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HAPPY HOLIDAYS FROM
THE GORHAM TIMES!

WE WILL BE TAKING OUR HOLIDAY BREAK.
OUR NEXT PUBLICATION WILL BE 1/5/23

A Season of Light and Hope
Traditions from Around the World

As the nights grow longer and cold-
er, many cultural and religious groups 
worldwide emphasize finding hope by 
seeking light and warmth, through cele-
brating their holiday traditions. In Maine 
as elsewhere, people of many beliefs 
have much in common at this time of 
year: the search for light, warmth, and a 
reminder that green growth will return 
in the spring.

Christians observe the pre-Christmas 
season by lighting Advent candles, antici-
pating the birth of the Christ child. 
Many people, both Christian and non-
Christian, enjoy seeing the outdoor light 
displays in public parks and along city 
and suburban streets.

In the Christian tradition, the 
Christmas season begins on Christmas 
Eve and Christmas Day. Along with all 
the iconic trees and decorations, carols 
are sung and verses are read, many of 
which refer to a “star in the east” that the 
three wise men followed to Bethlehem, 
a city in the ancient kingdom of Israel. 
Other Christmas carols mention brightly 
glowing angels that shepherds saw and 
heard above them that night, as they 
guarded their sheep in the fields outside 
Bethlehem, then went into the town to 
seek out the infant Jesus and his parents. 

In many locations throughout the 
American Southwest, especially the 
State of New Mexico, December is the 
month when plazas, churches, homes, 
and businesses across the region are lit 
up with luminarias (or farolitos as they 
are known in Northern New Mexico). 
In Spanish, luminaria means “illumina-
tion.” The holiday tradition was intro-
duced to New Mexico’s indigenous peo-
ple by Spanish missionaries from Mexico 
in the 1600s, and originally featured 
torches made from local sources such as 
pinyon boughs. Luminarias can be seen 
throughout the holiday season, but are 
especially popular on Christmas Eve. 

Due to inclement weather, this year’s holiday light parade was canceled at the eleventh 
hour. That didn’t stop Gorham Rec from hosting a community holiday celebration at Shaw 
Gym. Families gathered to play holiday-themed carnival games, write letters to Santa, make 
ornaments, get their faces painted, and meet Santa and Mrs. Claus. 

The project team developing the 
Villages Master Plan held a second 
public meeting on Nov. 29. They 
presented draft 
concepts and rec-
ommenda t ions 
for revitalization 
of the Little Falls-
South Windham 
villages and 
sought feedback 
from the commu-
nity in person and 
online.

A collabora-
tion between the 
towns of Gorham 
and Windham, 
the project has a 
multi-disciplinary 
consultant team 
that has been working for nearly two 
years to develop a vision for the area. 
They sought input from the commu-
nity through a previous public meeting 
and small group listening sessions. “We 
were very pleased with the number of 

people who participated and showed 
their interest in the project,” Carol 
Eyerman, Gorham Town Planner, and 

team member said 
after the meeting. 

Located where 
Route 202 crosses 
the Presumpscot 
River, the study 
area was a busy 
n e i g h b o r h o o d 
of homes, shops, 
and businesses for 
many years. The 
team presented 
concepts designed 
to create “a mixed-
use New England 
village center” for 
this neighborhood 
e n c o m p a s s i n g 

both the Windham and Gorham sides 
of the river.

The concept images illustrated five 
themes: more housing density, an 

John Ersek, Staff Writer

As part of the tradition of Las Posadas 
(The Inns), luminarias are supposed to 
light the way of Mary and Joseph as they 
go door to door seeking shelter, before 
eventually arriving at a stable. In New 
Mexico, these decorative holiday lan-
terns have generally been made by using 
brown paper bags since these bags first 
went on sale in 1872. 

Luminaria traditions originating in 
Spain and Mexico are observed in many 
of the former Spanish territories across 
Latin America. 

The history of the bûche de Noël in 
France is similar to the Yule log tradi-
tion which originated in Scandinavia 
and became popular in Great Britain. 
It dates back to medieval times and 
even prior to that, to an era when many 
pre-Christian rites were competing with 
Christian traditions. In the 1600s French 
colonists introduced it to Quebec. A 
log of wood—often from a fruit tree to 
ensure a successful harvest in the year 
to come—would be brought home and 
placed in the hearth, which at the time 
functioned as the epicenter of every 
family’s activities. Once lit on Christmas 
Eve, the log had to burn for at least three 
days for good luck—ideally until the 
New Year.

By the late 1800s, as traditional 
hearths disappeared from French 
homes, replaced by wood-burning, gas, 
and coal stoves, it was only a matter of 
time before someone realized that it 
would be a lot more enjoyable to eat 
the log rather than simply watch it. The 
bûche de Noël was re-invented as the 
popular holiday dessert of today, a log-
shaped cake with a rich buttery filling of 
various flavors.

In addition to these Christmas tradi-
tions, there are other ways that people 
around the world celebrate this season 
of light. For instance, members of the 

Little Falls-South Windham 
Master Plan Update

Celebrating the Holidays

Kathy Corbett, Staff Writer
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The concept images illustrated 

five themes: more housing

density, an inviting setting for 

local businesses, a streetscape 

that encourages a walking

neighborhood, opportunities for 

outdoor recreation, and features 

that help build community. 
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highest rate of very-low food secure 
households. Nearly one in 10 Mainers 
are currently facing hunger, including 
one out of every six children. 

While these statistics are staggering, 
they represent so much more than 
just numbers. The people behind 
them are our friends, our neighbors 
and other members of our commu-
nity, many of whom often hide that 
they are going through tough times. 
We can do better.

In the Legislature, ending hunger 
in our state has been a top priority for 
me and for my colleagues. In 2019, we 
passed bipartisan legislation outlining 
a roadmap to end hunger in Maine by 
2030, a collective commitment to create 
hunger-free communities and ensure 
that every Mainer has a stable founda-
tion on which to build a good life. 

One of the most important pieces 
of that roadmap was to encourage and 
support more local partnerships and 
innovative solutions to address the sys-

Rep. Maureen “Mo” Terry, 
D-Gorham, is serving her 
fourth term in the Maine 
House of Representatives. 
She is the House majority 
leader, where she serves 
as head of the Democratic 
caucus. Outside of her 

legislative work, Rep. Terry is a chef and small 
business owner. Contact her at maureen.terry@
legislature.maine.gov.

Policy on News from Augusta: The Gorham Times asked our three state legislators from Senate District 30, House District 109 and House District 110 to 
provide us with “News from Augusta.” We publish their articles on a rotating basis. The submissions are devoted to updates of legislative and administrative 
news, proposed and passed bills and laws, and developments and events that are of interest and have an impact to Gorham residents. The Gorham Times 
reserves the right to edit the submissions and it further reserves the right to reject any submission, in its sole discretion.

Project DASH: An Innovative Way to 
Address Hunger in Maine
Rep. Mo Terry, D-Gorham

As a retired chef, mother and small 
food producer, I have dedicated much 
of my life to ensuring that those in my 
community have enough to eat. While 
the holiday season is a joyous occasion 
for many families, for those of us who 
don’t know where our next meal will 
come from, the holidays can be par-
ticularly difficult. That’s why I was so 
pleased to participate in an event last 
month celebrating a new partnership 
between Preble Street and DoorDash. 
Their collaboration – “Project DASH” 
– seeks to tackle food insecurity in the 
Greater Portland area.

Too many of our friends and neigh-
bors here in Cumberland County and 
across the state are confronted with 
the painful daily reality of not being 
able to access enough food for them-
selves and their families. When I first 
started doing this work, one in every 
four children in the state went hun-
gry. We have come a long way since 
then, but hunger still plagues many 
Mainers. In the face of current eco-
nomic challenges, including inflation 
and rising costs, the future of food 
access is even more uncertain.

Over the past several years, we have 
ensured that kids get a free meal at 
school every day, we have sent food 
home in backpacks, and we have built 
partnerships with local food produc-
ers to better coordinate our efforts. 
I am proud of this work, but, accord-
ing to data from the U.S. Department 
of Agriculture, Maine still has the 
second-highest rate of food insecure 
households in New England and the 

temic causes of hunger and help bridge 
the meal gap. Project DASH is exactly 
the type of partnership we envisioned. 

Project DASH offers last-mile logis-
tic support to Preble Street. This bold 
vision moves Maine closer toward estab-
lishing a comprehensive food system 
that extends the life of food, limits waste 
and broadens access to food so that 
more Mainers – including some of our 
most vulnerable – receive nutritious, 
culturally appropriate ingredients and 
meals conveniently and with the dig-
nity that they deserve. It is an amazing 
example of the power of collaboration 
and the possibilities that we can achieve 
by working together. 

This partnership has the potential to 
be transformational for Preble Street’s 
work, playing a critical role in our efforts 
to end food insecurity in the greater 
Portland area and helping to create a 
hunger-free Maine for future genera-
tions. I am excited to continue working 
to facilitate more partnerships like this 
in this coming legislative session.

As always, if you have any questions, 
concerns or ideas, please feel welcome 
to reach out.

NEWS FROM AUGUSTA

Around Town
Plummer’s Ace Hardware has purchased 
Sportsman’s Hardware in Westbrook, 
opening on Tuesday, Dec. 6. Plummer’s 
now has 5 locations, Buxton, Gorham, 
Limerick, Waterboro, and Westbrook.

“Souped Up” will be a counter service 
bistro-type café at 29 School Street 
opening in January, serving soups, 
salads, sandwiches, and coffee items, 
with as much locally-sourced product as 
possible, and 99% of the soups made 
from scratch in-house.   

SUPPORT YOUR COMMUNITY
SHOP LOCAL
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Advertising
deAdlines

HOLIDAY BREAK
December 28

January 11
January 25
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THANK YOU TO ALL
OF OUR ADVERTISERS

& SUPPORTERS!
YOUR HELP HAS KEPT 

OUR COMMUNITY PAPER 
GOING SINCE 1995.

The list thus far for the
participants of the Tree Festival:

Donna Hill
65 New Portland Road

Casco Federal Credit Union
375 Main Street 

Galilee Church
317 Main Street

Junction Bowl
7 Railroad Ave

Sidecar Wine, Whiskey & Tapas Bar
7 Railroad Ave

Atlantic Dance Arts
29 School Street Suite D

Redeemer Lutheran Church
410 Main Street

Blue Pig
19 State Street

Chiropractic Clinic of Gorham
88 State Street

Great Falls Construction
20 Mechanic Street

CHECK THEM OUT! Happy Holidays!!

One of the most important

pieces of that roadmap was to

encourage and support more 

local partnerships and innovative 

solutions to address the systemic 

causes of hunger and help

bridge the meal gap.

Revaluation 
Update

The Gorham Times had scheduled 
a comprehensive article on the recent 
property evaluation for this issue. 
Because of the complexity of the sub-
ject and the need to communicate with 
many people for their information and 
perspective, the article is now scheduled 
for the Jan. 5 issue.
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Gorham Community Chorus 
Celebrates the Holiday Season
Kerry Constantino, Staff Writer

Ezekiel Lockman Eagle Scout

Ezekiel Lockman of North 
Gorham earned his Eagle Scout rank 
at a Court of Honor at Great Falls 
School on Nov. 19. For his Eagle 
Service Project, Zeke improved a 
campsite at the Jam Road Preserve 
in Standish which included build-
ing two tent platforms and an acces-
sible  picnic table, protecting veg-

etation, and limiting human impact 
at the site. 

Zeke was elected to the Order of 
the Arrow in 2019 and was Casco Bay 
Chapter Chief of the Madockawanda 
Lodge in 2021-2022. A student at 
Falmouth High School, Zeke is a mem-
ber of the Falmouth and Gorham FIRST 
Robotics Team 172, The Northern Force.

Willis 
Real 

Estate
www.willisrealestate.com

 willisteam@willisrealestate.com

Wishing you all a
Joyous Holiday Season

and a Happy New Year!

Christopher Pidhajecky DDS
347 Main Street

Gorham, ME 04038

207.839.3006

www.gorhamdentistry.com

NEW PATIENTS
ALWAYS

WELCOMED

Kathy Corbett, Staff Writer

Zeke Lockman’s parents James and Rori congratulated him at the Eagle Scout Court of 
Honor. The Lockmam family had been involved in scouting for years. Rori was Zeke’s Den 
Leader and his brother, Teddy, is also an Eagle Scout.

