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Tony Shalhoub Helps USM Announce Next Steps 
for Center for the Arts
John Ersek, Staff Writer

Multi-award winning actor Tony 
Shalhoub recently returned to 
southern Maine on Jan. 26 where 
he was the main focus of a press 
conference and arts campaign event 
held on the University of Southern 
Maine (USM) Portland campus. 
Shalhoub, who is a 1977 graduate 
of the USM Department of Theatre, 
helped announce the latest devel-
opments in USM’s on-going efforts 
to build a new Center for the Arts 
on the Portland campus. This proj-
ect will include 
the relocation 
of the Dr. Alfred 
and Suzi Osher 
School of Music, 
currently based 
on the Gorham 
campus, which 
will be housed 
in a new multi-
use building 
on the Deering 
Avenue side of 
the campus.

Shalhoub was 
presented as the new honorary 
chair of the building campaign, an 
assignment which he enthusiasti-
cally accepted, saying he will help 
the campaign in any way he can, as 
a “spokesperson, cheerleader, or 
whatever is needed”.

Shalhoub spoke at length in 
praising the high quality of the ‘70’s 
theater program at USM, which was 
then known as UMPG (University 
of Maine at Portland-Gorham). He 
named several professors and fel-
low students who helped him dur-

ing his years in Maine and who he 
still remembers fondly, including 
retired professor Thomas Power, 
who was in the audience.

S igni f i cant ly ,  Sha lhoub  
announced a $500,000 matching 
challenge grant from Dan Crewe, 
a retired music industry executive, 
who is the chairperson of USM’s 
Great University campaign. The 
campaign will help to fund the 
building project, as well as schol-
arships, and investments in uni-

versity programs 
in both Portland 
and Gorham. 
Dan Crewe now 
resides in the 
Portland area and 
was also pres-
ent at the event. 
Shalhoub soon 
added his own 
dramatic news, 
saying that he 
would person-
ally contrib-
ute $150,000 to 

the project as a response to Dan 
Crewe’s challenge.

Also speaking at the event were 
Jacqueline Edmondson, the presi-
dent of USM, and Dannel Malloy, 
the chancellor of the University of 
Maine System. Dr Edmondson said 
that since she is now a Gorham 
resident, she will be sad to see 
most of the music program leave 
the Gorham campus, but she will 
be pleased to see such a significant 
arts building added to the Portland 
campus.

Tony Shalhoub talks about his days as a student in the USM Department of Theatre, and his 
support of the new Center for the Arts on the Portland campus.
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Tony Shalhoub, Chana Wingard, musical theatre student at USM and Ed Reichert, musi-
cal theatre vocal coach. Wingard, accompanied by Reichert at the keyboard, opened the 
press conference with the song, “Feelin’ Good,” composed by Anthony Newley and Leslie 
Bricusse for the Broadway musical, “The Roar of the Greasepaint – the Smell of the Crowd.”

Photo credit: Corey Haskell, USM Foundation
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USM President Jacqueline Edmondson speaks about the new Center for the Arts. 

Chancellor Malloy commented 
that the Great University Campaign 
has already raised $44.5 million of 
its $46 million goal, but may need 
to raise a bit more, due to pandem-
ic related increases to construction 
costs.

The university has stated that 
it is currently planning for the 
Departments of Theatre and Art 
programs to continue to be based 
on the Gorham campus, though 
music, theatre, and art will contin-
ue to have some presence on both 
campuses.

Multi-award winning actor

Tony Shalhoub, who is a 1977

graduate of the USM Department 

of Theatre, helped announce the 

latest developments in USM’s 

on-going efforts to build a new 

Center for the Arts.

POETRY CORNER

February Sings
by Dave Thompson

Narragansett School Ed Tech

February sings,
 ‘Rise! Rise!’                                          

Oh, such a Prelude as this!
The tolling, thus.

For it is Another’s chorus
That will soon chime, ‘Ring! Ring!’
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will include not only elements of the 
governor’s proposed budget, but also 
other enacted bills that require funding.

This session, I am pushing to ensure 
that the budget works to improve the 
lives of all Mainers, including by ensur-
ing that housing is a priority, we con-
tinue to fully fund the state’s share of 
public education costs, we offer mean-
ingful support for working families and 
provide property tax relief for more 
Mainers.

The governor’s proposal includes 
many of these provisions, but there are 
certainly areas where we will continue 
to negotiate. Her proposal maintains 
our public K-12 education funding, con-
tinues to offer free community college 
for eligible students, expands Pre-K and 
invests in behavioral health, care for 
older Mainers and improvements to 
the child welfare system while also bol-
stering property tax relief and offering 
more support for retirees. Beyond these 
items, it also invests in building Maine’s 
infrastructure and offers some money 
to continue to address PFAS contamina-

Rep. Maureen “Mo” Terry, 
D-Gorham, is serving her 
fourth term in the Maine 
House of Representatives. 
She is the House majority 
leader, where she serves 
as head of the Democratic 
caucus. Outside of her 

legislative work, Rep. Terry is a chef and small 
business owner. Contact her at maureen.terry@
legislature.maine.gov.

Policy on News from Augusta: The Gorham Times asked our three state legislators from Senate District 30, House District 109 and House District 110 to 
provide us with “News from Augusta.” We publish their articles on a rotating basis. The submissions are devoted to updates of legislative and administrative 
news, proposed and passed bills and laws, and developments and events that are of interest and have an impact to Gorham residents. The Gorham Times 
reserves the right to edit the submissions and it further reserves the right to reject any submission, in its sole discretion.

Breaking Down the Biennial Budget
Rep. Mo Terry

Letter to the Editor
Letters to the Editor must be fewer than 300 words, signed with a first and last name, typed or e-mailed and include a phone number. The Gorham Times reserves the 
right not to publish letters that include personal attacks or inflammatory language. Letters are solely the opinion of the writer and not that of the Gorham Times. They are 
published at the discretion of the Gorham Times as space allows and are subject to editing.

With the first session of the 131st 
Legislature in full swing, my colleagues 
and I have turned our attention to over 
2,100 bills that have been submitted 
for consideration. Many of them will 
pass, hopefully, lots of good ones, and 
some will fail or be amended as we 
solicit input from various stakeholders, 
including members of our communi-
ties via the public hearing and work 
session process.

Several bills will also be absorbed 
into the biennial budget. Crafting this 
budget is an incredibly important part 
of what we do in the first regular ses-
sion of each Legislature and plays a crit-
ical role in shaping the direction of our 
state in the months and years to come.

For some background, the state bud-
get is the sum of all enacted bills with a 
fiscal impact, meaning those that will cost 
money. The Maine Constitution requires 
the governor and the Legislature to sub-
mit, enact and approve a balanced bud-
get. Unlike the federal government, we 
cannot exist in a deficit, so we need to 
find a way to pay for every commitment 
that we make to the people of Maine.

The budget process begins when 
the governor releases her biennial bud-
get proposal, which is sent early in 
the legislative session as a bill to the 
Appropriations and Financial Affairs 
Committee. Early last month, the gover-
nor released her proposal. Moving for-
ward, the governor, state departments 
and agencies, the Legislature, public-
interest groups and the public will all 
work to finalize the bill. The final budget 

tion, among other things. This is a great 
starting place, and I look forward to find-
ing opportunities to continue to address 
our state’s housing and workforce needs 
as the biennial budget process unfolds.

If you are interested and able to get 
involved, I encourage you to do so! 
There are several ways members of the 
public will be able to weigh in on the 
budget and other legislation this year. 
Folks will now be able to testify on leg-
islation both remotely and in person at 
the State House, making government 
more accessible to people from every 
corner of our state. The Legislature’s 
website, which you can access at https://
legislature.maine.gov, has numerous 
helpful resources, including a full sched-
ule of public hearings, an online form to 
sign up to testify live before a commit-
tee, a complete database with the status 
of all legislation that has been submitted 
and a livestream of the House chamber 
on days we are in session.

