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Gorham is You
The Gorham Times was founded 

with the idea of bringing the news 
to Gorham, but also to highlight the 
achievements of Gorham residents. 
With the latter intent in mind, we 
want to feature stories about Gorham 
residents of all ages. 

So often it is not until we are reading 
an obituary that we discover some of 
the amazing things our neighbors 
have done. The Gorham Times would 
like to celebrate these moments of 
your life with you and hope that 
these stories will strengthen a sense 
of connection within our community. 

Have you ever won a pie eating 
contest? Have you hiked part or all of 
the Appalachian Trail? Have you ever 

Gorham Times Staff ridden your bike across the country? 
Have you ridden a unicycle up the 
East Coast? Have you grown your 
own vegetables for years, or are you 
just getting started? Have you turned 
your yard into a food forest? Have 
you worked as a member of a pit 
crew for race cars? Tell us the things 
you have done. 

We are seeking self-nominations 
or nominations of folks you know 
who would agree to be interviewed 
or to write one of these short memoir 
pieces. Please share with us these 
stories that could start a conversation. 
We look forward to learning about 
our neighbors. 

Please contact us at gorhamtimes@
gmail.com with your nominations or 
stories.

Kathy Corbett
Staff Writer

Allison Shea, RN Infection Preventionist Nurse and Gorham House Resident Mary Ann 
Gagnon receive their first dose. 

Residents and staff of Gorham 
House and The Inn at Village Square, 
two Gorham long-time care facilities, 
have received at least one dose of 
COVID-19 vaccine. These facilities 
have partnered with pharmacies 
which are dispensing one-third of the 
vaccines allocated for Maine residents 
as part of Phase 1A, a category which 
also includes health care workers.  

Staff from Walgreens pharmacy 
began vaccinating Gorham House 
residents and staff on January 5. 
Ninety-nine percent of residents and 
at least 70% of staff have received the 
Pfizer vaccine, according to Michelle 
Belhumeur, executive director. 
Walgreens will return twice to 
administer second shots and vaccinate 
more staff. 

Since the start of the pandemic, 
Gorham House has had three COVID-
19 cases, all staff, Belhumeur reported 
last week. “We still are not permitting 
visitors from outside,” she said, “but 
the staff is offering bingo and crafts in 
an area where masked residents can 
stay six feet apart, and we work with 
them to visit with family by Portal.”  

The Inn at Village Square, an 
assisted-living facility, is partnering 
with Bangor Drug. Director Sara 
Forgione said pharmacy staff gave the 
first round of the Moderna vaccine 
on January 12. “The vast majority of 
residents and staff have agreed to be 
vaccinated,” she said, “and we will 
get second doses in four weeks.” 
The Inn is testing staff and residents 

weekly. “We had some positive cases 
in December, but currently have no 
positive cases,” she said.  

At the regular January Town Council 
meeting, Darryl Wright, Gorham 
School Committee chair, reported 
that as of January 4, “Gorham Schools 
have had a total of 28 positive cases 
of COVID-19 since schools were 
reopened back in September. All 28 
of these originated outside of our 
schools.” He said, “This data clearly 
indicates that our safety protocols are 
working and that our schools are safe 
environments.”

Although plans are still in flux, 
Gorham residents aged 70 and older, 
as well adults with high-risk medical 
conditions, can expect vaccination to 

begin by February, according to Dr. 
Nirav Shah, director of the Maine 
Center for Disease Control and 
Prevention (CDC). Essential front-line 
workers are also in this 1B group. Shah 
announced that plans are underway 
for high-volume vaccination sites and 
advanced registration. “Constraints 
are due to supply of vaccine, not so 
much as our ability to get it out,” he 
said. 

Data from the CDC website posted 
on January 10 showed that there 
have been 497 COVID-19 cases in the 
Gorham Zip Code since March, just 
under 3% of 17859 residents. In both 
Windham and Westbrook Zip Codes 
slightly higher percentages of their 
populations have tested positive.  

Gorham Sightings

Do you know where in Gorham this 
photo was taken? Join our visual 
trivia discussion by entering your best 
guess on our Facebook page at www.
facebook.com/gorhamtimes or email us 
at gorhamtimes@gmail.com. The photo 
in the January 7 issue is on top of the 
Adventure Daycare building which is the 
old Congregational Chapel.

Photo credit Roger Marchand

The Gorham Village Alliance would 
like to thank all of the participants this 
year for making Gorham so festive! Each 
tree was judged in early December.