Courtesy of Lockman family
Photo credit: Kerry Constantino

The Gorham Community chorus, led 
by John Rimkunas, held its winter con-
cert “Prelude to Christmas” on Sunday, 
Dec. at McCormack Performing Arts 
Center at Gorham High School audito-
rium. Opening with Haydn’s “Achieved 
is the Glorious Work” the chorus sang a 
variety of holiday favorites old and new. 
Singing medleys of both American holi-
day classics, “A Bit of Holiday Cheer” as 
well as British holiday carols “Here We 
Come A-Caroling.”  

The concert closed with a Christmas 
carol sing-along where audience mem-
bers were encouraged to join in, sing-
ing “Joy to the World,” “It Came Upon a 
Midnight Clear,” “Deck the Halls,” “Oh, 
Come All Ye Faithful,” “Silent Night,” 
and ending with “We Wish You a Merry 
Christmas.”

The Gorham Community Chorus 
is already looking forward to spring, 
with rehearsals resuming Jan. 9, 2023. 
Any community members interested 
in participating are encouraged to 
join. No prior chorus experience 
is required, just a love of singing. 
Singers in the chorus can expect 
to learn a variety of songs that can 
include “everything from Bach to 
Broadway.” 

Rehearsals take place every 
Monday from 7-9 p.m. at the mid-
dle school auditorium. If you are 
interested in joining, contact director 
John Rimkunas via email at gorham-
communitychorus@gmail.com. 

Next up for the chorus is a per-
formance at the upcoming New Year 
Gorham celebration.

New Year Gorham Update
Lucia Monaco Holloway, GHS Student Intern

New Year Gorham has big plans 
to continue this year with some 
favorites returning like storyteller 
Antonio Rocha, the Mad Science 
team, Wildlife Encounters, Balloon 
Tying, and Fireworks as some of the 
special events this year. 

Some other activities also sched-
uled are wildlife encounters, face 
painting, twister, line dancing, 
Making Memories with Susan and 
Ray Dupuis, Mime Workshop with 
Antonio Rocha, etc. There will also 
be performances by the Gorham High 
School Chamber Singers, Chorus, 

Timmy and the Sophomores Quartet, 
Matt Roberts Magic, Antonio Rocha 
Returns, Don Roy Trio and a Mime 
Presentation. 

This year is not only a milestone 
year but the first time in two years 
that this event will be back in person. 
The committee is excited to pres-
ent this New Year’s Eve community 
event. Any questions about the pro-
gram and volunteer opportunities 
can be sent by sending an email to 
Thomas Hasbrouck at trhasbrouck@
icloud.com, or by phone call to 
Virginia Wilder Cross at 222-2248.

Courtesy of New Year Gorham

The Gorham Times is seeking for a distribution person to 
take over our “Southern Route” down South Street/Route 
114, 10 locations, 400+ papers, half go to Town buildings 

all clustered by the Town Hall/Baxter Library.
This is a great opportunity to meet interesting people

and learn about community organizations.

Seeking Distribution Team
Member for our Southern Route
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CLUE:   M = L  

Is a Roth Conversion Right 
For You?
Ed Doyle, Contributing Writer

Depending on your situation, it 
might be appropriate to make some 
year-end financial moves: one, in par-
ticular, may allow you to take advan-
tage of the current investment climate 
while providing potential benefits far 
into the future.

This move is called a Roth IRA con-
version — the process of converting 
all or a portion of a traditional IRA 
to a Roth IRA. Traditional IRAs are 
often funded with pre-tax dollars, 
so contributions can lower your tax-
able income, and earnings can grow 
tax-deferred. A Roth IRA, however, is 
funded with after-tax dollars, so you 
get no immediate tax deduction, but 
earnings and contributions can be 
withdrawn federally tax-free, as long 
as you meet several requirements, 
including holding your account for 
five years and not taking withdrawals 
until you’re at least 59½.

If you’re attracted to the prospect 
of tax-free withdrawals in retirement, 
you might consider converting some 
or all your traditional IRA dollars to a 
Roth IRA. Yet, there’s one major issue 
to address: taxes. Any deductible con-
tributions to your traditional IRA, and 
the earnings generated by these con-
tributions, will be fully taxable the year 
of the conversion. If you’ve invested 
in your traditional IRA for many years, 
this tax bill could be considerable.  

But if you were interested in con-
verting some of your traditional IRA 
funds to a Roth in 2022, you might 
have one advantage, tax-wise — and 
that’s the state of the financial mar-
kets. As you are no doubt aware, it’s 
been a rough year for stocks, so the 
value of some of the investments in 
your traditional IRA may have fallen, 
perhaps substantially. If you were to 
convert these assets to a Roth IRA, your 
tax bill might be quite a bit lower than 
it would have been last year amid the 
lengthy bull market.

Still, lower taxes aren’t the same as 
no taxes. Ideally, you probably don’t 

want to take money out of the IRA 
itself to pay the taxes, since this might 
reduce some of the benefits. So, if 
you don’t have another source from 
which you can draw, you may find 
that a conversion might not make as 
much sense.

However, you could lower this 
tax bill by making smaller conver-
sions over several years. And you 
might ultimately find this strategy 
worthwhile because moving from 
a traditional IRA to a Roth IRA 
can offer some advantages. For one 
thing, since qualifying Roth IRA 
withdrawals won’t be counted as 
income, they won’t cause additional 
taxation of your Social Security ben-
efits or bump up your Medicare 
premiums. (If you wait until retire-
ment before making the conversion, 
the conversion itself could have 
these effects, at least for the years 
in which it takes place.)

Also, with a traditional IRA, you 
typically must start taking with-
drawals once you reach 72, but a 
Roth IRA doesn’t have this require-
ment. So, if you don’t need all your 
Roth IRA funds to support your 
retirement lifestyle, you can pass 
the remainder, tax free, to your 
beneficiaries. Consequently, a Roth 
IRA can play an important role in 
your estate planning.

Whatever the benefits of a Roth 
IRA, it’s essential that you consult 
with your tax advisor before mak-
ing a conversion decision. It’s a big 
move — so you’ll want to be sure it’s 
right for you.

LIVING

Ed Doyle operates a 
Gorham branch office 
of Edward Jones. He is 
experienced in all aspects 
of financial planning, retire-
ment income planning, and 
tax-advantaged education 
savings plans. This article 

is written by Edward Jones for use by your local 
Edward Jones Financial Advisor.

Sobriety During the Holidays
Chris Crawford, Staff Writer

Whether you are in recovery or not, 
the holiday season can be one of the 
most stressful times of the year. Staying 
clean, sober, and healthy is not only pos-
sible, it can be quite fun if we direct our 
attention toward people and activities 
that can help strengthen us on our road 
to recovery. These strategic tips from the 
Betty Ford Clinic, Recovery Institute, and 
Crossroads can help support your sobri-
ety over the next few months.

Plan Ahead. Always take your own 
vehicle to holiday parties so YOU can 
control your destiny. Arrive early and 
leave early. Take a sober companion 
with you for support and pay close atten-
tion to relapse triggers: H.A.L.T: Hungry. 
Angry. Lonely. Tired. 

Have your props ready. Always keep 
a non-alcoholic beverage in your hand. 
Whether it’s sparkling water or soda, 
others won’t be inclined to push drinks 
on you constantly. People never really 
notice or pay attention to what’s in your 
glass.

Make Self Care a Priority. Celebrate 
the holiday season by taking care of 
your body, mind, and soul. We cannot 
be our very best if we are depleted. Give 
yourself the gift of time for a massage 
or yoga class, for meditation or prayer. 
Proper nutrition, plenty of healthy phys-
ical movement, and proper rest will 
make you feel stronger, both physically 
and emotionally. 

Increase Support. The erratic nature 
of the season can be overwhelming. Plan 
each day in November and December by 
making 12-step support your first prior-
ity. Bookend a holiday event with phone 
calls to someone in recovery before and 
after the event. Commit to a 12-step 
meeting (or two) each day and invite a 
friend. If you’re traveling to another city, 
plan ahead and make sure you attend 
meetings there as well or pick up a 
phone meeting.

Time with relatives – know your 
limits. The crazy aunt who is going to 
criticize your career choice or an uncle 
or cousin who will insist on you hav-
ing his famous holiday drink are not 
helpful. Family relationships that have 
been simmering for years can lead us 
to rationalize and convince ourselves 
we deserve a drink. Surround yourself 
with supportive loved ones who will 
help you follow the steps to stay clean 
and sober.

Service, not self. Want to stay sober? 
Stay helpful. When we focus on others, 
we find more joy and gratitude. Look 
for ways to think about and serve oth-
ers. Make a special family recipe and 
deliver to friends. Donate time at a 
homeless shelter or soup kitchen. Visit 
a home-bound neighbor. These oppor-
tunities allow us to spread happiness 
and cheer to others.

Create new traditions. Celebrate the 
fact you are re-establishing your own 
life. As you affirm your new self on 
these festive days, you are choosing to 
celebrate the new, better, clean and 
sober life that you have created. This 
might mean hosting a sober, festive 
gathering with friends in recovery. 

Make sobriety your top priority. All 
holiday parties are optional. If you 
don’t think the activity is going to be 
good for your recovery, it’s okay not 
to go.

Maintain your spirituality. Our com-
mercial world wants us to believe that 
joy comes from tinsel, booze, and 
shopping. Regardless of your faith or 
spiritual beliefs, the holidays are real-
ly about giving and gratitude. When 
we focus on the true spirit of the 
season, negative emotions such as 
resentment, disappointment, and self-
loathing cannot find a foothold in our 
hearts. Recovery is a one-day-at-a-time 
endeavor, no matter the season.

(You must mention this ad 
prior to closing for my

donation to be submitted.)

Multi Million Dollar Top Producer
Masters Emerald Winner 2018

Masters Ruby Winner 2019, 2020 & 2021

Kelley Skillin-Smith, Broker
380 Main Street, Gorham, ME

207-632-0813
kelley@kelsells207.com

#KelSells207

FRYEBURG, MAINE

REALTOR KELLEY’S PUP OF THE MONTH: MEET GOMER!
5% of my real estate commissions generated from this ad will be donated to:

FOCUSING ON GREATER PORTLAND TO THE LAKES REGION AND ALL POINTS IN BETWEEN

Century 21 First Choice Realty
380 Main Street, Gorham, ME 04038

Handsome, sweet, independent, and adorably drooly! Gomer 
is a 4.5 y/o hound mix who came to us due to some disputes 
with neighborhood dogs. This cutie is cuddly, silly, and such a 
stud! He has lived with children, though we would recommend 
8+. Gomer has been around many different dogs, though if a 
dog doesn’t like him he will reciprocate the feeling and wont 
back down from a fight. This handsome guy knows some basic 
commands and is crate trained. He needs some work on his 
leash manners when excited, but is quite a wonderful gentle-
man otherwise!

Solution on Page 19
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Meet the Recreation Director, 
Cindy Hazelton

In March 2023, Cindy Hazelton will 
have spent 32 years working as the 
director of the Gorham Recreation 
Department, the second person to 
hold that position on a full-time 
basis. She was born and raised in 
Easton, ME and graduated from the 
University of Presque Isle, working 
in several positions with the YMCA 
before coming to Gorham in 1991. 

Hazelton commented that when 
she arrived in Gorham, “Daigle’s were 
still growing potatoes and Gorham 
seemed like one of the small towns 
I was used to,” as at that time the 
population of Gorham was roughly 
8,000. As the Town quickly grew, she 
learned that people wanted to partic-
ipate in a variety of activities. These 
included youth sports, summer day 
camps, before 
and after school 
care, community 
special events, 
and multi-gener-
ational activities 
which included 
seniors. 

In 1996, the 
building which 
currently hous-
es the Gorham 
Co-op Preschool 
was built by vol-
unteers with mostly donated equip-
ment and materials. Hazelton ran 
the Recreation Department from that 
location which was an improvement 
from the janitor’s closet at the former 
Shaw Junior High, now currently the 
Gorham Health Council Loan Closet. 
In 2005, when Shaw was renovated 
and transformed into the Municipal 
Center, the Rec. Dept. got a perma-
nent home.