As always, if you have any questions 
or need support in navigating the legis-
lative process, government programs or 
anything else, please reach out!
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To the editor: 
In response to the recent Gorham 

Times article about School Policy and 
FOAA Controversy, I find it sad that pre-
cious tax dollars, which should be used 
to help our children develop the skills 
and abilities necessary to thrive in a 
complex and changing world, are being 
used instead to pay lawyers to address 
“culture war” battles.

Education has become one of many 
flashpoints in the on-going dialogue 
in our country. So be it. However, we 
must remember how lucky we are to 
have teachers and administrators who 
show up every day with a commitment 
to providing an excellent education so 
each and every child can learn what 
they need to know to thrive in the work 
and cultural environment they will soon 
inherit.

As a result of my own children’s 
experiences in the Gorham schools and 
as a former member of the Gorham 
Town Council, I learned quite a bit 
about our educational system. A teacher 
is key to defining the quality of the 
educational experience our children 
receive. Teachers create learning oppor-
tunities and manage the flow of chil-
dren throughout a school day, attend 
meetings, supervise extra-curricular 
activities, talk with parents after school 
and then correct homework and make 
lesson plans for the next day. We 

should be in awe of what they do. 
Each child is different with different 

needs. Each parent is different with dif-
ferent perspectives. And each teacher 
has different strengths. Each teacher 
must manage a very complex environ-
ment. Let’s not make it harder for them.

Questioning curriculum and philoso-
phy is part of who we are as Americans, 
but let’s remain civil and remember that 
our educational system is a major com-
ponent of what has made our country 
and our people great.

Thank you, teachers and administra-
tors. Please keep up the good work for 
all our children!

Nick Kirby

To the editor:
Over the past seven months, I have 

come to sincerely value the place and 
history the University of Southern Maine 
has in the Gorham community. I have 
been warmly welcomed by education 
and business leaders, local elected offi-
cials, and my new neighbors. Gorham is 
a wonderful place to live and work. 

Gorham has a long history as a place 
that values education, from the Gorham 
Academy and the Gorham Normal 
School, which evolved to the University 
of Southern Maine. It has been terrific to 
see the Gorham Academy renovations 
underway, to learn about the arboretum 
on our campus, and to see the various 

landmarks that mark this history. 
My hope is that Gorham will become 

known as a hub for high-quality educa-
tional opportunities for students who 
come from our region, Maine communi-
ties, and other communities across our 
country and around the world. Great 
cities are grounded in great universities, 
and Gorham is no exception. 

In the years ahead, the University of 
Southern Maine will rise to new heights 
as a vibrant and vital educational hub for 
growth and development in our region, 
in part because of the strong relationship 
we have with Gorham. Public higher 
education is essential to a democratic 
society, and USM is committed to provid-
ing accessible, affordable, and excellent 
educational opportunities to our stu-
dents and to those in our communities. 

We look forward to deepening our 
commitment to Gorham as a “college 
town” that provides living-learning 
opportunities for our students. Our new 
degree programs in industrial engineer-
ing and education, along with our long-
standing commitments to nursing, social 
work, and the arts, will further opportu-
nities for students and the quality of life 
for those in our region.

Jacqueline Edmondson, Ph.D.

 Crafting this budget is an

incredibly important part of what 

we do in the first regular session 

of each Legislature and plays a 

critical role in shaping the

direction of our state.

Send your letter to:
editor@gorhamtimes.com
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THANK YOU TO ALL
OF OUR ADVERTISERS

& FRIENDS OF GT!
YOUR SUPPORT HAS 

KEPT OUR COMMUNITY 
PAPER GOING
SINCE 1995.

Willis 
Real 

Estate

BUYER NEED:

www.willisrealestate.com
 willisteam@willisrealestate.com

207-839-3390

3 Bedroom single family home
with an accessory/In-Law apartment

and a budget of up to $1 million.
 

If you have a property that meets these criteria
and are thinking of selling in 2023

we would love to chat.

 I-Car Certified • ASE Certified • Major Collision • All vehicle types • Sandblasting
Free Pick-up and Deliveries within a 15-mile Radius. Free loaner cars.

 ALL WORK WARRANTIED

201 New Portland Rd, Gorham, ME • Ph: 839-6401 Fax: 839-2418 Email: wymanautoinc@yahoo.com
Mon–Fri 8-5, Sat 9-12, Sun Closed • www.wymansauto.com

We Work with All 
Insurance Companies

 Joe Wyman has been doing auto body and collision work for over  
50 years and at the same Gorham location for over 35 years.

Groundhog Jokes
How do woodchucks greet 
their parents? 

With hogs and kisses.

Why was the groundhog 
upset about his home? 

He was having a bad lair 
day.

Where do ill groundhogs go? 

The hogspital

What did the French 
groundhog see when he 
woke up?

His château.

The Gorham Times is still seeking a distribution person to take 
over our "Western Route" - 120 papers to 12
businesses, along Ossipee Trail (Route 25).

This is a great opportunity to meet interesting people
and learn about community organizations.

Contact us for more information about volunteering.
gorhamtimes@gmail.com or editor@gorhamtimes.com

Volunteer Distribution Person

Graphic Designer
Are you a graphic designer? Do you know 

Adobe Creative Cloud, Dropbox, and Google Drive? 
Do you have an interest in Gorham, how a small, local, 

volunteer-run paper operates, and have some extra time?
We’d love to talk to you about being our designer. 

During a recent interview, the 
Gorham Times asked Gorham School 
superintendent Heather Perry to 
comment on the FOAA requests 
(Freedom of Access) recently made 
to the school department. She was 
also asked for her reaction to reports 
indicating that these requests have 
come from individuals who are 
opposed to certain policies and 
materials, mostly related to diversity, 
inclusion, and gender identity.

Perry pointed out that there have 
been 38 FOAA requests during the 
current school year, while the depart-
ment received 25 requests during 
the 2021-2022 school year. Prior to 
that, there were typically one to two 
per year. She stated that each request 
must be fulfilled according to law, 
despite the increased costs to the 
department.

She was also asked about whether 
the current critical environment may 
be affecting the quality of students’ 
and teachers’ experiences in the 
classroom, as well as the ability to 
retain dedicated teachers.

Superintendent Perry replied that 
while the current polarized political 
climate may be challenging for public 
schools, she believes that a core role 
of public schools is to ensure that all 
children feel welcomed in a safe and 
supportive environment, regardless 
of their beliefs, race, socioeconomic 
status, background or gender, and 
that policy can place schools in a dif-
ficult spot when questioned by out-
side interests. 

Still, Perry said she feels confident 
that the Gorham schools are on the 
right track with their current poli-
cies, that the schools are doing what 
is required, as well as doing what is 
best for the students. She added “I 
try to look at the bigger picture, like 
maintaining the trust of the commu-
nity.”

When asked about her top con-
cerns, she replied “What’s most con-
cerning is the seeming effort to make 
people mistrust public education. 

Interview with Superintendent Perry
John Ersek, Staff Writer

It’s very concerning, because pub-
lic schools are a cornerstone of our 
democracy.”

Perry said she believes there will 
always be those who disagree with 
the schools’ policies, making clear 
the school staff should continue lis-
tening respectfully to parents and 
others when they present concerns, 
though they might not agree with all 
requests.

When asked about whether the 
schools should comply with parents’ 
requests to remove parts of the cur-
riculum, Perry said “we’re a public 
school, and we have specific [state] 
standards that we’re supposed to 
meet. We have to educate every stu-
dent, and we have to create an inclu-
sive environment for every student. 
That’s what we do.”

