruce Fithian, will direct a Spring Concert
on  May 17 at the Episcopal Church of
Saint Mary the Virgin in Falmouth. The 3
p.m. concert is free for students with ID
and $20 for the public.

There will be a Car Wash behind Gorham
Rite-Aid Pharmacy on May 16 from 10 a.m.-
3 p.m. to benefit the Gorham Middle School
8th grade celebration. Donations accepted.  

COMMUNITY FROM PREVIOUS PAGE
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FRIDAY, MAY 15
n GHS Varsity Sports: Tennis, Softball,

and Lacrosse. See www.viewmysched-
ule.com for full schedule, times, and
location.

SATURDAY, MAY 16
n Authentic Bean-Hole Bean Supper,

United Church of Christ at North
Gorham, 4:30-6 p.m. $7 adults. FMI,
892-9532 or jel1942@juno.com.

n Car Wash behind Gorham Rite-Aid
Pharmacy, 10 a.m. – 3 p.m. Benefit
GMS 8th Grade. 

n The Friends of Baxter Memorial
Library and the Gorham Educational
Foundation, Inc. Wine Tasting and
Auction Fundraiser, 6 p.m. at the
Library.

n GHS Varsity Sports: Basetball, and
Lacrosse. See
www.viewmyschedule.com for full
schedule, times, and location.

TUESDAY, MAY 19
n Pre-School Story Time for ages 3-5

years, 9:30 a.m. Baxter Memorial
Library. FMI, 839-5031.

n Gorham Women's Alliance Spring
Event, 7:00 p.m. at the Municipal
Center. Speaker will be Joanna
Murphy, President of New England
Credit Consultants.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 20
n Babies in the Library, infants to 3

years, 10 a.m. North Gorham Public
Library. FMI, 892-9532. 

THURSDAY, MAY 21
n Baby and Me for ages 0-18 months,

9:30 a.m. Baxter Memorial Library.
FMI, 839-5031.

n Toddler Time for ages 18-36 months,
10 a.m. Baxter Memorial Library. FMI,
839-5031.

n Music Together Demonstration Class
for infants – 5 years, 1:30 p.m. at
Baxter Library.  Sing, dance, clap,
enjoy finger-plays and rhythmic
chants. FMI, 839-5031. 

n Kiwanis Club Lunch Meeting,
Pinecrest Bed & Breakfast, 12 noon-1
p.m. FMI, 839-8944.

n Story Hour for 3-5 year olds, North
Gorham Public Library, 9:30 a.m. FMI,
892-9532. 

n Antiques Appraisal Fair, YourSpace
parking lot, 4 p.m. Benefit Ossipee
Trails Arts Center. FMI, 839-3267.

SATURDAY, MAY 23
n Train Day at the Baxter Memorial

Library, 9 a.m. - 12 p.m.
Recommended for all those who love
trains. FMI, 839-5031.

n Maine All-State Music Festival,
Windham High School. Band at 2
p.m., Orchestra at 3:30 p.m. and
Chorus at 5 p.m. Tickets $8-$15.

n North Gorham Public Library Annual
Book and Plant Sale, 10 a.m. – 1 p.m.
Fill a bag full of books for only $5. and
select some special plants for your
garden. FMI, 892-9532 or
jel1942@juno.com.

n Bean Supper at the Bungalow, Rt. 22
and Broadturn Road, 5-6 p.m.
$5/under 3 free. FMI, 839-6972.

MONDAY, MAY 25
n Memorial Day. No School for grades

K-12.
TUESDAY, MAY 26
n Pre-School Story Time for ages 3-5

years, 9:30 a.m. Baxter Memorial
Library. FMI, 839-5031.

WEDNESDAY, MAY 27
n Pops Concert at GHS, featuring the

GHS Chamber Singers and Chorus.
7:30 p.m. MPAC. 

n Babies in the Library, infants to 3
years, 10 a.m. North Gorham Public
Library. FMI, 892-9532. 

THURSDAY, MAY 28
n Baby and Me for ages 0-18 months,

9:30 a.m. Baxter Memorial Library.
FMI, 839-5031.

n Toddler Time for ages 18-36 months,
10 a.m. Baxter Memorial Library. FMI,
839-5031.

n Story Hour for 3-5 year olds, North
Gorham Public Library, 9:30 a.m. FMI,
892-9532.

The Gorham Ecumenical Food 
Pantry is open every Thurs. at 

St. Anne’s Church from 9–11 a.m.
and the second Wednesday of each
month from 5:30–7 p.m. Open to

anyone in need of food from Gorham.
Located in the building

behind St. Anne’s Church.

what’s happening

Please join the Girl Scouts of Maine par-
ent information night on May 21, 6:30 p.m.
at Narragansett School. Learn about scout-
ing opportunities for your daughter in your
community.