Hazelton noted that the former 
PTA was able to save the Old Robie 
School on Rt. 202 from the wreck-
ing ball.  It now has a full kitchen 
and is used for large gatherings with 
table seating for up to 125 people. 
A variety of functions including wed-
dings, receptions, reunions and even 
Line Dancing on Wednesday nights 
happen there. The former Little Falls 
School, now known as the Little Falls 

VILLAGE BUILDERSVILLAGE BUILDERS
Full Service General Contractor

Repairs • Renovations • Additions

Daniel W. Grant, P.E.Daniel W. Grant, P.E.
Owner

21 New Portland Rd.
Gorham, ME 04038

PH 207-839-6072PH 207-839-6072
sales@villagebuildersmaine.com

207.650.2832 
Team@KeithNicely.com

RealEstateDoneNicely.com

Sheri Faber, Staff Writer

Activity Center, has before and after 
school programs, a day camp, and a 
senior center along with senior fit-
ness activities in the gym.

The Recreation Department 
staff of six manage facilities, fitness 

activities, child 
care programs, 
senior activities, 
and youth sports 
with 500+ signed 
up for basketball, 
400+ for soccer 
and 450+ for 
baseball/softball 
each year.

In addition to 
all of the above, 
Hazelton plans 
mystery lunch-

es for seniors (where they travel 
by bus to dine at various locations 
in the Greater Portland area), the 
Burn off the Turkey Race (now in 
its 25th year), Glow in the Park at 
Shaw Park, and the Memorial Day 
Parade. Facilities she is responsible 
for managing include the new Skate 
Park, multi-sport courts near the 
skate park, Little Falls Rec Area, Shaw 
Park, Robie Park, Robie Gym, the 
multipurpose field at GMS, pickleball 
courts at Little Falls and now the for-
mer White Rock School, Shaw Gym, 
and the Mt. Division Trail (Gorham 
section).

New 
Community 
Resources 
Liaison for 
Local Towns
Gorham Police Department

The Gorham Police Department 
and Windham Police Department 
have come together to hire a 
new joint Community Resource 
Liaison for the agencies to share. 
Please welcome Haley Berry. 
Haley’s first day with the Gorham 
Police Department was Thursday, 
Nov. 17. She will be splitting 
her time between both commu-
nities. Her hours of work will 
be fluid, but she will primar-
ily be working Tuesday through 
Friday, 8:30 a.m. to 6:30 p.m. 
Haley will be utilized as a resource 
for the agency to assist individu-
als that the agency has contact 
with who are struggling with men-
tal health or substance-use issues. 
She will primarily be utilized as a 
follow-up resource, not as an ini-
tial response to a critical incident. 
Haley began ride time with Gorham 
officers last week to get to know 
the agency and the community. 
For assistance with any questions, 
folks can contact the Gorham Public 
Safety Office at 222-4998.

Courtesy of Cindy Hazelton

In March 2023, Cindy Hazelton 

will have spent 32 years

working as the director of the 

Gorham Recreation Department, 

the second person to hold that 

position on a full-time basis.

Holiday Jokes
What goes “Oh, Oh, Oh”? 

Santa walking backward!

How do you help someone 
who has lost their Christmas 
spirit? 

Nurse them back to elf.

What do you call an elf that 
runs away from Santa’s work-
shop? 

A rebel without a Claus!

What do you call a reindeer 
ghost? 

A Cari-boo!

What did the wise men say 
after they offered up their gifts 
of gold and frankincense? 

Wait, there’s myrrh.
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WHERE ARE THEY NOW

Making Magic
Chris Crawford, Staff Writer

Eric Saindon and his wife at the BAFTA’s, 
(British Academy of Film Awards) in London.  

Photo credit: Lila Saindon

GHS (’88) graduate, Eric Saindon, 
will be hobnobbing with film roy-
alty in London and LA when James 
Cameron’s long-anticipated new 
movie, “Avatar: The Way of Water” 
premiers on Dec. 16th. The film is 
the first of a planned trilogy to be 
released over the next six years. 

Saindon is a visual effects supervisor 
at Wētā FX, a giant in the field of animat-
ed films such as the “Lord of the Rings” 
series, “King Kong,” “Battle Angel Alita” 
and of course the original 2016 ground-
breaking animated 3D film, “Avatar.” 
This blockbuster is still the world’s high-
est-grossing film. Wētā FX is based in 
Wellington, New Zealand where it has 
grown from about 30 employees at the 
time Saindon was hired in 1999 to about 
1800 artists from all over the world. 

As visual effects (VFX) supervisor, 
Saindon watches over every aspect of 
the teams who design the environments, 
special characters, effects, and lighting 
that make an animated world come 
alive. Without getting too technical, they 
create and manipulate on-screen images 
that do not physically exist in the real 
world. VFX allows filmmakers to create 
environments, objects, creatures, and 
even people that would otherwise be 
impractical or impossible to capture in 
a live-action shot. Simply put, Saindon 
and his team make the magic happen.

Saindon’s team was responsible for 
the animated scenes of Golum in the 
“Lord of the Rings” movies. Humbly, 
he said, “We had a lot of help on that 

from John Howe and Allen Lee, who are 
world-renowned Tolkien artists.”

As for the new “Avatar” trilogy, 
Saindon was limited about what he 
could share, but said, “Avatar: The Way 
of Water” continues the saga of Netyri 
and handicapped Army Veteran, Jake 
Sully, some 15 years later.” He added, 
“The new film is even more stunningly 
beautiful and the story is engaging.” 
Filmed in real 3D, it is also easier to 
watch as the big movements (which in 
the original film could cause some diz-
ziness) have been slowed down to 48 
frames per second to minimize visual 
disorientation.

Saindon is well-respected in the 
world of Visual Effects. Films that he and 
his teams have worked on have been 
nominated for two Academy Awards 
and three BAFTA’s (British Academy of 
Film Awards) and have won four Visual 
Effects Society Awards. He is an active 
member of the Academy of Motion 
Picture Arts and Sciences. 

Like many young people, it took 
Saindon some trial and error to find 
his true career path. After high school, 
he took classes at a local college and 
worked in construction. He then 
received a degree in Architecture at 
Washington State University. The archi-
tectural work was not as satisfying as he 
had hoped, but he did pick up some 
animation software skills. He attended 
the Royal Danish School of Architecture 
and continued to hone his animation 
skills. He began sending out demo 

reels of his work, until he was hired by 
an animation company based in Santa 
Barbara, California. In 1999 he joined 
Wētā FX and moved to New Zealand to 
work on films.

Saindon shared advice for students 
interested in working in the VFX indus-
try. Since there are many different areas 
of VFX, he encourages students to 

work on related skills in the areas 
they want to pursue to become a 
well-rounded candidate. He said, 
“If you want to be a lighter, take 
photography classes to learn about 
lighting and composition. Knowing 
basic coding languages like Python 
is helpful, as are acting classes if you 
want to be an animator. The best 
animators understand motion and 
emotion.”

Saindon believes that his Maine 
roots definitely contribute to his 
success. He said, “Mainers just dig in 
and work hard to get the job done. 
That’s good advice, no matter what 
field you decide to pursue.”

Saindon also finds many simi-
larities between Maine and his home 
near Wellington, New Zealand. Both 
places provide great outdoor oppor-
tunities and remind him of the free-
dom he had growing up in Gorham, 
where he and his brother roamed 
Gorham’s fields, trails, and beyond 
on their three-wheelers.

Saindon and his wife, Beth Arko, a 
former Wētā FX animator, have four 
children: Waverly, age 18, Hunter, 
age 16, Juliet, age 13 and Reider, 
age 9 plus two dogs and half a dozen 
chickens. Saindon likes to spend 
his free time outside (away from 
his computer) hiking, fishing, and 
doing woodworking projects.

He is the son of Joe and Lila 
Saindon and sibling of Mike Saindon 
and Tara Saindon-Picard.



Since 1995 — A FREE, Biweekly Community Newspaper  |  December 8, 2022  |  gorhamtimes@gmail.com  | Gorham Times  |  7

SCHOOL

6th Grade High Honors
Carter Bourgoin
Lauren Chadburn
Quaid Cossitt
Briggs Downing
Kaleb Dyer
Logan Hall
Nolan Hurder
Jackson Keene
Jeremy Levesque
Jessica Loiselle
Brody Marchand
Madison Milligan
Zoe Whitehead

6th Grade Honors
Mustafa Abdulwahid
Eva Alden
Joshua Allison
Audrey Arsenault
Logan Arsenault
Finnegan Bailey
Aidan Beardsley
Keagen Beaulieu
Jason Bennett
Carson Brown
Sophia Burns
Benjamin Cahill
Taylor Chadburn
Lucy Cole

Gorham Middle School First Quarter Honor Roll
Dexter Copeland
Henrietta Copperberg
Parker Cyr
Nolan Delaney
Jacklyn Dunbar
Noah Elhai
Evan Fletcher
Aidan Foley
Layla Forastiere
Andrew Fortier
Emelia Frederick
Benjamin Fredette
Gabriella Friedlund
Shekinnah Gakunzi
Anabelle Gasbarrone
Abigail Gow
Ashyr Herrick
William Hjort
Timothy Hodgdon
Joel House
Jacob Ireland
Mia Johnson
Fiona Keay
Natalie Kenny
Faith Lajoie
Kaiden Laughlin
Rebecca Lewis
Annie Lorfano
Sophia Marquis
Samuel Martin

Tessa McBride
Cerys McCormack
Mason McDonald
Landen McIntyre
Margaret Moreno
Jaydn Murphy
Joseph Nadeau
Matthew Nguyen
Jayden Olson
Samantha Page
Jacob Palmer
Devon Paradis
Kendra Poulin
Ezekiel Provencal
Wesley Quang
Carmella Richards
Lucien Roy
Charles Sands
Lucy Sandstrom
Declan Scaplen
Chloe Schuehle
Ethan Shaffer
Caroline Shaw
Carter Sprague
Samuel Springer
Dominic Steller
Alexander Sundik
Emma Tremblay
Jillian Vetterline
Amara Vincent

Elijah Waterman
Emily Watson
Sophia Webster
Tristan Wells
Amelia Winkler
Kate Woods
Elias Wrigley
Caleb Yaeger

7th Grade High Honors
Bryn Cunningham
Charlotte Deveaux
Grant Emerson
Oliver Emerson
Anna Faatz
Bailey Grimard
Abigail McCrillis
Carter McGonagle
Connor McHenry
Trent Whitaker
 
7th Grade Honors
Ahmed Abdulzahra
Mahasin Ahmed
Adam Auricchio
Clover Bayly-Schram
Jocelyn Bennett
Hope-Davina Bisimwa
Aspen Blair
Jared Burt

Ty Caron
Haley Chandler
Bayla Clark
Stephen Connolly
Camden Curtis
Tucker Curtis
Oliver Dennis
McKenzie Dicks
Velina Doucette
Miracle Fernandes
Alexander Fernandez
Clara Finoia
Abrie French
Gianna Gakunzi
Julia Giguere
Isabel Hamann
Neve Hanley
Reese Hennessey
Henry Hofmann
Nara Holland
Sydnie Ireland
Caroline Jones
Luke Jones
Samuel Joy
Madison Kindler
Alexander LaBarge
Alyssa Lampen
Natalie Lyford
Sophie MacIsaac
LJ Mason

Link Mathews
Zachary McCormick
Jennifer Miner
Lillias Mooers
Yanis Munyaneza
Loreli Murray
Amanda Neumann
Landon Nicely
Abe Palme
Kasey Plaud
Jackson Prunier
Ashlyn Pyle
Katelyn Pyle
Aliza Rickett
Christopher Rumery
Isla Rutherford
Aaron Samara
Lucas Santiago
Nora Schucker
Alina Senasy
Chloe Smith
Lydia Spear
Riane Stewart
James Swan
Jaydn Tibbetts
Eston Vogel
Wyatt Walker
Sawyer Wheaton
Tessa White
Ryleigh Wing

Sadie Woodman
Dominic Woods
 
8th Grade High Honors
Zachary Bourgoin
Luna Button
Kayleigh Carlo
Sheila Casco
Maia Downing
Antoine Dube
Everett Hurder
Daniel LaBarge
Gillian Lachance
Lucas Lane
Brandon Levesque
Ishami Munyaneza
Anna Nichols
Patrick Nichols
Jasmine Radjabova
Rowen Reed
Adriana Russo
Isabelle Smith
Noah Vail
Isaiah Whitehead
Henri Wichmann
 