On the topic of whether teachers 
should do more to avoid controver-
sial topics, Perry replied that to help 
students become informed adults, 
the teachers’ responsibilities include 
facilitating developmentally appropri-
ate classroom discussions, including 
controversial topics and a variety of 
viewpoints, teaching important skills 
such as critical thinking and prob-
lem-solving. 

When asked whether there is any-
thing the Gorham school system can 
do to shield teachers from being 
attacked on social media, Ms. Perry 

commented “It is a reflection of our 
current society.”

She went on to observe that it is 
inevitable that teachers and admin-
istrators will sometimes become the 
subject of negative online comments, 
due to the nature of today’s social 
media climate, but nevertheless pub-
lic school educators must continue 
focusing on meeting the needs of 
children. 

Superintendent Perry cited a 
recent survey that the department 
completed using the “Thought 
Sharing” app, including 1,099 
Gorham students, 530 parents, 
and 124 staff. She said the results 
overwhelmingly support the school 
department implementing an atmo-
sphere of welcoming, diversity, and 
inclusion, providing a link: https://
gorhamsuperintendent.blogspot.
com/2022/12/december-2-blog-post.
html.

She also mentioned that she and 
the assistant superintendent con-
ducted a "Listening Tour" in October 
and November of 2022. She wrote 
about the results in her Dec. 2, 2022 
blog post. 

Think good thoughts. 
Do good things.  

Let's teach this to our children. 
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CryptoVerse by A. Logophile

HTIZFTWCXIDS  HOLE  LF  DIGCNDA;

KPG  OD  MIPXF  WOCW  OD’F  JDLIN  THFWCNDA.  

XODWODG  PG  IPW  OD  FDDF  C  FOCAPX  LI  HECS, 

BELRCWD  BOCIND  LF  WTGILIN  RCGBO  LIWP  RCS.

CLUE:  O = H    

Worried About Inflation? 
Consider These Moves
Jessica Szafranski, Contributing Writer

As you know, inflation was big news 
throughout 2022. Whether it will 
continue in 2023 is anybody’s guess. 
Looking even further ahead, here’s how 
you can account for inflation in your 
long-term plans.

Many experts predict that inflation 
will cool off this year, though there are 
no guarantees. The high inflation of last 
year is thought to have been caused by 
some unusual factors, such as a spike 
in the demand for consumer goods 
as the world came out of the COVID-
19 pandemic, which 
led to supply chain 
issues. Also, the war 
in Ukraine drove up 
oil prices, increasing 
the cost of manufac-
turing and shipping 
and driving up the 
price of wheat and 
other commodities.

In any case, last 
year reminded us 
that inflation needs 
to be reckoned with 
as you work toward your financial 
goals. But how you respond to inflation 
will depend somewhat on your stage of 
life. So, here are some suggestions to 
consider.

If you’re still working, contribute 
more to your retirement plans. If you 
can afford to put more money away 
in your IRA and 401(k), you may want 
to do so. The more resources you’ll 
eventually have available in retirement, 
the better protected you are against the 
rising cost of living.

Adjust your portfolio objectives with 
your financial professional. Using tools 
such as “hypothetical” illustrations, a 
financial professional can show you 
some different paths you might take 
with your investments, given different 
rates of inflation. So, for example, if you 
feel that inflation may be higher for a 
longer period than you once thought, 
you could request a hypothetical show-
ing how you might need to adjust your 
investment mix to achieve your long-
term goals, given your risk tolerance 
and time horizon.

If you’re already retired, consider 
part-time work or consulting. Once 
you retire from your career, it doesn’t 
mean you can never do any paid work 
again. If you’ve accumulated years of 
experience and expertise, you could 
use your skills as a consultant. Also, 
many part-time jobs are available for 
retirees. With the added income from 
employment, you may be able to delay 
taking withdrawals from your retire-
ment accounts and other investments, 
possibly extending their longevity. 

Once you turn 
73 (starting in 
2023), though, 
you will need 
to begin taking 
money from your 
401(k) and tradi-
tional IRA.)

Delay taking 
Social Security. 
You can begin 
taking Social 
Security when 
you’re 62, but 

your monthly checks will be substan-
tially bigger if you wait until your full 
retirement age, which will likely be 
between 66 and 67. (You could even 
wait until 70, at which point your 
monthly benefits will max out.) Of 
course, the ability to delay taking Social 
Security depends on whether you can 
afford it, but it may be possible if you 
work longer than you once planned 
or if you work part time in retirement. 
But even if you do need to take Social 
Security before your full retirement 
age, your payments will be adjusted 
annually for inflation — in fact, for 
2023, benefit checks will rise 8.7% over 
2022. We’ll always have to deal with 
some level of inflation — so it’s a good 
idea to be prepared. 

LIVING

Jessica Szafranski is a 
Gorham-based Financial 
Advisor specializing in 
retirement planning, invest-
ing & saving for education. 
This article is published with 
permission from Edward 
Jones. 

Last year reminded us that

inflation needs to be reckoned 

with as you work toward your 

financial goals. But how you 

respond to inflation will depend 

somewhat on your stage of life. 

My first weather prediction as the 
official Groundhog Day prognostica-
tor occurred on Feb. 2, 1887, at 
Gobbler’s Knob, Pennsylvania when 
my buddies in the Punxsutawney 
Groundhog Club declared me to be 
the one and only true meteorological 
rodent in America. Several other copy-
cat towns falsely claimed to have a 
groundhog weatherman of their own, 
like Birmingham Bill or Staten Island 
Chuck, but they are imposters.

So here’s the truth about this spe-
cial day. Feb. 2 marks the mid-way 
point between the Winter Solstice and 
the Spring Equinox and has been cel-
ebrated for thousand of years before 
yours truly was even involved. The 
day was called Candlemas Day and 
involved the doling out of candles 
in order to make it through the last 
dregs of winter. The legend states, 
“For as the sun shines on Candlemas 
Day, so far will the snow swirl in May.” 
After a time, early Germanic people 
began using an inferior species of 
hedgehogs exiting from their dens 
to celebrate this significant mid-way 
point of winter.

Solution on Page 11

Happy Groundhog Day
Punxsutawney Phil

Later, descendants of these 
Germans immigrated to America, set-
tled in Pennsylvania and continued 
the tradition, although they had to 
switch from using second rate hedge-
hogs to superior groundhogs which 
were plentiful in the Keystone State 
whilst hedgehogs were neither.

Tradition came to decree that if an 
intelligent groundhog, like myself, 
comes out of its burrow and sees its 
shadow on a sunny day, it is wisely 
knows that six more weeks of Winter 
will follow. On a cloudy day, with no 
shadow, I surmise that Spring will 
come early.

FYI, a groundhog typically weighs 
12 to 15 pounds and lives six to eight 
years. We eat vegetables and fruits, 
and whistle when we’re scared or 
looking for a mate. Thus we are some-
times called whistle pigs, except for 
me, as I am named after French King 
Phillip who ruled in Spain, which is 
very confusing.

Groundhogs are great tree climbers 
and swimmers. Our outer fur feels 

Image by Stefaan Van der Biest from Pixabay 

Christopher Pidhajecky DDS
347 Main Street

Gorham, ME 04038

207.839.3006

www.gorhamdentistry.com

NEW PATIENTS
ALWAYS

WELCOMED

Continued on Page 9

GHS GRAD NEWS: If you, your son, or daughter are 
GHS graduates, we would like to share your

achievements in the Gorham Times.
Contact Chris Crawford at ckck5@icloud.com.
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TOWN/MUNICIPAL

Clerks Corner

VILLAGE BUILDERSVILLAGE BUILDERS
Full Service General Contractor

Repairs • Renovations • Additions

Daniel W. Grant, P.E.Daniel W. Grant, P.E.
Owner

21 New Portland Rd.
Gorham, ME 04038

PH 207-839-6072PH 207-839-6072
sales@villagebuildersmaine.com

Laurie Nordfors, Town Clerk

207.650.2832 
Team@KeithNicely.com

RealEstateDoneNicely.com

Reiki Healing
in Gorham!