Cub Scout Pack 74 of Gorham hosts a Car
Wash at Rite Aid, Gorham Sat May 30th, 9
a.m.-1 p.m. FMI call 839-7875.

The GHS Girls Tennis team will be holding
a Car Wash behind Rite Aid on Sunday,
May 17, 9 a.m.-2 p.m.

Calling all neighborhoods, civic clubs,
churches, youth groups, business and
community members: Get your group
together and join in this years’ Memorial
Day Parade on May 25. Visit the Gorham
Rec. Dept Web site at www.gorhamrec.com
for forms. Participants will line up at 10am
at Village School, the parade will begin at
11:00 am. FMI 222-1630
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Members of USM Sigma Nu Fraternity, MATTHEW TAGGETT, JAY SMALLEY, BRYAN
MARTELL, SAMUEL SMITH, JAKE MARCEAU AND JAMES PEARSONS recently cleaned
up Phinney Park as a community service of their chapter. The effort was coordinated
between the Fraternity and Town Council member Noah Miner.



Preble Street caller reported that their
debit card was stolen and had been used
that morning at a gas station.

Church Street caller stated their moun-
tain bike was stolen from their driveway
and that their neighbors heard "weird
things going on."

Weeks Road caller reported seeing six
juveniles with a stool, shovel and black
box walk into the woods headed towards
the sand pit.

Mighty Street caller requested to speak
with an officer regarding possible fraud
on Craig’slist.

Main Street caller reported a male sub-
ject staring at the propane tanks outside
for a while.

Huston Road caller requested to speak
with an officer regarding the safety of
their friend who was in a taxi and the
driver had been lost for at least an hour.
Taxi cab driver was going through mail
boxes looking for the address.

Buck Street caller reported someone
yelled at them telling them to slow down

as they were driving by a residence. The
male also threw a large tree limb at their
vehicle causing damage.

Bee Happy Way caller reported that
someone stole their Bee Happy Way sign.  

Sebago Lake Road caller advised their
kids were outside playing and saw a male
subject stumbling around in the ceme-
tery.

Narragansett Street caller reported the
motor from their chipper was stolen.

Caller reported a car ran over a turkey
and did not stop. 

Preble Street caller reported a loud
party, with hollering, and fighting.

Robie Street caller reported a house that
appeared to be blocked off/run down and
had a van in the yard that hadn't been
registered for two years.

Evergreen Drive caller requested to
speak with an officer regarding an article
they read in the paper regarding an indi-
vidual being a member of the Iron
Horsemen.
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• Stress Reduction and Relaxation

• Mind/Body/Spirit Integration

• Quantum Touch© Techniques

• Reiki Training Classes

• Sliding Scale Fees Available

Sandra Maguire, Reiki Master

207-838-1602   smaguire08@gmail.com
www.SandraMaguire.com

Spring Relief! 
60 min only $40

Time to try!

Holistic Pathways Yoga and Healing Center, Gorham

Full service property maintenance
Mowing, trimming, mulching, and

all your landscaping needs.

Great service—call 749-7944.

Websites, Expert Articles, Blogs, E-mail Marketing

We’ll Put Words in Your Mouth…
and on the Web.

Dede Perkins |  www.afewgoodwords.com  |  207.671.3904

afewgoodwords

Websites, Expert Articles, Blogs, E-mail Marketing

We’ll Put Words in Your Mouth…
and on the Web.

Dede Perkins |  www.afewgoodwords.com  |  207.671.3904

afewgoodwords

Gorham Massage 
& Wellness

20 Mechanic St. • Gorham, ME 04038
www.gorhammassageandwellness.com

Linda Morris, BA, LMT
Licensed Massage Therapist

749-7319

Gorham Primary Care P C
130 Main Street

Gorham, ME 04038
Telephone 207-839-5551

Adult Primary Care
New Patients Welcome

Accepting: MaineCare, Medicare, Etc.
Discount available for cash at time of service

Office Hours: Monday–Friday  9 a.m.–5 p.m.

Next week, nearly 40 full-time
Southern Maine Community
College students from as far

away as New Jersey will compete for
highly coveted student live-in assign-
ments in local communities as part of
the SMCC Public Safety Student Live-
In program. Gorham Resident Steve
Willis, Fire Science faculty member, is
the Live-In program coordinator.