8th Grade  Honors
Daniah Al Asadi
Fatimah Almukhtar
William Andreasen

Rigel Arlet
Seamus Bailey
Owen Beaumont
Fatima Beshir
Arli Bisson
Preston Brown
Collin Bunch
Kimarah Cajuste
Piper Cathcart
Harrison Crider
Harvey Crider
Jack Cyr
Liam Delaney
Bennett Deveaux
Crimson Dukette
Logan Eldridge
Lindsay Farquhar
Baxter Flagg
Jack Foisy
Jordyn Fotter
Evan Hall
Isaac Hunter
Ryan Johnson
Lily Keene
Claire Kennedy
Sean Kenny
Tyler Krouse
Mat Lampron
Jackson Lavertu
Sofia Lembarra

Hannah Manchester
Kylie Martorano
Sage Mason
Jack Mesires
Logan Mills
Larissa Moore
Samuel Ottoson
Gretchen Paul
Kennady Peary
Molly Peters
Kyle Petrin
Keaton Pollard
Stephen Richards
Lauren Roy
Milo Saucier
Nicholas Sallinen
Madison Sampietro
Max Shvets
Carter Taiani
Owen Todd
Alexander Tukey
Lola Vance
Aylla Vaughn
Cooper Whitehead
Corbin Wilson
Sarah Wilson

9th Grade High Honors
Hope Barney
Abigail Buckelew
Jocelyn Clark
Lena Cooley
Mia Dodd
Abigail Fortier
Sophie Giberson
Madison Hatch
Benjamin Keil
Tabitha Lavigne
Tamia Lema-Santellan
Hanna Logan
Derek Luo
Lorisse Matta
Tessa McNally
Stella Moores
Eleanor Morgan
Liam O’Hora
Kassidy Quimby
Elizabeth Springer
Brett Vaz
Sawyer VonderHaar
Natalie Wilkins
Stella Wu
 
9th Grade Honors
Ali Abdulzahra
Colby Allie
Preston Baker
Jay Banks
Kaleigh Bauer
Gianna Berthiaume
Miles Brenner
Benjamin Brown
Bria Bush
Aiden Cahill
Addison Campbell
Eli Castles
Cole Chasse
Annabelle Collier
Andrew Collins
Ruby Couture
Delaney Coyne
Grace Cunningham
Zoe Dellinger

Gorham High School First Quarter Honor Roll
Ava DeVinney
Bryce Dipietrantonio
Logan Doughty
Quinn Drake
Aaron Dumais
Lauren Dunbar
Max Duplisea
Kylee Durgin
Laurel Emerson
River Engelter
Emily Fluet
Logan Foley
Griffin Gava
Maddison Gines
Brooklyn Giroux
Bailey Gould
Kayden Hall
Elle Hanley
James Hatch
Colby Jordan
Tristan Karcanes
Mia Lambert
Reece Leclerc
Kaidan Leng
Matthew Leo
Eben Lorfano
Jack MacDonald
Campbell MacDougall
Camden Martell
Rylyn McInnis
Andrew Migliorini
Gavin Monkiewicz
Maya Moores
Winni Moreland
Olivia Nault
Tyler Olson
Jacqueline Parenteau
Madison Phean
Isabel Phinney
Garrett Poulin
Terra Rioux
Connor Rounds
Addyson Simcock
Ruby Soule
Rebekah St John
Izak Stevens

Joshua Strout
Olive Sturgis
William Sturm
Thomas Sylvia
Taylor Tenuta
Haley Vickery
Tobias Wane
Adia Wezowicz
Atticus Whitten
Noah Williams
Jayden Wing
Elle Woodman
Lucas Yaeger
 
10th Grade High Honors
Ashley Connolly
Riley Dever
Gwyneth Dubail
Lucia Dubail
Emily Fadrigon
Aryana Flett
Piper Forgues
Lauren Fredette
Griffin Gammon
Bailey Hatch
Lucia Holloway
Violet James
Sophie Kaczmarek
Kathryn LaPierre
Ryan Morrill
Timothy Nagle
Sarah Rosingana
Victoria Sands
Brooke Stevens
Denali Tetrault
Madison Tibbals
Lily Tukey
Vanessa Walker

10th Grade Honors
Sofia Andrade
Harrison Baber
Raiyah Babinsky
Whitney Ball
Brianna Beaulieu
Jakob Buckley

Laura Burt
Abigail Capponi
Caleb Carrier
Abigail Chamberlin
Zachary Chandler
Katelyn Cyr
Finnian Dermody
Anastasia Dolley
Patrick Downey
Joshua Faatz
Hadley Foster
Haley Frie
Cameron Gasbarrone
Meghan Gendron
Ava Googins
Finn Henderson
William Johnson
Kuba Kaczmarek
Brooke Kazimer
Alivia Keniston
Jeffrey Legere II
Grace Mahaney
Chafek Matta
Kayla McLean
Samuel Merrow
Natalie Miner
Lindy Moreland
Amanda Morin
Danilo Morton
Amelia Olaru
Luciana Orlando
Diego Perez McLeod
Brooke Piawlock
Payson Plummer
Julia Reed
Matthew Sallinen
Sarah Sanborn
Rhys Saunders
Mina Sayed
Ella Senatore
Jacob Shvets
Alison Smith
Natalie Smith
Mikel Soto Carrasco
Owen Spera
Julie Stevens

Alicia Terry
Payton Thibodeau
Madisson Willey
Alauna Worden

11th Grade High Honors
Dylan Bauer
Claire Boudreau
Addison Canty
Camryn Caruso
Dylan Cummings
Evelynn Densmore
Ella Downing
Brooke Farquhar
Taylor Farr
Jayden Forgitano
Jesse James
Aidan Lee
Leighanna LeMay
Emily Lemont
Corey Lorfano
Lillian Miner
Mia Mitchell
Amy Morin
Caroline Morrell
Elizabeth Phinney
Alec Pouliot
Logan Sargent
Hadley Scaplen
Emma Smith
Julia Wareham
Zackary Waters
Anna Yahwak

11th Grade Honors
Cole Allen
Brendan Anctil
Lillian Andreasen
William Armstrong
Brady Arsenault
Gabriel Badeau
Gibson Baker
Kaylynn Ballard
Samantha Barlow
Nathan Bergquist-Guimond
Hannah Bickford

Chloe Blanchard
Elsie Bradshaw
Bode Bragdon
Jackson Brassard
Macey Brenner
Luke Burns
Ethan Castonguay
Gage Cathcart
Khove Chubbuck
Andria Cloutier
Cory Coyne
Dakoda Coyne
Dayton Crockett
Rita Cummings
Kalin Curtis
Thomas Curtis
Aidan D’Ambrosio
Samantha Davis
Jack Decrow
Patrick Delaney
Grace Desmond
Sophia DiPhilippo
Emily Donnelly
Giselle Doucette
Cole Drinkwine
Anna Dumais
Owen Duplisea
Sophia Fates
Abigail Fecteau
Nolan Feyler
Lydia Fluet
Aiden Fortier
Aiden French
Summer Gammon
Kaylee Gonneville
Sophie Gunn
Addison Harjula
Brinn Irish
Berlin Jenkins
Kira Keniston
Noah Kennedy
Ashton Leclerc
Montana Leslie
Meryk Lewellen
Channitra Ly
Nadia Lyons

Lily McDonald
Aislyn McLean
Libbie Merrill
Gabriel Michaud
Madison Miers
Jacob Mora
Jackson Morrell
Arianna Morse
Abigail Nason
Cecile Nganinka
Kaitlyn Nichols
Riley Ottoson
Samuel Parenteau
Haden Pelletier
Jenna Pequinot
Paige Perreault
Dylan Phillips
Alicia Poschke
Makayla Quintal
Zoie Rand
Christian Randall
Brayson Reed
Kaleb Reed
Lily Rubin
Brayzel Smith
Caden Smith
Tristan Smith
Kyleigh Staples
Jonathan Stein
Ambrose Svoboda
Seth Theriault
Landon Turgeon
Logan Vail
Noah Vaughn
Cameron Whittemore
Gretchen Wilichoski Dixon
Joshua Wright
Izak Young

12th Grade High Honors
Julia Altham
Hayden Anderson
Olivia Bryant
Klarha Cajuste
Miranda Chasse
Faith Connolly

Annie Cunningham
Madeline Downey
Kylie Foley
Brooke Gordon
Tedi Gould
Lotus Graves
Corinna Hahn
Owen Harmon
Olivia Hopkins
Jude Huckaby
Braeden Johnson
Eden Johnson
Grace Johnson
Samuel Larkin
Kevin Luo
Aedan MacDougall
Trevin Macomber
Brady Marquis
Kaci Mollison
Sarah Rathbun
Tyler Reynolds
Andrew Scribner
Audrey Shaw
Eleanor Szostalo
Rylee Tenuta
Delaney Wright
Peter Wu

12th Grade Honors
Lucien Beardsley
Agnese Benecchi
William Benson
Ella Bethany
Basil Bob
Georg Brummer
Christian Butler
Lexi Caron
Justin Chasse
Morgan Cole
Bode Coleman
Ian Connors
Caroline Cowing
Jasper Crane
Rachel Cummings
Patrick Cyr
Cameron Dearborn

Angela Dellasala
Zoe Diffin
Quinn Dillon
Maeve Donnelly
Jonah Doucette
Owen Dugas
Abby Fiore
Sadie Fiore
John Frank
Andrew Gaudreau
Julie Goldman
Kayleigh Greenlaw
Aryahna Hulit
Josephine James
Elizabeth Keil
Alexis Landry
Erin Lawrence
Jacob Lehmann
Savannah Lyon
Sofia Mankin
Kate Martin
Riley Maynard
Hannah O’Reilly
Lucas Ouillette
Mikaela Pellerin
Claudia Peterson
Nicholas Phinney
Qasim Rabbani
Lauren Rioux
Keira Rosario
Abigail Rosingana
Emma Sands
Christopher Sargent
Aidan Shepard
Brady Smith
Mason Sommers
James Stigman
Emmit Sullivan
Damien Taylor
Reagan Tibbals
Megan Wentworth
Kieran Wilkins
Hailee Willey
Hermayla Wilson
Brady Wintle
Lillian Zidle
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Feel
The

Difference

Did You Know?
We have adjusted our schedule and treatments to 
better serve and protect our patients during this time.

If you have an orthopedic problem, you can come 
directly to PT. No referral needed.

Your out of pocket expenses may be less with us than 
treatment at a hospital based clinic.

We are the only 100% locally owned and operated PT 
clinic in Gorham.

SUPPORT LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESSES

839-9090 | 347 Main Street, Gorham

Mike Smith, MSPT, ATC Jennifer Danley, DPT

Nancy Aceto Retires After 
35 Years in Food Service
RainaLee Cooper, Admin. Assistance, Gorham Schools Dining Program

Photo credit: RainaLee Cooper

After 35 years, Nov. 30, 2022 
will mark Nancy Aceto’s last day 
working for the Gorham School 
District. Nancy began her career in 
the Gorham High School cafeteria 
on April 27, 1987.  She worked at 
GHS for a couple of years before 
spending the next 21 years at 
Narragansett. She is finishing her 
career at Great Falls, where she has 
spent the last twelve years. 

When asked what the biggest 
change has been in the kitchens 
Nancy said, “The biggest change I 
have seen over the years is the food 
we serve. We actually cooked and 
baked from scratch back in the day 
and it was delicious. We also had a lot 
more help!” Nancy has seen countless 
students pass through her lunchline, 
but one thing has remained the same; 
they love Pizza, Hot Dogs, Breakfast 
for Lunch, and Nachos.

What will retirement look like for 
Nancy? “I look forward to not get-
ting up and rushing to get to work. 
I can’t wait to enjoy a cup of coffee. 
I love seeing the grandkids, I enjoy 
cooking, sewing, gardening, clean-
ing, shopping online, hanging out 
with our pup and the hubby. Oh so 
much to catch up with.”  