Reiki promotes holistic healing
at the cellular level by enhancing 

the natural ability of the body
 to heal itself, and supports mental, 

physical, emotional and
spiritual wellbeing. 

Treat your whole wellbeing
by experiencing the

many benefits of Reiki!

stress reduction
increase clarity

calmness 
relaxation

enhanced mood

 
FMI: contact Sherri French

heal2transform@gmail.com
207-318-8049

HOLISTIC HEALING
Transformation

88 State Street, 1st floor, Gorham
holistichealingtransformation.com

The Gorham School Department 
plans to destroy special education 

records of former students
who were born between
JANUARY 1, 1996 and
DECEMBER 31, 1996.

Parents, guardians and/or former 
students may obtain their records 
on or before June 2, 2023. Proper 
identification will be required in 

order to obtain records.

For more information,
please feel free to contact the

Gorham Special Services
office at (207) 222-1002.

    The holiday season has come and 
gone and we now look forward to a 
new year. I would like to thank
the numerous businesses and families 
in Gorham who helped the less fortu-
nate and adopted a family for Christ-
mas. The outpouring of generosity 
was overwhelming. 
    This year we helped 14 Gorham 
families (12 adults and 34 children) 
have a happy holiday. We also have 
had a number of generous dona-
tions to our Towns Fuel Fund. I am 
so proud to live and work in such an 
amazing Town.
    Now that the snow has fallen and 

the true winter season is here, it’s time 
to get out and enjoy the Maine winter. 
Fishing licenses are available for pur-
chase online or at the Town Clerk’s 
office as well as snowmobile licenses. 
We also have sno-goers maps to help 
enjoy the many snowmobile trails in 
Gorham.
    As spring inches near, all motorcy-
cle registrations are due in March. Get 
in early to re-register those bikes and 
dream about taking that early spring 
ride.
    As always, please call the Town 
Clerk’s office with any questions, 
(207) 222-1670.

Town Council Report Jan. 3
Maggie Norris, USM Student Intern

The Gorham Town Council met on 
Tuesday, Jan’ 3, 2023. The meeting 
began with an acceptance of the min-
utes of the Dec. 6, 2022, Regular Town 
Council Meeting. 

Open public communications began 
with an expressed request for a YMCA in 
town, specifically for the use of a public 
pool and childcare program. No further 
public comments were made. 

The Town Manager’s report included 
updates on sand availability for storms, 
including the new limitation put in 
place. He reported that a new town 
engineer has recently been hired. 

The School Committee report began 
with talk of the new education appren-
ticeship being offered to those inter-
ested in entering the education field. 
Updates were also given on the increase 
in the special education student popula-
tion and the K-5 autism enrollment and 
K-5 functional life skills program. The 
reported demand for school bus drivers 
remains to be an issue. 

Public hearings were held to hear 
comments on:

Item #2023-1-3, a proposal for 
action to consider a resignation from 
the planning board. Proposed Order 
#23-6 passed 7-0. 

Item #2023-1-4, a proposal for 
action to consider an appointment to 
the planning board. Proposed Order 
#23-7 passed 7-0. 

Item #2023-1-5, a proposal for 
action to re-appoint a registrar of voters. 
Proposed Order #23-8 passed 7-0. 

Item #2023-1-6, a proposal for action 
to set a workshop for the month of 
March to review planning services avail-
able through GPCOG. Amendments 
were made to the item to change the 
month of review to April, and the 
Proposed Order #23-9 passed 7-0. 

Item #2023-1-7, a proposal for action 

to consider authorizing the issue of a 
bond that was approved by voters on 
November 8, 2022. Proposed Order 
#23-10 passed 7-0. 

Item #2023-1-8, a proposal for the 
action to consider authorizing an abate-
ment of taxes for the 2020-2021 and 
2021-2022 tax years. Proposed Order 
#23-11 passed 7-0. 

Item #2023-1-9, a proposal for action 
to consider amending the LUDC to allow 
for reduced setbacks in the Gorham 
Village Districts. Proposed Order #23-
12 failed 6-1. 

Item #2023-1-10, a proposal for 
action to consider a housing authority. 
Council Siegel expressed his concern 
for affordable housing. Discussion was 
mainly concerned with senior hous-
ing and workforce housing. Proposed 
Order #23-13 passed 7-0. 

Item #2023-1-11, a proposal for 
action to consider changing the names 
of urban residential expansion districts. 
Proposed Order #23-14 failed 6-1. 

Item #2023-1-12, a proposal for 
action to consider accepting a recre-
ation access easement. Discussion was 
focused on the time limitations placed 
on accessible trails possibly causing 
accidental trespassing. Proposed Order 
#23-15 passed 7-0. 

Item #2022-12-3, a proposal for 
action to consider accepting the recom-
mendation of the Ordinance Committee 
to utilize a vendor to adjust ordinance 
language to be gender neutral. Proposed 
Order #23-16 passed 7-0. 

Item 2022-10-11, a proposal for action 
to consider amending dog kennel stan-
dards in the Land Use & Development 
Code. Proposed Order #23-17 passed 
7-0. 

The meeting adjourned at 9:08 p.m. 
The complete minutes and meeting 
video can be found at gorham-me.org/. 

Real Estate Transfers November 2022
ADDRESS
WATER STREET
587 MAIN STREET
77 FALCON CREST DRIVE
23 CROCKETT ROAD
15 NATALEE DRIVE
21 ROCKWOOD LANE UNIT 22
92 SPILLER ROAD
17 ROCKWOOD LANE UNIT 21
18 PRESUMPSCOT RIDGE DRIVE
20 PRESUMPSCOT RIDGE DRIVE
20 NORWAY ROAD
17 TINK DRIVE
COUNTY ROAD
209 COUNTY ROAD
11 GORHAM INDUSTRIAL PKY
53 WESTCOTT ROAD
70 HARDING BRIDGE ROAD
109 NARRAGANSETT STREET
19 MEADOWBROOK DR UNIT 2
106 NORTH GORHAM ROAD

BUYER
BENSON, KIRK & BOMBARDIER BENSON
NUORA STORIA, LLC
GUSTAFSON, CYNTHIA & ERIC
ALLES, ALEXANDER & MAILANDER
BASSINGTHWAITE, CRAIG & TRACEY
LAGASSE, MARK & WENDIE
WELCH, JOSIAH & ABIGAIL
COYHE, SUSA & DAVIS, CHRISTINE
SWAN, PAYSON
SWAN, PAYSON
STEPHENS, MICHAEL & ASHLEY
LASSITER, KRISTINA
MUKARUGEMA, MARIE
FAIZY, BELXL
11D, LLC
MUKANDORI, ANTOINETTE
BEYER, TERRI & ALAN
MURRAY, CHRISTOPHER, JR.
FAULKNER, SARA & ANDREW
DOIRON, RICHARD & ROBIN

        PRICE
$75,000 

$850,000 
$588,750 
$520,000 
$475,495 
$490,000 
$342,000 
$499,000 
$530,000 
$645,000 
$600,000 
$400,000 
$125,000 
$260,000 
$337,500 
$375,000 
$600,000 
$450,000 
$296,000 
$320,000 

SELLER
BERKS, ELIZABETH & ROBERT
MAINE BASED REAL ESTATE, LLC
COTTAGE ADVISOR ME, LLC
ALLEN, PETER & SMITH, BRUCE
ROBIE HOLDINGS, LLC
COTTAGE ADVISORS, ME LLC
BISHOP, KATHERINE & BRIAN
COTTAGE ADVISORS ME LLC
ROBIE CONTRACTING, LLC
ROBIE CONTRACTING, LLC
GREENLEAF, JENNA & MATTHEW
COLLINS, DANIELLE & CONNOR
MAREAN, MICHELE & DANIEL
ESTATE OF RICHARD TARRANCE
G. HARMON ASSOCIATES, LLC
KARST, MATTHEW
TUTTLE, AMANDA & MICHAEL
MOULTON, SHONN & BANKS-MOULTON
CASEY, ADRIENNE
FOSS, MARIANA

You're in the Know.