Casco Federal Credit Union 393 
Ossipee Trail

Lila Fortier  21 White Rock Drive
Donna Hill 65 New Portland Road 
The Bookworm 42 Main Street
Key Bank 45 Main Street
Gorham Savings Bank 64 Main Street
Norway Savings Bank 65 Main Street
Willis Real Estate 347 Main Street
Casco Federal Credit Union 375 Main 

Street
On Purpose Well Being/Maine 

Document Solutions 381 Main Street
Casco Federal Credit Union 16 

Mechanic Street
In Home Senior Services 20 Mechanic 

Street
Great Falls Builders 20 Mechanic 

Street
Junction Bowl 7 Railroad Avenue
Blue Pig 19 State Street
Chiropractic Clinic of Gorham 88 

State Street
Atlantic Dance Arts 29 School Street
Gorham Arts Alliance 34 School Street
First Parish Church 1 Church Street

Best of Show: 
Chiropractic Clinic 
of Gorham (Hard 
Candy Christmas 
tree) They will 
be receiving the 
traveling plaque for 
this year’s Best of 
show.

Best Theme: 
The Bookworm 
(Gratitude-based on 
the book “Zen Pig”)

Most Creative: 
Gorham Arts Alliance 
(Tree and Animal 
mural)

Residential Winners

Best Theme: Lila 
Fortier (Movie Night)

Most Creative: 
Donna Hill (A Quilters 
Christmas)
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Editorial Policy
The Gorham Times takes all reasonable care to prevent 
errors and disclaims all legal responsibility for any such 
errors, omissions, or typographical errors. The Gorham 
Times will print corrections if notified within 48 hours. 
We reserve the right to refuse publication of unsolic-
ited materials. All submissions are subject to editing. 
Opinions expressed in the Gorham Times do not nec-
essarily reflect those of the staff or publishers. 

Printing services by Masthead Maine Press, 295 
Gannett Drive, South Portland, ME 04106

NEWS FROM AUGUSTA
Policy on News from Augusta: The Gorham Times asked our three state legislators from Senate District 30, House District 26 and House District 27 to provide 
us with “News from Augusta.” We publish their articles on a rotating basis. The submissions are devoted to updates of legislative and administrative news, 
proposed and passed bills and laws, and developments and events that are of interest and have an impact to Gorham residents. The Gorham Times reserves 
the right to edit the submissions and it further reserves the right to reject any submission, in its sole discretion.

Getting To Work For Gorham, For Maine
Rep. Kyle Bailey

It is an honor and a privilege to 
represent our community in the Maine 
House of Representatives. Thank you 
for the opportunity to serve alongside 
two extraordinary public servants, 
Rep. Mo Terry, D-Gorham, and Sen. 
Stacy Brenner, D-Cumberland, and 
work with people across the political 
spectrum to develop solutions to the 
challenges we face.

When I campaigned for State 
Representative last year, Gorham 
voters told me that we needed to do 
more to protect our democracy for 
future generations, especially when 
it comes to civics education. To that 
end, I have submitted legislation, 
“An Act To Promote Civics Education 
in Schools,” to change Maine’s 
graduation requirements to elevate 
the importance of democracy and 
citizenship education in schools.

In his inaugural address to Congress 
in 1797, John Adams warned the nation 
that schools were “the only means of 
preserving our constitution from its 
natural enemies,” which he named 
as “sophistry” [fake news], “party” 
[polarization], “intrigue” [conspiracy 
theories], “profligacy” [recklessness], 
“corruption” and “foreign influence.” 
Generations of Americans were 
educated in schools to understand 
this warning, value the awesome 
responsibilities of American citizenship 
and keep a watchful eye over our 
nation. Unfortunately, democracy 
and citizenship education has been 
demoted as a priority over the decades 
due to competing obligations imposed 
on schools by society and the state.

My civics bill proposes to pull 

“civics” and “government” out from 
underneath the “history” section of the 
graduation requirements and award a 
new category for the democracy and 
citizenship life skills that are already 
detailed in the Maine Learning Results: 
citizenship, government, personal 
finance and entrepreneurship. This 
simple fix elevates the importance of 
civics education without imposing 
a new course mandate on schools, 
without negatively impacting the 
American history requirement, and 
without increasing the total minimum 
basic requirements. Because I share 
the concerns of Gorham citizens 
who are passionate about the need 
to address racial and social injustice 
in our society, my bill also includes 
language to ensure that the teaching 
of American history incorporates 
the histories of “religious and racial 
minorities, women, and LGBT people.” 