One thing is for sure, Nancy will 
be missed in the Gorham School 
District. As Michael Sanborn, Dining 
Services Director said, “You can 

always count on Nancy. One of the 
best I’ve ever had the pleasure to 
work with.” This is a sentiment the 
whole Nutrition Team (past and 
present) would unanimously agree 
with.

“After 35 years I have so many 
great memories! This has been my 
life, my home away from home, 
for so many years. So many years, 
so much fun, full of good times. I 
would never change a thing!”

Isaac Hawkins, New GHS 
Band and Music Director
Ethan B., Contributing Writer

When students returned to Gorham 
High School this past fall, they were 
greeted by several new faces on the 
faculty. One of these new faces was 
Isaac Hawkins, the school’s new band 
director and music teacher. Hawkins 
replaced Timothy Ebersold, who left 
after twelve years to take a position in 
Scarborough. 

Hawkins’ first public concert at the 
high school was the Gorham High 
School Music Department concert 
held in October. Under his direc-
tion, the Jazz Band performed a stun-
ning rendition of “What a Wonderful 
World,” most famously performed 
by Louis Armstrong. In addition, the 
Concert Band performed a lovely 
piece, split into four parts, called 
“Simple Gifts.” 

Prior to coming to Gorham, 
Hawkins taught music at North 
Salem Elementary School in Dover, 
Pennsylvania, where he taught ele-
mentary band, elementary choir and 
general music. He also worked with 
the high school marching band in the 
area. 

He is a 2018 graduate of the 
Sunderman Conservatory of Music at 
Gettysburg College, where he earned 
his Bachelor’s degree. He is currently 
enrolled in the hybrid master’s pro-
gram for music and music educa-
tion at Teachers College, Columbia 
University. 

His favorite thing about Gorham 
High School is its students. He said, 
“They are so eager to try new ways of 
learning and were very welcoming to 
me as a new teacher.” In fact, despite 
the challenge of being a new teacher 
in a new school, he led his students 
to the MMEA (Maine Music Educators 
Association) district performances, 
and several students were selected to 
perform in the honors festivals. 

Hawkins comes from a very musi-
cal family. The youngest of three, it 
was not a question of “if” but “when” 
he would start playing an instrument 
or singing in a choral group. He 
began playing the piano but chose 
the clarinet as an instrument to play 
when he joined the school band. One 

Continued on Page 11

Photo credit: Roger Marchand
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Grade Science Students 
Collecting Ticks
Angela Gospodarek, Seventh Grade Science Teacher

Photo credit: Angela Gospodarek

Pictured on left: Seventh Grade Student, Izzy Perkins drags the knotweed patch for ticks 
for the science class November Tick Drag. Picture on right: Seventh grader, Chris Rumery 
scours the woods for ticks.

The seventh-grade science class-
es are doing monthly “tick drags” 
through 4 different habitats (field, 
forest, forest edge, and knotweed 
patch) to see where and when ticks 
are present.  The information will be 
entered into a database and students 
will analyze the data in the spring and 
following school years.  This work is 
being done as part of the 4-H Tick 
Project, a community science project 

engaging K-12 youth and educators, 
made possible through a partnership 
between 4-H Youth Development, 
UMaine Cooperative Extension Tick 
Lab, Maine Forest Tick Survey, and 
members of the Learning Ecosystems 
Northeast project. On Nov. 22 they 
did the November collection, and no 
ticks were found in any of the loca-
tions.  Students did find some deer 
ticks in October.  

Interesting Links:
4-H Tick Project - https://extension.umaine.edu/hancock/4h/tick-project/

4-H Youth Development - https://extension.umaine.edu/4h/ 
UMaine Cooperative Extension Tick Lab - https://extension.umaine.edu/ticks/

Maine Forest Tick Survey - https://umaine.edu/forestticksurvey/ 
Learning Ecosystems Northeast - https://www.learningecosystemsnortheast.org/ 

Volunteers Bring “JA Day” 
to Village School
Gorham Times Staff

The fourth and fifth graders at 
Village Elementary School recently 
participated in “JA Day,” a one-day 
presentation of Junior Achievement’s 
programs by volunteers from Junior 
Achievement of Maine and the Maine 
Branch of Acadia Insurance Company.

Junior Achievement’s (JA) mission 
is to inspire and prepare young peo-
ple to succeed. Community volun-
teers are recruited and trained to 
work with students to deliver JA’s 
lessons and their own experience, 
serving as positive role models for 
the importance of education and criti-
cal life skills. This model allows JA to 
reach a whole school full of children.

Village School Principal Jodi 
Mezzanotte said, “We are grateful 
to Junior Achievement and Acadia 
Insurance for creating this multi-day 
experience for our students. By hav-
ing local business leaders come into 
our classrooms and teach JA pro-

gramming, it generates excitement 
and increases engagement which has 
endless benefits for our students and 
our staff.”

“Junior Achievement is grateful for 
the commitment and partnership from 
Acadia Insurance to deliver JA learning 
experiences to elementary students 
at Village Elementary,” said Michelle 
Anderson, Junior Achievement of 
Maine’s president and CEO.

“Thanks to the power of mentor-
ship, students will learn firsthand 
from these professional volunteers 
who have life and work experience 
to share, helping to bridge education 
and the local workforce.”

Acadia Insurance Group is a region-
al company offering commercial and 
specialty property casualty insur-
ance coverages through independent 
insurance agents with local offices in 
Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, 
New Hampshire, and New York.

Photo credit: Gorham Times Staff

GHS alumni, do you own a business in Gorham?

We want to hear from you, celebrate your accomplishments,
and tell others about your good work in this town. 

Write to editor@gorhamtimes.org and tell us about you,
your business, your employees, and your customers.

February 3, 4, 10, and 11 at 7:00pm
February 5 and 12 at 2:00pm

ALL TICKETS: $14 per person
McCormick Performing Arts Center; 41 Morrill Avenue, Gorham ME
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Celebrate Advent & Christmas Eve With Us
SUNDAYS IN ADVENT AT 10AM 

December 4, 11, 18
Advent Wreath Lighting, Choir

CHILDREN’S CHRISTMAS PLAY AT 10AM 
Sunday, December 18

BLUE CHRISTMAS AT 6PM
Wednesday, December 21

For those who find celebrating hard this year
In-person and Facebook Live

SATURDAY, DEC. 24 CHRISTMAS EVE
Christmas Eve Candlelight Celebration 7pm  

Christmas Eve Vespers 9pm  

1 CHURCH STREET, GORHAM  
FIRSTPARISHGORHAM.ORG

FACEBOOK: FIRST PARISH CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH GORHAM

Learning How to Open a 
Food Truck Business

Photo credit: Cheryl Fotter, Assist. Principal, Village School

(front-row co-owners) Leanne and Kate 
(back row) Audrey Krebs, Charlie Livingston, 
Sam Otis, Cirrus Arlet, Mrs. Christine Karcanes

Christine Karcanes, SAIL Program

Mow’s Munchies food truck vis-
ited SAIL math students at Village 
School. Mrs. Karcanes’ 5th-grade 
math students are learning to 
“open” a food truck business. They 
have created business plans, cal-
culate loan interest rates, use frac-
tions in recipes, and add/subtract 
decimals. 

Mow’s Munchies team shared 
their time and expertise with the 
students. Students asked questions, 
were given a tour, and made food. 
Co-owners Kate and Leanne were 
presented with a thank you card 
signed by the students shaped like 
a food truck.  

It was a fantastic way to make 
math come alive to students and 
apply math to the real world.  

of the pieces he has loved to perform 
is the piece “City Trees” by Michael 
Markowski. 

In addition to being the band direc-
tor at the high school, Isaac Hawkins 
also teaches piano, guitar, and general 
music classes. He continues the great 
work of the Gorham High School 
band begun by former band direc-
tors: Sidney Lerman (1961-63), John 
DiMillo (1963-64), Ronald Martin 
(1964-68), Robert Miller (1968-76), 
Hank Dempsey (1976-77), David 
Taylor (1977-78), Raymond Mathieu 
(1978-2010), and Timothy Ebersold 
(2010-22). 

If you did not get to attend the 
fall concert, Gorham High School’s 
Winter Concert is scheduled for 
Tuesday, Jan. 10, 2023 at 7 p.m. The 

bands will be performing pieces as 
well as the choral groups. You can 
also find the two instrumental pieces 
from the Fall Concert on the Gorham 
Vocal Music YouTube channel.

Isaac Hawkins, New GHS Band/Music Director Continued from Page 8

School Safety Presentation 
for Parents and Guardians
Kelli Deveaux, Contributing Writer

On Thursday evening, Dec. 1, 
Gorham School Department and 
Gorham Police Department collabora-
tively shared an important presenta-
tion on school safety for parents and 
guardians of Gorham Middle School 
and Gorham High School. 

Though the audience was small, 
Assistant Superintendent Brian Porter, 
GHS Principal Brian Jandreau, and 
GMS Principal Quinton Donahue 
kicked off the evening with a wel-
come and slideshow that included a 
videoclip from PBS Newshour about 
the Sandy Hook Promise Foundation. 
The foundation was created after 28 
people were murdered at Sandy Hook 

Elementary School, and seeks to help 
prevent further gun violence by edu-
cating youth on “knowing the signs” 
and speaking up if they see someone 
is showing the signs of potential vio-
lence.

Gorham Police Department shared 
information about their training at the 
local, state and national level to ensure 
they are prepared for any emergency 
that may arise in our schools. Chief 
Sanborn leads regional school safety 
training, and was joined by Deputy 
Chief Nault, as well as all three of 
the School Resource Officers, Gagnon, 
Sanborn, and Smolinsky. The officers 

Photo credit: Kelli Deveaux

Continued on Page 15
Photo credit: Roger Marchand
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Photo credit: Kerry Constantino

Racers are ready and waiting to run in the 25th annual Burn off the Turkey Run.

Photo credit: Kerry Constantino

And they’re off! Young racers start strong in the Burn off the Turkey Kids Fun Run.

Photo credit: Kerry ConstantinoPhoto credit: Kerry Constantino

Racers in the Kids Fun Run cross the finish line and are awarded their finishers medals.

SPORTS

Burn Off the Turkey 5K Race 
Event a Success
Katie Brown, Sports Editor

The annual Burn off the Turkey 2022 
5K event took place on Saturday, Nov 
26, 2022. Over 240 participants finished 
the race. 

Community Recreation & Events 
manager, Zachary Lambert said, “the 
weather was great, and we had a good 
turnout from the community.” He 
reported that this year’s Burn off the 
Turkey ‘22 included a record breaking 
time by Ryan Jara on the men’s side with 
a time of 15:08 and the first place female 
finisher was 11 year old Nora Schmidt 
form Portland. 

Jesse Orach (2nd Place) and Tom 
Nelson (6th place), both GHS Alumni, 
made top ten finishers on the men’s 
side. Other top ten male finishers were 
Christopher Dunn, Craig Robinson, 
Sean McDonald, Dan Dontbriand, 
Joshua Lehmann, Justin Brown, and 
Adam Bourgault. Other top ten female 
finishers were Laurie Gandrean, Taxia 
Arabatzis, Emmaline Pendleton, Sarah 
Plummer, Braedan Olsen, Emily Lesher, 
Kristin Dechene, Elizabeth Stockwell, 

and Mandy Bailey. 

Courtesy of Neile Nelson

The Nelson Family post 5K Race

See More PhotoS on next Page

Virginia Wilder Cross, one of the founders of 
Burn off the Turkey, makes her way through 
the crowd as runners get ready to race.

Photo credit: Kerry Constantino

For a full list of
event results visit:

https://www.gsrs.com/
results/4635
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Burn Off the Turkey 5K Race Event Photos Continued from Page 12

Photo credit: Kerry ConstantinoPhoto credit: Kerry Constantino

Nora Schmidt of Portland crosses the finish line to take 1st place in the women’s division. Ryan Jara of Gorham crosses the finish line and takes 1st place in the men’s division.

Gorham Girl’s Ice Hockey 
Prepare for Upcoming Season

Photo credit: Tim Spear, Athletic Director 

Signing Day

Courtesy of Tim Spear, Athletic Director

Senior Kaci Mollison signed her NLI of intent on Nov. 17. Kaci will attend Saint Michael’s 
College and continue with Softball. 

Photo credit: Kerry Constantino

Runners take off in the brisk morning air as they start the 25th Annual Burn Off the Turkey 5K.