Public Works Reminders
Please put trash out by 7 a.m. on 

the day of collection. There will be no 
changes to trash schedule the week of 
President's Day (Feb. 20). Recycling is 
accepted in the silver bullets, but no 
household trash, construction debris, 
furniture, or hazardous waste. Winter 
sand is available, 2-5 gallon bring-
your-own buckets per weather event. 
Driver/Operator opening, apply online 
at gorham-me.org (click on employ-
ment). No parking on any public road 
or easement from Nov. 1 to May 1, 

midnight to 6 a.m., or during parking 
bans. Do not plow/shovel snow into 
the roadway. Sidewalks are plowed as 
soon as possible, but clear, safe road-
ways are the priority. Snow removal 
will occur as time allows after a storm.

Kelly Meslin, Public Works Department

THANK YOU TO ALL OF 
OUR ADVERTISERS

& SUPPORTERS!

Grant Opportunity
The Department of Community 

Development is pleased to announce 
a new competitive matching grant 
opportunity for Gorham businesses. 
The program provides a 50% match 
up to a total of $5,000 for projects 
addressing facade improvements, 
energy efficiency, and public 
accessibility. The deadline for 

applications is Feb. 24. The application 
is published on the Town website and 
posted on Facebook. 

Town Manager's Office
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Great Falls School Celebrates 
Book Character Day

Gorham School Committee 
Report for Jan. 18

The Gorham School Committee 
met for their monthly meeting on Jan. 
18, 2023. Members Daryl Wright and 
Anne Schools were not present.

Superintendent Heather Perry 
spoke on four topics of interest. First, 
the continued monitoring of the phys-
ical health of students and staff and 
the procedures that are required by 
the State of Maine. If daily absentee-
ism reaches 15%, it must be reported 
to the state for an investigation and 
a status report. She continues to 
encourage good health practices and 
procedures as determined by families 
and staff needs. 

Secondly, the budget process for 
the 2023-2024 school year is under-
way with principals and school lead-
ers meeting with the central office 
staff to review all budget lines. The 
number one priority in the process is 
how these items will benefit students. 
She also noted the new software pro-
gram that is being implemented and 
the extra work being done by Hollis 
Cobb and Andy Hager in the business 

department. Finally, she mentioned 
the Little Rams report which is being 
widely shared by the school district, 
and the plans that are underway to 
implement the recommendations.

The Narragansett Student Leaders 
presented to the committee on the 
support they are offering to the 
school.  The group of five fifth grad-
ers spoke about their passion for 
helping the school and the younger 
students. They talked about the code 
of conduct and the importance of 
being good role models with their 
words and actions. Some of the “jobs” 
that they are doing include dismissal 
helper, spirit day organizer, class-
room helper, recess helper, art room 
helper, offering responsibility tips to 
classrooms and “read-alouds” with 
Kindergarten and First Grade stu-
dents.  One of their activities involved 
making stuffies and sharing them with 
students who had not brought one 
with them for a spirit activity. They 

Michael Lortie, School News Editor

Narragansett Student leaders prepare to address the Gorham School Committee. Pictured 
(L-R): David, Tyler, Greta, Nola, Mika, and Jacob with teacher advisors, Ms. Cataldo and 
Mrs. Whitney  

Photo credit: Erin Eppler, Principal, Narragansett School

Continued on Page 9

(207) 839-9090 • 347 Main St., Unit 1, Gorham

SCHOOL

Photo credit: Becky Fortier

Kindergarten students, Nadine Esmiller and 
Rumi Kebdani dress as Pikachu book char-
acters as part of a spirit day at Great Falls 
Elementary School

Photo credit: Becky Fortier

School Librarian/ Media Specialist, Jessie 
Mason and Kindergarten Teacher, Amy 
Brassard show their Great Falls School spirit 
by dressing as characters from their favorite 
children’s books.

Gorham High School’s
One-Act Play
Lucia Holloway, GHS Student Intern

This March, Gorham High School 
(GHS) is putting on a one act play 
called, The Terezin Promise. The play 
is set during World War II era at a 
camp called Terezin located in the 
now Czech Republic. A group of teen-
agers have vowed to save all the art 
they have made before the Nazi’s 
destroyed evidence of Jewish life. The 
play is a very motivational piece about 
survival and hope.

Actress Amelia Olaru says, “Although 
Terezin was a very terrifying place it 
shows the world that people found 
beauty in the ugliness. Terezin wasn’t 
a concentration camp where people 

were sent to death, it was a camp full 
of artists and musicians who taught 
others their craft. 

We can now see pieces of art 
hung up in museums showing that 
although this war was traumatic and 
separated so many families, people 
continued to find the good. It truly 
goes to show how much art can do 
for people. These pieces show us, and 
future generations, that art is carried 
on through time and will always be 
here to show humans the beauty of 
life even in the worst of times.” 

Continued on Page 9
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Looking for a side gig?
We've got the answer for you...

Gorham School Dining
Services is Hiring Subs!

Work while your kids are in school
and have off when they have off!

No experience necessary!
Opportunity for advancement!

Lunch is on us!

Apply at www.gorhamschools.org

SPORTS

Alpine Ski Team Finally on the Slopes
Katie Brown, Sports Editor

It’s hard to believe with the back-to-
back snowstorms in the past few days, 
that the ski team had to wait several 
weeks to get back to a consistent train-
ing schedule at their home course, 
Pleasant Mountain (formally Shawnee 
Peak). Most of the 18 Ski areas in 
Maine opened in late fall. Sunday River 
and Sugarloaf opened on November 
20 due to the cold snap. This was an 
encouraging sign for the Alpine ski 
team; the early season for these skiers 
being notably nostalgic, the first tracks 
carved and the athletes eager to get 
back on the slopes.

But then, following the initial 
opening, the conditions deteriorated 
quickly with unseasonably warm tem-
peratures throughout the month of 
December. This bumped the Gorham 
Ski Team from practicing on the 
mountain to many “extra” days of 
dryland workouts in the month of 
December. Coach Munkacsi kept his 
team motivated by encouraging his 
athletes to stay patient and focused 
and to continue pushing themselves. 
The options included weight training, 
and getting to a mountain with open 
trails on the weekends. 

The Gorham Girls and Boys com-
peted in their first race on Jan. 20 at 
Pleasant Mountain, two weeks out from 
the original schedule. Individually, 

four athletes on the boys side placed 
in the top 15 out of 44 athletes from 
Falmouth Windham, Cheverus and 
Marshwood. 

Seniors who placed in the top 15 
include; Owen Ballard (4th) Trent 
Stevens (6th), Sam Munkacsi (7th), 
and Ryker Spear (14th). These athletes 
have been consistent top 10 individual 
SMAA finishers throughout their high 
school careers.  On the girls side, 
Sophomore Brooke Stevens placed in 
the top 20 out of 44 athletes. Gorham 
placed second in team results. 

With mother nature cooperating, 
these ski athletes couldn’t be happier. 
Jan. 24 the team will head back to 
Pleasant Mountain for SL training. Jan. 
25 they will compete in their second 
SLALOM Race of the season and again 
on Jan. 27. 

Coach added, “The training focus 
will continue to focus on getting new 
edges to engage at the top of the 
turn, as in start the new turn at the 
exact same instant as finishing your 
last turn.”