Aspiring live-in students have sub-
mitted application packages and let-
ters of recommendation and will sit
for an interview with representatives
of Southern Maine host communities
Friday, May 15, and Saturday, May 16,
2009 at the Gorham Municipal
Center.Thirty-one students will be
chosen and assigned to 24 area
fire/rescue stations. Students become
“paid on call” members of the com-
munity’s fire/rescue department, and
must complete up to three weeks of
firefighting and emergency medical
training before the College’s fall
semester begins.

In the fall, the students will join
local responders protecting nearly
200,000 greater Portland citizens.
During the school year, live-in stu-
dents respond to hundreds of emer-
gency incidents as well as assist with
fire prevention and other fire/rescue
department services.

“This program is a win-win-win for
the students, the communities and
the college,” said Willis.“The students
save money on housing because they
live for free in the stations; and they
receive hands-on training, experience
and coaching from Fire Department
members that really complements
their classroom lessons.”

The SMCC Public Safety Student
Live-In program is entering its 21st
year of service. It began with four stu-
dents – two assigned to a South
Portland fire station, and two in
Scarborough. Participation has grown
steadily to more than 60 student
assignments. FMI contact Steve Willis at
swillis@smccme.edu or 207-741-5808.

Students Live-in 
Fire Stations Carol Hammond, SMCC Communications



C L A S S I F I E D S
D A Y C A R E
Home Daycare, 13+ yrs experience. Full and part-
time openings. Gorham bus route. Call Lori  756-
5251. 

D A Y  P R O G R A M  
F O R  S E N I O R S
Residential setting. Nutritious lunch, socialization,
games, guests—fun for all. Call Nancy Bartlett
839-4134 

M U S I C  L E S S O N S
VOICE AND PIANO lessons at my Gorham 
studio. BA in Music Ed. $22 per half hour. 
Call Paul 839-4628. 

PIANO LESSONS in my Gorham home. $20 half
hour. 25 years experience. Call Mrs. K, 939-9104.

S E R V I C E S
RESTORE YOUR OLDER HOMES to their former
glory inside and out with the experience of Keogh
and Company. See display ad on page 15.

INTERIOR AND EXTERIOR PAINTING.
Specializing in older homes. Low rates, 
quality work. Free estimates. Call Dave Hall 
at 929-4469. 

HOUSEKEEPER. Residential or commercial.
Hourly or flat rates. Excellent references. kazak-
shaw@hotmail.com 

CLEANING POSITION sought by local woman.
Weekly and every other week. References 
available. Call Pat after 2 p.m. 839-6827. 

THE PAINT WIZARD.
Painting, Wallpapering,
Power Washing.
Residential/Commercial,
Interior/Exterior. Fully
insured, quality workman-
ship, local references. Free
estimates. Call Larry Elliott
625-4009 or 289-0405. 

E.R. Services. Anything
from ground up. Affordable
rates. Mulching, tree work,
lawn/plant installations,
patios, walkways, etc. 
Call anytime. 347-1405

FOR SALE
MOTORCYCLE SUZUKI GZ
250CC, only 1,450 miles!
Very nice bike in nearly new
condition, Black, fully serv-
iced last season.  Perfect
starter bike but with plenty
of power for long rides.
$2299. Call 929-6303. 

YARD SALE
Multi Family Yard Sale 133 Gray Road
Gorham Sat. May 16th 9am-1pm
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We’re not just old cars!

Towing • Truck Bedliners • Undercoating
Sandblasting • Custom Paint Work • Collision Restoration 

Collectible Autos
AAA APPROVED AUTO BODY REPAIR SHOP
201 New Portland Rd, Gorham, ME 839-6401

Mon–Fri 8–5  Sat 9–12 Sun Closed • www.wymansauto.com

In Touch Therapeutic Massage 31 Main St
Gorham offering Massage Therapy and The
Trager© Approach. Excellent rates for high
quality care. Improve health while reducing
stress. FMI call 839-2333.

Tim Graham
Managing Partner
Modern Woodmen of America
Timothy.K.Graham@mwarep.org
Office: 207-883-3967
Cell: 207-232-4622

Audiology and 
Hearing Aid Services

Village Hearing Care

381 Main Street, Suite 4
Gorham, Maine  04038

839-8400 • www.villagehearing.com

Shannon Phinney Dowdle, Audiologist



COOK’S HARDWARE
57 Main Street, Gorham, ME  

207-839-4856 wwwwww..MMaarrtthhaaTTHHaarrrriiss..ccoomm   883399--33443311 

Scheduling now for May 12th-17th.  
Limited sessions available. For color samples and pricing, 

e-mail marthat@maine.rr.com   

TTooddddlleerrss iinn tthhee DDaannddeelliioonnss