Photo credit: Kerry Constantino

Smiles and strollers, runners of all ages came out to burn off the turkey

Photo credit: Kerry Constantino
Happy race finishers.
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G O R H A M ’ S  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S PA P E R  S I N C E  1 9 9 5

Your               Community Paper

Join Us
The Gorham Times has been a valuable resource

within our community by:
• Providing in-depth coverage of local news events and activities
• Showcasing Gorham businesses, students, and athletes
• Giving annual scholarships to Gorham students
• Offering quality local advertising to new and established businesses
• Providing working internships to local student writers
• And above all, featuring the many good deeds in our town.

Every other week, the Gorham Times is produced by dedicated volunteers who contribute articles 
and photos, design ads and format the paper, distribute the paper throughout town, mail subscriptions, 
serve on the board, and so much more.

The Gorham Times needs your support to continue offering this quality, non-profit community 
service. Your tax-deductible donation will help defer the many costs of publishing our community paper.  

Join our list of celebrated Gorham Times Friends today by making a donation. Please send 
your contribution to: The Gorham Times, PO Box 401, Gorham, ME 04038 or donate online at 
www.gorhamtimes.com, and click on the Friends of the Gorham Times button.

Join us in support of your local newspaper by being a Friend of the Gorham Times and keep the 
tradition going!

by becoming a
Friend of the Gorham Times

Donate online at: https://www.gorhamtimes.com/friend-of-gt/
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Little Falls-South Windham Master Plan Update Continued from Page 1

(207) 839-3300

PogoRealty.com

39 Main Street

GORHAM

BUXTON $579,900 - Just completed! 
This 3-bedroom/2.5-bathroom colonial 
with 2-car garage is perched above the 
road on a 4.63-acre parcel. You’ll love this 
sunlit open concept featuring a granite 
kitchen.Julie Chandler

Mike Griffin

Peter Mason

Realtors® Helping You 
Buy or Sell Real Estate!

Benjamin Taylor

WINDHAM $315,000 - This 3 
BR, 1 bath full dormered cape features 
over 1200sqft of living space. Sunny 
rear deck overlooking a fenced back-
yard. You’ll enjoy the secluded yard w/
blueberry bushes, perennial gardens & 
a handy storage shed.

GORHAM $135,000 - Welcome to 
JDP Estates! Lots ranging in size from 
1.76 acres to 5.45 acres. Survey and 
soils tests are available. Flat and level 
lots with usable rectangular configura-
tions that are easy to work with for 
your next project. A country setting, 
10 min from the Village.

GORHAM $620,000 - This 3 
bedroom/2.5-bathoom cottage style 
colonial features a sunlit open floor 
plan with 9-foot ceilings and fully ap-
plianced kitchen with gas range. The 
2nd floor offers a spacious primary 
bedroom with multiple closets.

LOTS starting @ $120,000 
Buxton’s newest neighborhood offering 
building lots ranging in size from 2.5 
acres to 8 acres. Many different settings 
ranging from gorgeous rolling meadow 
lots to private wooded sites…11 lots 
left.

GORHAM $185,000 - A culvert 
will be needed, but once up on the 
knoll of this 9.86ac lot you’ll have 
a beautiful building window. North 
Branch of Little River runs thru the 
back corner of the lot & power lines 
along the right side for your snowmo-
biling access.

GORHAM $125,000 - This 1.98-
acre lot offers a gorgeous building site 
perched up on a knoll. The beginning 
of the driveway is already installed & 
shared w/the abutter at 224 County 
Road. Survey is complete & under-
ground utilities on the lot.

GORHAM $139,900 - Newly 
installed 2022 Eagle River Home, 
kitchen, 2 BRs, 1.5 baths, living room, 
dining & laundry areas. Energy efficient 
w/updated energy package with added 
insulation. Economical LP gas FHA, 200 
amp service.

NEW

NEW SOLD

inviting setting for local businesses, 
a streetscape that encourages a 
walking neighborhood, opportuni-
ties for outdoor recreation, and fea-
tures that help build community.   

To illustrate how these goals 
might be realized, the team showed 
concept designs of five locations in 
the study area. For the village cen-
ter from Huston Rd. to the former 
Sawyers convenience store, they 
envisioned a mixed-use, walkable 
streetscape with wide sidewalks 
and public space that would slow 
down traffic on 202. On Depot 
Street they suggested 68 homes of 
mixed housing types on 3.3 acres 
and on the Andrews site 32 homes 
on 2.2 acres which would “create 
needed density.” They proposed a 
more welcoming trailhead where 
the Mountain Division Trail crosses 
near Blue Seal. For the six-acre 
Keddy Mill site, an EPA superfund 
site, they proposed sidewalks along 
the river that could connect the vil-
lage to the Mountain Division Trail.

The team took questions from 
the online participants and those 
at the South Windham Fire Station. 
Questioners were concerned about 
the heavy traffic on 202. Team 
members replied they were not 
expecting less traffic, but that strat-
egies to reduce speed should help. 
Others questioned the need for 
high residential density. Nick Aceto, 
consultant from Aceto Landscape 
Architects, said, “If you want a 
more vibrant center you need peo-
ple on the street.” Consultants felt 
that with increased density, more 
public space, and a more walkable 

core, businesses would come back 
to the area. 

There were questions about 
provisions for increased parking. 
Although the team thought there 
would be enough public and private 
opportunities for parking, they also 
said that they hoped bus service 
would be available in the future. 
When it was pointed out that people 
can get services nearby, consultants 
assured they were not trying to 
create another Gorham village or 
North Windham, but that over time 
increased residential density would 
attract the types of businesses peo-
ple in the area wanted. 

The concept designs identified 
areas appropriate for commercial 
and residential development, re-
development, and for open space, 
but they did not make zoning rec-
ommendations. Aceto emphasized 
that this will not happen all at once 
and much is up to individual prop-
erty owners. There were concerns 
about retaining open space. Not a 
lot of land is available for large parks 
close to the core area, but there 
could be small ones, and there are 
dedicated recreational areas nearby. 
Partnerships with non-profit orga-
nizations could increase opportuni-
ties for recreational spaces. In fact, 
partnerships between two munici-
palities, businesses, residents, and 
non-profits will be necessary for 
revitalization of the Little Falls and 
South Windham villages.

A recording of the meeting as well as 
all the concept images from the project 
can be found on the project website: 
https://www.villagesmasterplan.com/. 

shared details of the resources and 
partners they work with to study and 
learn from events involving school 
emergencies.

The research has helped Gorham 
to shift to utilizing ALICE training, a 
training and response protocol that 
adjusts accordingly for different ages 
of students and different situations. 
ALICE is an acronym that stands for 
alert, lockdown, inform, counter, and 
evacuate.

Both school and police officials 
made clear the most important preven-
tion is the building of strong and trust-
ing relationships, between students, 
staff and their two agencies. Both 
principals spoke about their schools’ 

efforts to foster those important rela-
tionships through advisory programs, 
social-emotional learning activities, 
and having open communication.

Audience members were able to ask 
questions, and provided feedback and 
suggestions for improved communica-
tions between the school and families 
in the event of an emergency.

The audience left with a clear under-
standing and appreciation that the 
school department and police depart-
ment are working collaboratively to 
prepare and train for any emergen-
cy that may impact our schools, and 
there are comprehensive plans that are 
designed to be flexible and responsive 
to any situation.

School Safety Presentation for Parents and Guardians
Continued from Page 11

Remember Pearl Harbor

Continued on Page 18

Wednesday, Dec. 7. marks the 81st 
Commemoration of the attack on Pearl 
Harbor. 

The flag is traditionally flown at half-
staff until sunset to honor the 2408 
civilians and service members killed in 
the Japanese attack which precipitated 
the United State’s formal entry into 
World War II.

FDR’s famous speech, delivered 
the next morning said, “Yesterday, 
December 7, 1941—a date which will 
live in infamy—the United States of 
America was suddenly and deliberately 
attacked by the naval and air forces of 
the Empire of Japan.” 

Facts about Pearl Harbor:
Early in the morning of December 

7, 1941, Air Force pilot, Kermit Tyler 
was called about aircraft approaching 

Pearl Harbor and told the radar tech 
not to worry about it. His controversial 
response has been debated for years.

There were over 100 warships and 
other service ships in Pearl Harbor 
the morning of the attack. Nine ships 
were sunk, and three were completely 
lost, including the USS Arizona and 
USS Oklahoma. The USS. Nevada was 
the only ship to get underway but was 
beached under heavy fire. A number 
of other boats sank but were later 
recovered including: USS California, 
USS West Virginia, USS Cassin, USS 
Downes and USS Oglala.

A solemn reminder of the attack 
lies underwater, at the battleship USS 
Arizona Memorial, at Pearl Harbor in 
Honolulu, Hawaii. It marks the resting 
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Jewish community celebrate Chanukah 
each year, on eight consecutive nights 
in November or December. Chanukah 
is a remembrance of the purifica-
tion and re-dedication of the Second 
Temple of Jerusalem in the year 164 
BCE, which took place after the Hebrew 
leader Judas Maccabaeus and his fol-
lowers (known as Maccabees) defeated 
a Greek Seleucid army that had occu-
pied Jerusalem. Believers maintain that 
what appeared to be only a one-day 
supply of lamp oil in the temple miracu-
lously lasted for eight days.

While Hanukkah is not the most 
important holy day in the Jewish reli-
gious calendar, the lighting of Menorah 
candles and oil lamps on each of the 
eight nights is a popular activity for 
Jewish families at this dark time of 
year, as well as visiting with loved ones, 
enjoying special foods, and exchanging 
presents. This year Chanukah is cel-
ebrated from Dec. 18 to Dec. 26, which 
means that the last night of Chanukah 
will be celebrated on the evening of 
Dec. 25.

Earlier in the autumn, Diwali is cel-
ebrated around the world as the Hindu 
Festival of Light. Diwali takes place at 
the time of the new moon, sometime 
between mid-October and mid-Novem-
ber. 

Diwali is a family festival and involves 
opening gifts, sharing sweets and other 
special foods, and dressing up in spe-
cial clothing. It always takes place 
on the night of the new moon and 
involves placing clay diya lamps along 
paths and walkways so that Lakshmi, 
the goddess of prosperity, can find 
her way to adherents’ homes. It is a 
time when Hindu families decorate 
and place diya lamps, host open hous-
es, read special passages from sacred 
books, and share carefully assembled 
boxes of cookies and sweets.

The symbolism of Diwali involves 
the triumph of light over darkness, and 
knowledge over ignorance. This year 
Diwali was on Oct. 24th. In 2023 it will 
be on Nov. 12. The rows of clay lamps 
seen in the towns and cities of India are 
similar to the rows of streetside lumi-
narias which are popular on Christmas 
Eve in some neighborhoods here in 
Gorham.

In Buddhism, Bodhi Day celebrates 
the idea of advancing light in a differ-
ent way, in the sense of celebrating the 
Buddha’s enlightenment.

Bodhi Day is a holiday in Buddhist 
countries, which commemorates the 
day that Siddhartha Gautama experi-
enced bodhi (enlightenment). Its date 
varies from country to country. In 
Japan, Bodhi Day is also known as 
Rahatsu, and has been celebrated on 
the 8th day of December since Japan 
adopted a western style (Gregorian) 
calendar in the 1860s. 

According to Buddhist tradition, 
Siddhartha Gautama (the historical 
Buddha) attained enlightenment at the 
age of 35 after 49 days of meditation 
under a sacred banyan or fig tree in 
India, which is now known as the 
Bodhi tree. 

Buddhists believe Gautama found 
the cause of suffering and realized the 
steps necessary to liberate oneself from 
it. Buddha’s enlightenment is believed 
to have occurred in the either the fifth 
or twelfth lunar month.

Whatever the tradition, may all the 
peoples of the world know the light, 
warmth and hope expressed by so 
many generations before us. 

A Season of Light and Hope 
Continued from Page 1

CENTERPOINT CHURCH
53 County Road, Gorham

Pastor Ben Thornton, (207) 370-8182
centerpointportland.com,

facebook.com/CenterpointME
Christmas Eve Service,  

Dec. 24, 5 p.m.