It means a lot to these athletes to 
be able to do what they train and love 
to do. 

Photo courtesy of Coach Munkacsi and Tim Spear 
Girls Team post-race at Pleasant Mountain

Photo courtesy of Coach Munkasci and Tim Spear 
Boys Team post-race at Pleasant Mountain

Photo courtesy of Coach Munkasci and Tim Spear 

Both Teams enjoying a post-race moment. These athletes have 3 races next week! 

GHS alumni, do you own a business in Gorham?
We want to hear from you, celebrate your accomplishments,

and tell others about your good work in this town. 
Write to editor@gorhamtimes.com and tell us about you,

your business, your employees, and your customers.
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PRESIDENT’S LIST
Alden Dimick, Plymouth State University, Plymouth, New Hampshire

DEAN’S LIST
Lauren Bachner, Nazareth College, Rochester, New York
AJ Booth, University of Maine at Farmington, Farmington
Morgan Chapman, University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont
Nathan Cook, Belmont University, Nashville, Tennesee
Jacob Curtis, Worcester Polytechnic Institute, Worcester, Massachusetts
Sadie Dyer, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire
Madelin Joseph, Miami University, Oxford, Ohio
Amelia Kratzer, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts
Katherine O’Donnell, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire
Natetra Ly, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire
Caitlin McCutcheon, College of the Holy Cross, Worcester, Massachusetts
Madison Firmin, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire
Kayleigh Cloutier, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire
Clara Shvets, University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont
Erin Wentworth, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire
Violet Wilson-Wood, University of Vermont, Burlington, Vermont

OF INTEREST
International Holocaust Remembrance Day was commemorated on Friday, Jan. 27, 2023. 

Signs of Winter Walk - Join the Presumpscot Regional Land Trust on Saturday, Feb. 4 at 
10 a.m. for a family-friendly Winter Nature Walk on the Hawkes Preserve trail in Gorham. 
This will be a great chance to see the forest and the Presumpscot River in the winter 
and learn about things like animal tracks and identifying trees. Everyone who attends will 
receive an Animal Tracks of Greater Portland laminated pocket card to keep for future 
adventures. The participants will split into two groups, one for families and one for adults, 
so the program is designed for all ages. This event is free, but space is limited, and regis-
tration is required at www.prlt.org/events.

Forest Playgroup: Story Walk at Hawkes Preserve - Join Presumpscot Regional Land Trust 
and the Forest Playgroup on Wed., Feb. 8 at 9:30 a.m. for a winter story walk adventure at 
Hawkes Preserve in Gorham. Enjoy this wooded meander through the woods with views of 
the Presumpscot River and a story along the way. This event is for families with kids ages 
2-5, siblings are welcome. Children must attend with a parent or guardian. The walking 
portion will be approximately a mile in total, on a wooded path with a modest hill. RSVP for 
this event at https://www.prlt.org/events

Veterans of Foreign Wars, Gorham Memorial Post 10879 will meet next on Tuesday, Feb. 
14 at 5:30 p.m. in the Fire Department Training Room, 270 Main St. For information con-
tact the post at vfwpost10879@gmail.com.

COMMUNITY

Continued on Page 10

The Gorham Lions will meet at the Moody’s Community Room on Tuesday, Feb. 14 at 6 
p.m. FMI: Ken Aldrich, (207) 929-9182.

Gorham Rec’s Walking Club takes place Monday through Friday from 8 to 9 a.m. in 
Shaw Gym (75 South St, Gorham). This free program allows residents a safe space to 
walk indoors during the winter months. 16 1/2 laps around the gym is equal to 1 mile. If 
you have any questions regarding the program please contact Jennifer Kenneally at jken-
neally@gorham.me.us.

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS
The Gorham Food Pantry, located at 299-B Main St. (parking lot of St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church) is open every Thursday morning from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and is free for any 
Gorham resident in need. FMI, 222-4351, visit https:www.gorhamfoodpantry.org or mes-
sage us on Facebook at Gorham Food Pantry Friends.

The Gorham Medical Closet located at the Municipal Center 75 South St is free and avail-
able to Gorham residents in need of wheelchairs, shower seats, commodes, walkers, 
canes, crutches and more. Hours are by appointment with a volunteer. Call Gerry Day at 
(207) 756-2210 and she will connect you with a volunteer.

The Mission of Hope Clothes Closet is open the first and third Saturday of each month 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at Cressey Road United Methodist Church on Cressey Road to 
anyone who needs clothing. They have all types and sizes, and many winter coats.

SENIOR NEWS
The Lecky Brown Senior Center at First Parish Church has reopened after the COVID-19 
hiatus. Gather for Cribbage on Mondays at 10, all levels are welcome. Several different 
versions are being played. Join the Originals guest speaker program on Wednesday at 10 
a.m. Upcoming; Dinner at Lost Kitchen, stained glass in Florence Italy, local author Kevin 
Hawkes, Guide Dogs, FIRST Robotics and more! Stay tuned for more upcoming events 
and activities. Contact Lisa Becker at Leckybrowncenter@gmail.com for more information. 

Senior Meal Site is held on Wednesdays at 12 p.m., St. Anne’s Church, 299 Main St. 
Social time begins at 11:30 a.m. Suggested donation is $4. Meal site is closed if school 
is closed or delayed due to such reasons as weather. For updates on the meal and dates 
open/closed, visit gorhamrec.com or call 222-1635. 

Gorham/Westbrook/Windham TRIAD will meet Wednesday, Feb. 8 at 11 a.m. at the 
Gorham Police Department. The speaker will be a pharmacist from Hannaford. All are wel-
come to attend. 

Send short news and information items that would be 
Of Interest to the whole Gorham Community to loriaam@gmail.com
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(207) 839-3300

PogoRealty.com

39 Main Street

GORHAM

LIMINGTON $309,900 - Sitting 
on 1 acre, just over the Hollis line, this 
3BR 2bath home is waiting for its new 
owner. HW floors throughout, up-
dated kitchen & monitor/electric heat 
are offered here.  A rear garage door 
gives access out to the fenced in yard.

Julie Chandler

Mike Griffin

Peter Mason

Realtors® Helping You 
Buy or Sell Real Estate!

Benjamin Taylor

STANDISH $725,000 - This 
custom-built contemporary style ranch 
is perfect for single-floor living. The 
secluded 4 acre parcel is lined with 
gorgeous stone walls and a sweeping 
driveway which leads to this private 
residence.

GORHAM $135,000 - Welcome to 
JDP Estates! Lots ranging in size from 
1.76 acres to 5.45 acres. Survey and 
soils tests are available. Flat and level 
lots with usable rectangular configura-
tions that are easy to work with for 
your next project. A country setting, 
10 min from the Village.

NEW GLOUCESTER $385,000
1800’s antique cape with ell & 
2-car garage plus a 1975 manufactured 
home all on 14+/- acres. Gorgeous 
country setting amongst a canopy of 
hardwoods & the rear looks down 
over a 2+/- acre meadow with trees 
beyond.

LOTS starting @ $130,000
Buxton’s newest neighborhood offering 
building lots ranging in size from 2.5 
acres to 8 acres. Many different settings 
ranging from gorgeous rolling meadow 
lots to private wooded sites…8 lots left.

GORHAM $149,900 - This 2Br 
/ 1bath home offers an applianced 
kitchen w/dining area, spacious LR, 
laundry area & more. Perfect sunny 
location in the park, features a large 
10x20 deck for warm weather. Newer 
12x16 workshop/shed with work 
bench, insulated & power.

SACO $170,000 - Bank owned 
property being sold as is. 1913sf Vic-
torian w/4BRs & 3 baths. A walkable 
location in downtown Saco. No heat, 
collapsed deck & much work needed 
inside & out.