CRESSEY ROAD CHURCH
81 Cressey Road, Gorham

Pastor Joseph Saunders, (207) 839-3111
cresseyroadumc@gmail.com,

cresseyrdumc.org
Angel Tree Benefit Concert 

Dec. 9, 7  p.m.
Drive-Thru Christmas

Dec. 17, 5:30 - 7 p.m., Free
Christmas Eve Candlelight Services

Dec. 24, 4 and 11 p.m.
Christmas Worship Service, 

Comfy Christmas "come as you are" 
service, Dec.25, 10 a.m.

Watchnight Service of Covenant 
Renewal, Dec. 31, 7 p.m. 

All services available on Facebook.com/
CRUMCGorham, and YouTube

FIRST PARISH
CONGREGATIONAL CHURCH

1 Church Street, Gorham
Rev. Christine Dyke, (207) 839-6751

christine@firstparishgorham.org,
firstparishgorham.org,

Facebook Live
Dec. 24

Candlelight Celebration with
Choir/Special Music, 7 p.m.

Christmas Eve Vespers, 9 p.m.

FIRST RUSSIAN 
BAPTIST CHURCH

211 Mosher Road, Gorham
Pastor Igor Kushnar

Church phone number (207) 892-8324
Pastor’s phone number (207) 210-8636

Church Email: 
frbcgorhamme@gmail.com

Website: frbcme.org
Dec. 18, Children's Service, 5 p.m.

Dec. 24, Youth Service, 6 p.m.
Dec. 25, Christmas Day, 1 p.m.

FORT HILL
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Spire 29, 29 School Street, Gorham
Aaron Manning, (207) 592-4987

aaron@forthillchurch.com,
forthillchurch.com

Christmas Eve Service, 
in person and online, Dec. 24, 4 p.m.

GALILEE CHURCH
317 Main Street, Gorham
Pastor Mark Labacz and 
Pastor Kevin Lambertson 

 (207) 839-6985
cgalilee@maine.rr.com, cgalilee.org
Candlelight Christmas Eve Service,

Dec. 24, 6 p.m. (5:45 cookies)
Christmas Morning Service

Dec. 25, 10:30 a.m.

GRACE BIBLE CHURCH 
OF GORHAM

74 Deering Road, Gorham
Pastor Joe Macisso, 839-8800

gbcofgorham@gmail.com
thegracebiblechurch.com

Christmas Eve Service, Dec. 24, 5 p.m.

LIFECHURCH
8 Elkins Road, Gorham

Pastor Brian Undlin, 839-6354  
lifechurchmaine.org
Dec. 23, 6:30 p.m.

Dec. 24, 2:00, 3:30, and 5:00 p.m.
children's ministry available at all 

services birth-6th grade

LITTLE FALLS BIBLE CHURCH 
746 Gray Road, Gorham 

Pastor Tony Vafiades, (207) 423-6730
littlefallsbc.org/ 

Christmas Eve Service, Dec. 24, 5 p.m.

LIVING STONE
COMMUNITY CHURCH 

711 Ossipee Trail West, Standish
Interim Pastor Doug Rasmuson 

(207) 590-1476
Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 24, 6:30 p.m.
Christmas Day Service, 9:30 a.m.

ORCHARD COMMUNITY 
CHURCH 

1 North Street/Rt. 114, Gorham 
Pastor Brian Ward, (207) 730-3910

orchardpastorbrian@yahoo.com,
facebook.com/orchardcommunitychurch

Christmas Eve Service,
Dec. 24, 7 p.m.

in person and on Facebook

REDEEMER LUTHERAN CHURCH
410 Main Street, Gorham

Pastor: Rev. Timothy Sandeno,
(207) 839-7100

redeemermaine@gmail.com,
www.redeemermaine.org

All services will be live streamed at
Facebook.com/Redeemer/Maine

Advent Wednesday Services, 6:30 p.m.
Carols, Candles, and Cookies, on
Wednesday, Dec. 21, 6:30 p.m. 

Christmas Eve Lessons and Carols, 
Dec. 24, 7 p.m. 

Christmas Day Divine Service, 
Dec 25, 10 a.m.

ST. ANN’S
EPISCOPAL CHURCH 

40 Windham Center Road, Windham 
Rev. Tim Higgins, (207) 892-8447

stannsoffice@gmail.com, facebook.com/
St Anns Episcopal Windham ME 04062

stannsepiscopalchurch.com
Christmas Eve Services, Dec. 24

4 p.m. Children's Pageant 
7 p.m. Full Choir

10 p.m. Christmas Carols

ST. ANNE
CATHOLIC CHURCH  
299 Main Street, Gorham

Fr Lou Phillips, pastor, (207) 839-4857 
stannegorham@portlanddiocese.org 

stannegorham.com
Christmas Eve Mass, Dec. 24,

4 and 6:30 p.m.  
Christmas Day, Dec. 25, 8 a.m.

Jan. 1, 8 and 11 a.m.

SUMMIT  
COMMUNITY CHURCH

Gorham Middle School, 106 Weeks Rd
Rev. Travis Bush, (207) 839-4434 

summitmaine.org
Christmas Eve Service

Dec. 24, 4 p.m. 
Sunday Service, Dec. 25, 10 a.m.

UNITED CHURCH OF CHRIST
AT NORTH GORHAM 

4 Standish Neck Road, Gorham 
Pastor David Farrington,  

(207) 892-5363,
northgorhamchurch.org
Christmas Eve service 

Dec. 24, 6 p.m.

WEST GORHAM UNION CHURCH 
190 Ossipee Trail, Gorham

Pastor Nate Colson, (207) 839-5946
facebook.com/WestGorhamChurch

Christmas Eve Service,
"I'll be home for Christmas"

Cantata and appearance by Santa.
Dec. 24, 4:30 p.m.

WHITE ROCK FREE
BAPTIST CHURCH 

300 Sebago Lake Road, Gorham
Rev. Jonathan Marshall,

wrfbc.org, (207) 839-1919
Christmas Eve Candlelight Service, 

Dec. 24, 6 p.m.
Sunday School, Dec. 25, 9:30 a.m.,

Worship Service, 10:45 a.m.

Christmas
 Services 2022
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OF INTEREST
Dog Registrations for 2023 are open now. Current registrations will expire on Dec. 31. 
Online services are available at https://www.gorham-me.org, click Online Transactions then 
Dog Licensing and Renewal, or visit the Town Clerk’s Office at 75 South Street. A current 
rabies certificate is required. FMI: (207) 222-1670.

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Gorham Memorial Post 10879 will meet next on Tuesday, Dec. 
13 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fire Department Training Room, 270 Main St. For information con-
tact the post at vfwpost10879@gmail.com.

The Gorham Lions will meet at Moody’s Community Room on Tuesdays, Jan. 10 and 24 
at 6:30 p.m. FMI: Ken Aldrich, (207) 929-9182.

The Gorham Food Pantry, located at 299-B Main St. (parking lot of St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church) is open every Thursday morning from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and is free for any 
Gorham resident in need. FMI, 222-4351, visit https:www.gorhamfoodpantry.org or send a 
message on Facebook at Gorham Food Pantry Friends.

The Gorham Medical Closet is open for free to all Gorham residents for any medical item 
that is available. Open Monday – Friday between 8:30 and 4 p.m., by appointment only. 
Call Gerry Day at (207) 839-3859 or 756-2222 to make an appointment with a volunteer. 

The Cressey Road United Methodist Church Clothes Closet at 81 Cressey Road is open on the 
first and third Saturdays of each month from 9 a.m. to noon for anyone in need. Available are a 
selection of sizes and brands, including winter coats and boots. Donations are also accepted. 

Gorham/Windham/Westbrook TRIAD will change its meeting time to the 2nd Wednesday of 
the month starting Jan. 11 at 11 a.m. at the Gorham Police Department on Main Street.

The spring musical at Gorham High School will be Disney and Cameron Mackintosh’s 
multi-award-winning musical “Mary Poppins,” directed by Joshua Hurd. Save the dates, 
Feb. 3, 4, 10, and 11 at 7 p.m., and Feb. 5 and 12 at 2 p.m. Performance will take place at 
McCormack Performing Arts Center.  

Gorham Lions’ Christmas Tree Sale for GHS Scholarships starts on Friday, November 25 
at Plummer’s Hardware and will be open on Friday, Saturdays, and Sundays until all the 
trees are sold. 

SENIOR NOTES
The Lecky Brown Senior Center at First Parish Church is reopening after the COVID-19 
hiatus. Gather for Cribbage on Mondays at 10 a.m., all levels welcome.  Join the Originals 
guest speaker program on Wednesday at 10 a.m.  Up next: Travel to Greece, Carol Bailey 

COMMUNITY
String Band Christmas, Lady spies in the Civil War (?), Loons Lessons with local author 
Jim Paruk, and more! Fridays, the ARTrageous Seniors group meets at the Gorham Art 
Alliance on Wentworth drive. Stay tuned for more upcoming events and activities. Contact 
Lisa Becker at Leckybrowncenter@gmail.com for more information.

PUBLIC SUPPERS
The St. Anne’s Knights of Columbus will hold a drive-through Fish Dinner on Friday, Dec. 
16, 2022, from 5 to 6 p.m. at St. Anne’s Church in Gorham. Dinner includes baked had-
dock, mashed potatoes, coleslaw, peas, a roll, and dessert for $12. No seated service at 
this time. FMI, visit https://www.gorhamknights.org/ or call (207) 653-9506.

Turkey Dinner, free to the public, will be served at Living Waters Church, Parker Farm Road 
in Buxton on Saturday, Dec. 24 at 5 p.m. There will be a Christmas Service immediately 
following dinner. Hand sanitizer is available, and face masks are suggested for the unvac-
cinated. Take-out dinner is available for those who do not want to eat inside.

Ecomaine calls for 2023 eco-Excellence Award nominations. Nominees can be business-
es, schools, nonprofits, municipalities or staff, or individuals and will be selected based on 
the effectiveness, increased awareness, community impact, and ease of replication of their 
sustainability programs or initiatives. Preference will be given to nominees in the areas of 
sustainable waste management, recycling, composting, etc. Nominees may live in any 
one of ecomaine’s communities (like Gorham). Preference will be given to nominees in the 
areas of sustainable waste management, recycling, composting, etc. Submissions will be 
judged by ecomaine’s Outreach and Recycling Committee and awarded on Feb. 9, 2023. 
Nominations are accepted through Jan. 31, 2023. Find the nomination form at https://
www.ecomaine.org/tours-andeducational-outreach/eco-excellence-award

LIBRARY NEWS
North Gorham Public Library’s weekly story time with songs and crafts is open to children 
and their caregivers at 10 a.m. every Wednesday. The library is open on Mondays from 3 
– 5:30 p.m., Wednesdays from 10 – 11:30 a.m. and 6 – 8 p.m., Thursdays from 3 – 5:30 
p.m., and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Home delivery and contactless parking lot 
pickup are also available. Visit http://north-gorham.lib.me.us/, and facebook.com/northgor-
hampubliclibrary/.

Baxter Memorial Library welcomes Andrea Lani author of “Uphill Both Ways” for an 
Author’s Visit on Tuesday, Dec. 13 at 6 p.m. The Book Club will be discussing “The Ride 
of Her Life” by Elizabeth Letts on Thursday, Dec. 15 at 10 a.m. Other upcoming events 
include Outdoor Story Adventures (ages 3-5yrs), indoor Baby Discovery Times (birth-
18mos), indoor Toddler Discovery Time (18 mos–3yrs), Sewing Club (7 and up), and 
Baxter Digs Reading. Library hours are Mondays and Fridays, 9 a.m. to 4 p.m., Tuesdays, 
Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 7 p.m., and Saturdays from 9 a.m., to 1 p.m. The 

Continued on Page 18
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Gorham's Community Television - Ch. 3
www.gocat.org

347 Main St., Suite 1A • Gorham, Maine 04038
839-8400 • www.villagehearing.com

Audiology Services and Hearing Aids 
Shannon Phinney Dowdle, Audiologist 

Now Hiring 
Laborers
with CDL

Screened Loam
& Reclaim

Delivered or Loaded

839-7955
www.shawearthworks.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Smith Insurance Solutions
LIFE  HEALTH  GROUP  MEDICARE  ACCIDENT  CRITICAL ILLNESS

I work with individuals and small 
businesses to ensure they have the 
coverage they need when they need it 
most. I also work with those eligible for 
Medicare to ensure they have the best 
protection for their healthcare needs.Erika Smith

(207) 572-0598  |  SMITHINSURANCESOLUTIONS@GMAIL.COM

Library is closed on Sundays, and on November 24 and 25 in observance of Thanksgiving. 
For Baxter’s calendar of upcoming events, visit baxterlibrary.org, or call 222-1190. Events 
are also listed in our Calendar section.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE NOTES
Beginning on Jan. 1, now Vice President Jeanne Paquette, having served as the lead 
administrator for USM’s Lewiston-Auburn Campus for two years, will turn her full attention 
to the position of Vice President for Workforce and Corporate Engagement for USM’s three 
campuses, Portland, Gorham, Lewiston/Auburn, and online.  

Nearly 40 college students are participating the new Maine Teacher Residency Program 
this fall, getting paid to teach while still in school, with 70 more openings next year. 
Administered by the University of Southern Maine, with federal funding secured by Sens. 
Collins and King, the program is open to education students throughout the University of 
Maine System, other Maine colleges, and new teachers who are emergency or conditional-
ly certified. Students are hired by school systems as ed techs, long-term substitute teach-
ers, or classroom teachers. Schools provide mentors and salaries, students fill needed 
positions, get mentors, training, and experience, and receive a $3,500 scholarship from the 
Residency Program to help with tuition. FMI: teacherresidency@maine.edu

Also at the University of Southern Maine, graduate students in the Extended Teacher 
Education Program (ETEP) participate in student teaching throughout many schools in 
Maine, including Gorham. ETEP is a way for individuals with a non-teaching degree to earn 
an initial teacher certification in either a fast-track 9-month pathway, or a more flexible 
2-year pathway. There are currently 17 education students (14 ETEP and 3 Art Ed) placed 
within Gorham Schools. FMI: Teacher Education Department in the School of Education 
and Human Development, (207) 780-5326. 

CLOSE TO HOME
Westbrook-Warren Congregational Church is having a Festival of Trees at 810 Main Street, 
Westbrook. It is free but any donations will be going to local charities including the Food 
Pantry. The festival started on Saturday, Dec. 5, but will take place again on Saturday, Dec. 
10 from 9 a.m. to 6 p.m., and Sunday, Dec. 11 from 1-5 p.m. There will be a model train 
display as well as a creche display room. There will also be a Bean supper on Saturday, 
Dec. 19th from 5-6 p.m. Cost is $10 for adults and $5 for children.

Local horse rescue for standardbreds continues the annual wreath sale. The festive horse 
head and chicken-shaped wreaths are covered in fresh, live greenery and decorated with a 
colorful array of ribbons, bells, and bows. Each one is made by hand, and there are rarely 
two alike unless specifically requested. Available at Andy’s Agway in Dayton, and Long 
Horn Horse and Pet Supply, 1371 Long Plains Rd., Buxton. (615) 419-3753.

Community Continued from Page 17

Don Roy Violins
New and Used Instruments

Repairs / Set Ups / Cleaning

207-899-5333
Gorham, Maine

donroy@maine.rr.com

THE LAW OFFICES OF
BRUCE W. HEPLER

Bruce W. Hepler, Esq.
Attorney at Law

75 Pearl Street, Portland, Maine 04101
p: 207-772-2525    f: 207-772-2111    c: 207-522-5955
bhepler@maine.rr.com

1 can chick peas, drained & rinsed
2 cups pumpkin or sunflower seeds or 
a mixture
1 tsp cinnamon
1 tsp cumin

Toasted Snack
1 tsp cayenne pepper
1 tsp paprika
1 tsp coriander
Oil for drizzling

Combine all seasoning (you can use ZATAR seasoning to replace all of these, use 
@3 tsp), mix, set aside. Preheat oven to 400 degrees. Drizzle with olive to coat 
lightly; Toss all seeds and chick peas with seasonings, lay flat on a baking sheet. 
Roast for @35-40 minutes until that ‘toasted’ taste and look. Cool completely 
before placing in an airtight container. 

 Questions about the recipe can be e-mailed to Barbara Schneider at btsme21@gmail.com.

REACH OVER 4,000 CUSTOMERS WITH THE GORHAM TIMES!

Pearl Harbor Rememberance Day
Continued from Page 15
place of 1,102 of the 1,177 sailors and 
Marines killed on USS Arizona during 
the attack on Pearl Harbor and com-
memorates the worst Naval event in 
U.S. History.

The Arizona’s death toll was nearly 
half of all Americans killed that day. 
Only 334 of the 1,511-man of the 
Arizona crew survived. 

The two last remaining survivors of 
Pearl Harbor, USS Arizona survivor, 
Ken Potts and Lt. Commander, Louis 
Conter, both turned turned 100 in 
2021. Potts had been on shore when 
the attack occurred, but made it back 
to the ship, which had been strafed 
but was still floating. In the aftermath, 
Potts helped with the grim task of 
recovering bodies.

When the Arizona sank, it contained 
about 1.4 million gallons of oil. For the 
last 70 years, about a quart and 1/2 of 
oil has leaked daily from the wreckage 
of the USS Arizona and risen to the 
surface, one drop at a time. Estimates 
from the National Park Service indicate 
The USS Arizona could continue to 
cry “black tears” of oil for another 500 
years.

Photo credit: David Mark, Pixabay
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, DECEMBER 8 
Baxter Memorial Library
 Toddler Discovery Time (18mos-3yrs), 10 – 10:30 a.m.
 Sewing Club (7 and up), 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
USM Vocal Jazz Ensemble, Corthell Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m., $10

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 10
Huskapellas, student led “a capella” group, Corthell Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m., donations 

only.

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 13
VFW Gorham Memorial Post 10879 meeting, Fire Department Training Room, 5:30 p.m.
Baxter Memorial Library 
 Outdoor Story Adventures (3-5yrs), 10 – 10:45 a.m.
 Author visit with Andrea Lani, “Uphill Both Ways,” 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 14
Baxter Memorial Library
 Baby Discovery Time (birth-18mos), 9:30 – 9:50 a.m.
 Polar Express (in person or at home) with Conductor Jeff, 6 p.m.
North Gorham Public Library weekly story time for children and their caregivers, 10 a.m.

THURSDAY, DECEMBER 15
Baxter Memorial Library
 Toddler Discovery Time (18mos-3yrs), 10 – 10:30 a.m.
 Book Club: “The Ride of Her Life,” by Elizabeth Letts, 10 – 11 a.m.
 Sewing Club (7 and up), 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.

FRIDAY, DECEMBER 16
St. Anne’s Knights of Columbus drive-through Fish Dinner, 5 – 6 p.m., $12

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 17
Cressey Road United Methodist Church Clothes Closet, 81 Cressey Road, 9 a.m. to 

noon. 

TUESDAY, DECEMBER 20
Baxter Memorial Library 
 Outdoor Story Adventures (3-5yrs), 10 – 10:45 a.m.
 Baxter Digs Reading! Call for a 15-minute slot to read to Baxter

WEDNESDAY, DECEMBER 21
Baxter Memorial Library
 Baby Discovery Time (birth-18mos), 9:30 – 9:50 a.m.
North Gorham Public Library weekly story time for children and their caregivers, 10 a.m.

SATURDAY, DECEMBER 24
Living Waters Church Turkey Dinner, Parker Farm Road, Buxton, free to the public. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 10
Gorham Lions meeting, Moody’s Community Room, 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 11
Gorham/Windham/Westbook TRIAD meeting, Gorham Police Department, 11 a.m.

CLASSIF IEDS
SERVICES
ASAP Urgent - Need someone to build a nice fence 4 1/2 - 5' (approx) X 30' long doggie 
run with good gate before the snow flies. Woof Woof 892-9200

DOG CARE - We offer a safe haven for small dog breeds in our ranch home with a fenced 
backyard. We don’t use crates and offer affection, walks,  play time and socialization. 
Fully insured, 16 years of experience. Located in Standish. Pups must be current with 
vaccinations. Only 4 dogs allowed at a time. Discounts offered for pups staying longer 
than 10 days. Contact Lorie text or call 207-838-0132   www.petsittinginmaine.com

Use Seal 'N Heal on dogs and cats to seal wounds with a bitter taste to prevent gnawing 
and allow healing. Can be found at Tractor Supply or www.fleabeacon.com

Courtesy of the Gorham Police Department

Shaw’s Mill Road caller reported upstairs 
neighbor was playing music too loudly. 
Officer went to the address but did not hear 
any music and no one answered the door.

Officer spoke to both parties about a 
Shaw’s Mill noise complaint. Parties have 
been battling back and forth with these alle-
gations for a couple of years. There seems 
to be a lot of bad blood on both sides. 
There was no music playing while the offi-
cer was there. 

Caller called to inform police that a vehicle 
went into the exit side of the Hannaford 
parking lot. 

Caller wanted a welfare check on some-
one on George Street who had sent her a 
concerning message. Officer checked the 
house, and no one appeared to be home. 
Officer suggested she message him again. 
He responded, was in good spirits and said 
he had not been home at the time of the 
call and that’s why no one answered it. 

Caller found a BB gun in a house she had 
just purchased. She was advised to contact 
the previous owner and if they did not want 
it back, police would take care of it.

McLellan Road caller wanted to know 
about resources for senior citizens. Officer 
advised her to speak with Sgt. Moreland 
who is the liaison with TRIAD. 

Millet Drive caller could not remember her 
pin to unlock her phone and thought some-
one was hacking it. 

School Street caller reported a vehicle 
parked on School St. was taking up two 
spaces. Vehicle was leaving when the 
officer arrived. 

Elm Street caller reported getting into an 
argument eight days earlier with her spouse 
who packed a bag and moved out and is 
refusing to talk to the caller. She wanted 
information on how to get a divorce. 

Officer spoke with a woman who was creeped 
out when she found a body bag on the biking 
trail by Queen Street. Officer found the bag 
about 1/4 of a mile down old Rt. 202, near 
shovels, buckets and a disturbed dirt pile. Bag 
was full of buckets, not a dead body.

Willow Circle caller reported an animal 
problem. Caller later canceled saying she 
did not know where the cat was or if it was 
a cat. The noise had ended. 

Caller reported a dog left in a vehicle on Main 
Street. Owner said she had just run into the 
store for one item and was going home. 

Simona Shores Drive parties were arguing over 
the rent. Both agreed to talk about it tomorrow. 

Uber Driver had issues with passengers at 
Wolf River Run. Driver left the area before 
the police arrived. 

A suspicious person on New Portland Road 
was having car trouble. A couple of lights 
on her dashboard had come on and she 
pulled over to see what they were. She 
went on her way. 

Clerk at Ossipee Trail business was advised 
they could have a vehicle towed at owner’s 
expense as it was on private property. 

Fort Hill Road caller reported a suspicious 
person walking on the road by her house. 
Vehicle had pulled over and she heard yell-
ing. Officers checked the area and did not 
locate anyone walking. 

CryptoVerse Solution by A. Logophile

NEW  YEAR  GORHAM  IS  A  REALLY  BIG  WINNER,

THE  EVENING  BEGINS  WITH  A  DELECTABLE  DINNER.  

DON  ROY,  MR  ROCHA,  MATT  ROBERTS,  MAGICIAN, 

MAD  SCIENCE,  GREAT  MUSIC,  FIVE  DOLLAR  ADMISSION.   

You're in the Know.

 I-Car Certified • ASE Certified • Major Collision • All vehicle types • Sandblasting
Free Pick-up and Deliveries within a 15-mile Radius. Free loaner cars.

 ALL WORK WARRANTIED

201 New Portland Rd, Gorham, ME • Ph: 839-6401 Fax: 839-2418 Email: wymanautoinc@yahoo.com
Mon–Fri 8-5, Sat 9-12, Sun Closed • www.wymansauto.com

We Work with All 
Insurance Companies

 Joe Wyman has been doing auto body and collision work for over  
50 years and at the same Gorham location for over 35 years.

The Gorham Times is seeking for a distribution person to 
take over our "Western Route" - 120 papers to 12

businesses, along Ossipee Trail (Route 25).
This is a great opportunity to meet interesting people

and learn about community organizations.

Have an interest in Gorham and how the paper operates?
We’d love to have you join us for production meetings

held every other Monday at 4 pm at Gorham Rec.

Contact us for more information.

Volunteer Distribution Person
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