GORHAM $139,900 - Newly 
installed 2022 Eagle River Home, 
kitchen, 2 BRs, 1.5 baths, living room, 
dining & laundry areas. Energy efficient 
w/updated energy package with added 
insulation. Economical LP gas FHA, 200 
amp service.

NEW UNDER CONTRACT

NEW UNDER CONTRACT

SOLD

Happy Groundhog Day Continued from Page 4

coarse like a German Shepard and our 
inner layer is soft and warm as a bunny. 
Two sharp upper and lower teeth are 
prefect for chewing through tree roots 
when we dig burrows. While I am a 
model citizen and mild mannered, my 
handlers know its best to wear chain-
mail gloves. I see my doctor and dentist 
regularly. I once had a cavity from eat-
ing too many oat and honey granola 
bars and not enough veggies and fruits.

When groundhogs hibernate in the 
late fall, our body temperature drops 
significantly, heartbeats slow from 80 
to five beats per minute and we can 
lose 30 percent of our body fat, just like 
that. Eat your hearts out. In February, 
we males emerge from burrows to 
look for a mate (not to predict the 
weather, because only I can do that) 
before realizing it’s more sensible to 
wait underground until the weather 
really improves.

Thanks to the 1993 movie starring 
my buddy, Bill Murray, “Groundhog 

Day” has come to mean something 
that is repeated over and over. For 
that to happen, I receive a magical 
elixir that will supposedly keep me 
alive forever. My wife Phyliss is not 
so lucky. 

We live in a charming climate-
controlled burrow connected to the 
Punxsutawney Memorial Library, 
where we greet our fans every day. 
We are warm and well fed and thus 
do not hibernate like ordinary wild 
groundhogs. 

When I  travel, I go first class in a 
plexiglass container on my very own 
custom bus, called The Groundhog 
Bus which takes me to gigs at schools, 
parades and professional sporting 
events where I appear as the guest of 
honor.

So Happy Ground Hog Day. Winter 
is halfway over, unless you live in 
Maine. But then again, maybe this 
year is a little different.

Love, Phil

demonstrated great courage in talking 
to a group of adults about their empa-
thy and compassion.

Superintendent Perry also spoke 
about her annual goals and the five-
year strategic plan for the school sys-
tem that has been developed. There 
are many areas that are being 
addressed, as 35 of the action steps 
for this year have either been com-
pleted or are underway, as well as a 
clear pathway to attack the others.

Dr. Brian Porter provided an 
Assessment Data Review for the school 
system. The schools use a series of 
formative and summative tools to 
assess where students are and what 
next steps are needed for continued 
growth. The Gorham School System 
primarily uses the NWEA, which is 
administered two or three times year-
ly, to monitor student growth and to 
universally screen students for reme-
dial support. Using the grade level 
scores for NWEA, they are able to 
review trends, areas of concern, and 
progress. Although there have been 

Gorham School Committee Report Continued from Page 6

some impacts on learning noted due 
to the pandemic, recent data shows 
that for most grades and students, 
the gap is narrowing and progress is 
being noted.

The school committee discussed 
a resolution to support a statement 
of support of LGBTQ+  students 
and staff in the Gorham Schools. This 
resolution was first proposed in 
November and has been reviewed, 
word-smithed, and adjusted at two 
workshop meetings. The school com-
mittee resolution was initiated by com-
mittee member, Stuart McCallister, 
not because the Gorham Schools have 
not always been welcoming to all, 
but as a clear statement of support 
to all members of the school com-
munity. The resolution was approved 
(5-0) and Mr. McCallister read the 
approved resolution.

As required by state statute at this 
time of year, the annual election of 
the superintendent was approved by 
the committee by a unanimous vote 
of attending members.

The Terezin Promise is inspired by 
a true story. Students working on the 
play have also commented that the 
play has been challenging to connect 
with characters from this time period 
who have gone through so many trau-
matic events. 

Zackary Waters, another actor in 
the one-act play comments, “My hope 

for the play is that we do the people 
that we are portraying justice, and 
share an authentic story and interpre-
tation of history of the people in the 
Terezin ghetto.” 

The show does not have a set date 
yet but will run in March of this year 
and compete in the State of Maine 
Regional One-Act Festival.

Gorham High School's One-Act Play Continued from Page 6

The Gorham Times is seeking a distribution person to take 
over our “Southern Route” down South Street/Route 114, 
10 locations, 400+ papers, half go to Town buildings all 

clustered by the Town Hall/Baxter Library.
This is a great opportunity to meet interesting people

and learn about community organizations.

Seeking Distribution Team
Member for our Southern Route

THANK YOU TO ALL OF OUR ADVERTISERS & SUPPORTERS
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347 Main St., Suite 1A • Gorham, Maine 04038
839-8400 • www.villagehearing.com

Audiology Services and Hearing Aids 
Shannon Phinney Dowdle, Audiologist 

Now Hiring 
Laborers
with CDL

Screened Loam
& Reclaim

Delivered or Loaded

839-7955
www.shawearthworks.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

Don Roy Violins
New and Used Instruments

Repairs / Set Ups / Cleaning

207-899-5333
Gorham, Maine

donroy@maine.rr.com • www.donroyonline.com

REACH OVER 4,000 CUSTOMERS WITH THE GORHAM TIMES! ADVERTISE WITH US

Kathee Williams
Local 883-8474
1-800-439-8474
www.mobilehomebroker.com

Community Continued from Page 8

Gorham's Community Television - Ch. 3
www.gocat.org

THE LAW OFFICES OF
BRUCE W. HEPLER

Bruce W. Hepler, Esq.
Attorney at Law

75 Pearl Street, Portland, Maine 04101
p: 207-772-2525    f: 207-772-2111    c: 207-522-5955
bhepler@maine.rr.com

PUBLIC SUPPERS
The St. Anne’s Knights of Columbus will hold an in-person Lenten Fish Dinner on Friday, 
Feb. 24, from 5 to 6:30 p.m. at St. Anne’s Church in Gorham. Dinner includes baked had-
dock, mashed potatoes, coleslaw, peas, a roll, beverage, and dessert for $12. Pay at the 
door. No takeout service will be available. In-person fish dinners will continue every Friday 
in March. FMI, visit https://www.gorhamknights.org.

LIBRARY NEWS
Join the youth services program at the Baxter Memorial Library for weekly discovery time. 
Family discovery time is held on Tuesdays at 10 a.m., baby discovery time is held on 
Wednesdays at 9:30 a.m., and toddler discovery time is held on Thursdays at 10 a.m. All 
services are held in the youth services program room. Baxter, a standard poodle therapy 
dog, will be visiting the library on the first and third Tuesday of the month, visit or call the 
library to sign up for time with Baxter. The book club will be discussing “The Fifties” by 
James Gaines on Thursday, Feb. 9 at 10:15 a.m. An early release day program will be held 
on Wednesday, Feb. 15 at 12:30 p.m. A Pokemon Tournament will begin Wednesday Feb. 
22 at 10 a.m. Beginners welcome! Find out more at https://baxterlibrary.org/. 

At the North Gorham Public Library, weekly story time with songs and crafts is open to 
children and their caregivers at 10 a.m. every Wednesday. The library is open on Mondays 
from 3 – 5:30 p.m., Wednesdays from 10 – 11:30 a.m. and 6 – 8 p.m., Thursdays from 
3 – 5:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Visit http://www.north-gorham.lib.
me.us/ and https://facebook.com/northgorhampubliclibrary/

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE NOTES
The Art Gallery’s current exhibit displays works by Kate Cheney Chappell and Annie Lee 
Zimerle that spans book arts and other primarily 2D mixed-media. The central themes of 
the exhibition, called “Hidden Stories,” are identity and loss. The colorful and engaging art-
works speak to resilience. Learn more at https://usm.maine.edu/gallery/hidden-stories/

The USM Summer Youth Music and Theatre Camps registration is now open, with five 
unique summer camps in band for outgoing grades 5-12, and chorus and theatre for 
outgoing grades 7 to 12. FMI, pricing and registration information: https://usm.maine.edu/
music, and select Youth Programs from the menu. 

In the Osher School of Music, Ed Reichert’s Winter Musical Theatre Studio Recital is free 
and open to the public on Sunday, Feb. 5 at 2 p.m. The Osher Concert Band will be joining 
with the Westbrook High School Band for a free concert on Tuesday, Feb. 7 at 7 p.m. On 
Feb. 9 and 10, the Visiting Artist Series features composer and pianist, Richard Pearson 
Thomas in a two-day residency featuring student composers and singers. The master 
classes are free and open to the public, and includes an evening concert with the visiting 
artist at the piano as OSOM singers bring his music to life, followed by premieres of piano/
vocal works of the OSOM Composition Program. Tickets to the evening concert are $15 
general, $10 seniors, students, USM employees and alumni. FMI: https://usm.maine.edu/
music/events.

G O R H A M ’ S  C O M M U N I T Y  N E W S PA P E R  S I N C E  1 9 9 5

Your               Community Paper

Donate
The Gorham Times has been a valuable resource

within our community by:
• Providing in-depth coverage of local news events and activities
• Showcasing Gorham businesses, students, and athletes
• Giving annual scholarships to Gorham students
• Offering quality local advertising to new and established businesses
• Providing working internships to local student writers
• And above all, featuring the many good deeds in our town.

Every other week, the Gorham Times is produced by dedicated volunteers who contrib-
ute articles and photos, design ads and format the paper, distribute the paper throughout 
town, mail subscriptions, manage finances, serve on the board, and so much more.

The Gorham Times needs your support to continue offering this quality, non-profit com-
munity service. Your tax-deductible donation will help defer the many costs of publishing our 
community paper.  

Join our list of celebrated Gorham Times Friends today by making a donation. Please 
send your contribution to: The Gorham Times, PO Box 401, Gorham, ME 04038 or 
donate online and click on the Friends of the Gorham Times button.

Thank you for being a
Friend of the Gorham Times

Donate online at: https://www.gorhamtimes.com/friend-of-gt/
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Baxter Memorial Library 
 Toddler Discovery Time (18mos-3yrs), 10 – 10:30 a.m.
 Sewing Club (7 and up), 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, FEBRUARY 4
Mission of Hope Clothes Closet, Cressey Road United Methodist Church, 9 a.m. to Noon'
Signs of Winter Walk, Hawkes Preserve Trail, 10 a.m., Register at prlt.org/events.

SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 5
Osher School of Music, Ed Reichert's Winter Musical Theatre Studio Recital, Corthell 

Concert Hall, 2 p.m., Free

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 7
Baxter Memorial Library
 Family Discovery Time (ages 2-5)
 Baxter Digs Reading! 3:30 – 4:30 a.m. (sign up in advance for 15 minutes)
 Author Visit, Philip W. Mason discusses his book, “Compassion for Life,” 6 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 8
Forest Playgroup: Story Walk at Hawkes Preserve. 9:30 a.m., RSVP required, prlt.org/

events
Gorham/Westbrook/Windham TRIAD, Gorham Police Department, 11 a.m.
Senior Meal Site, St. Anne’s Church, 12 p.m.

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 9
Baxter Memorial Library
 Toddler Discovery Time (18mos-3yrs), 10 – 10:30 a.m.
 Book Club: “The Fifties” by James Gaines
 Sewing Club (7 and up), 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 14
VFW Gorham Memorial Post 10879 meeting, Fire Department Training Room, 5:30 p.m.
Gorham Lions meeting, Moody’s Community Room, 6 p.m.
Baxter Memorial Library
 Family Discovery Time (ages 2-5)
 Baxter Digs Reading! 3:30 – 4:30 a.m. (sign up in advance for 15 minutes)

THURSDAY, FEBRUARY 16
Baxter Memorial Library 
 Baby Discovery Time (birth-18mos), 10 – 10:30 a.m.
 Slime Time Early Release Day Program (ages 8 – 18), 12:30 – 1:30 p.m.

CLASSIF IEDS
SMALL DOG CARE - We offer a safe haven for small dog breeds in our ranch home 
with a fenced backyard dog safe home with leather furniture.  NO crates or gates here.  
This is just a home away from home.  We offer affection, play time and socialization.  
Fully insured, 16 years of experience. Located in Standish. Pups must be current with 
vaccinations. Only 4 dogs allowed at a time. Discounts offered for pups staying longer 
than 10 days. Contact Lorie text or call 207-838-0132 www.petsittinginmaine2.com

Courtesy of the Gorham Police Department

Gloria Street caller reported six young adults 
or teenagers were walking through people’s 
backyards and woods. They had been head-
ed towards Standish and were long gone. 

Shaw’s Mill Road man brought his daugh-
ter into the Police Department as she felt 
unsafe at home. She elected to stay at a 
friend’s house for the night. 

Caller reported a vehicle speeding on 
Huston Road. Vehicle was now stopped in 
front of his residence. Operator was looking 
for his glasses.

A man took a cab to George Street and 
didn’t pay so the cab driver called the 
police. Officer told the man he needed to 
pay so the man got the money and paid.

Halter Lane caller reported a theft. It turned 
out to be a civil issue between a couple 
who had broken up and couldn’t come to 
an agreement on whose property belonged 
to whom.

Caller at the trailhead on Olde Canal Way 
reported he had come across an area in the 
woods where someone had field dressed 
a deer. Call was referred to the Maine 
Warden’s Service. 

Caller reported two people arguing in 
Hannaford parking lot. Couple advised 
Officer they were arguing over a seatbelt 
but that everything was okay. They were 
warned not to yell and to try and keep their 
argument quiet. 

Ossipee Trail caller wanted to know her 
rights in getting a tenant removed as the 
tenant does not pay rent. Caller wanted to 
go into the woman’s room and pack her 
things to make eviction easier. She was 
told that if there was no lock on her door 
and the woman had not paid rent or any 
bills, that it was her house, and she could 
go in and pack up the woman’s things.

Officer stopped to check on the well-being of 
a girl walking onto Blueberry Lane. She had 
just been dropped off from a Halloween party.

Officer told a man to call back the next time 
he saw someone suspicious in the area or 
on his property, not after the man was gone 
from the area. 

The clerk at a business on Ossipee Trail 
noticed two vehicles in the side lot. It was a 
man and a woman and they were just talk-
ing. Officer moved them along.

Officer was able to unlock a vehicle for a cus-
tomer on Cumberland Farms on County Road. 

Officer responded to a call about a male 
possibly fighting a female at the Park & 
Ride off South Street. Only the man was 
present when the officer arrived. He told the 
officer there was no issue and he was on 
his way to work.

Pheasant Lane caller reported his wallet 
was missing. Officer advised that it had 
been turned in at the Police Station and he 
could come pick it up. 

CryptoVerse Solution by A. Logophile

PUNXSUTAWNEY  PHIL  IS ENRAGED;

FOR  HE  KNOWS  HE’S  BEING  UPSTAGED.  

WHETHER  OR  NOT  HE  SEES  A  SHADOW  IN  PLAY, 

CLIMATE  CHANGE  IS  TURNING  MARCH  INTO  MAY.   

Advertise your 
home business

or yard sale with a
classified ad.

Only $9 per ad!
FOR MORE INFO: 

EMAIL
 gorhamtimes@gmail.com 

OR CALL
(207) 839-8390

USM Summer Youth Music and Theatre Camps registration is now open. Register 
early. Find information at https://usm.maine.edu/osher-school-music/youth, email 
loria@maine.edu, or leave a message at (207) 780-5142. 
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