In addition to civics education, 
I have proposed legislation this 
session to create competitive grant 
programs for sustainable economic 
development and carbon reduction 
initiatives at the municipal level; to 
bond for an international customs 
facility at the Portland International 
Jetport that will generate tourism and 
economic growth in our region during 
the months and years following the 
pandemic; to study tax incentives 
for residential sprinklers that would 
make this life-saving investment 
more affordable for homeowners; to 
prevent lawmakers from repealing laws 
approved by Maine voters for a period 
of two years and allow only technical 
fixes; to reestablish the Maine planning 
office to assist towns and counties with 
better planning for the future; and to 

codify changes to absentee voting that 
were made this year, thereby making it 
easier for voters to participate in our 
democracy.

In addition to these bills, I am 
working with colleagues on legislation 
that range in scope from promoting 
volunteer service to making college 
more affordable. The committee 
on which I serve, the Innovation, 
Development, Economic Advancement 
and Business Committee, will begin 
meeting on January 18 and will hear 
bills ranging from business licensing to 
workforce development. My committee 
will play an important role in finding 
creative solutions to the economic 
challenges facing our business and 
families as a result of the COVID-19 
pandemic. 

I welcome the opportunity to hear 
from you on these and other issues 
that matter to you. Please contact me 
with any concerns or questions.

Rep. Kyle Bailey, D-Gorham, is 
serving his first term in the Maine 
House of Representatives. He owns his 
own business and is a member of the 
Gorham Business Exchange. He serves 
on the Innovation, Development, 
Economic Advancement and Business 
Committee. You can reach him by 
emailing kyle.bailey@legislature.
maine.gov or calling (207) 939-8600. 
For immediate assistance, please send 
a text message. 

kyle.bailey@
legislature.maine.gov 
207-939-8600

Upcoming
Deadlines
January 27
February 10
February 24

letters to the Editor
Letters to the Editor must be fewer than 300 words, signed with a first and last name, typed or e-mailed and include a phone number. The Gorham Times 
reserves the right not to publish letters that include personal attacks or inflammatory language. Letters are solely the opinion of the writer and not that of 
the Gorham Times. They are published at the discretion of the Gorham Times and are subject to editing.

Dear Editor, 
Lately I have noticed an excessive 

amount of trash along the roadways 
of Gorham. I do not know if it is just 
me paying greater attention or if there 
is more trash being thrown out on 
our roadways. I guess it matters not, 
but this garbage is an eyesore. Travel 
any route with pockets of open space 
and you will see bottles, cans, take out 
paper plates, plastic cutlery and cups, 
plastic bags, boxes, and even car parts. 
Simply put, it is disgusting. 

In the spirit of trying to make a 
positive difference in life, I decided 
to pick up some of the trash in and 
around my own neighborhood. Maybe 
it is only a few bags, but it is trash 
nonetheless that will no longer be an 
eyesore nor harm the environment. 

I have taken to keeping trash bags 
and gloves in my car now. I will pull 
over when I see conspicuous amounts 
of garbage. It gets harder and harder 
to drive past once you start—I have 
found out. 

Public Works in Gorham, by the 

way, kindly took the bags of trash I 
collected. Maybe we all could look 
around our own neighborhoods to 
do a little trash pickup if needed. You 
may get your hands a little dirty, but 
you will feel good knowing you made 
a difference in the community. 

Sincerely, 
Tina M. Ruel 

Dear Editor, 
I have been wanting to see Garbage 

to Garden come to Gorham for a long 
time. They compost all food trash, 
cooked and raw, as well as things like 
pet hair, dryer lint, paper, including 
used paper towels, cooking oil, pits, 
shells and bones. I know when I clean 
out my refrigerator every week there 
is always something that gets tossed 
in a trash bag. I can compost some of 
it, but not all.

Garbage to Garden provides a 
bucket for $5 and picks up on the 
town trash schedule. The  full bucket 
is exchanged weekly for a clean one. 
You can request a bucket of compost 

for your garden as another benefit.  I 
have heard a lot of complaints about 
the cost of tags and trash bags. I know 
their service at $15 a month would 
save money for me. 

You can go to their website and fill 
out a form to request the service in 
Gorham. They need to have a number 
of people requesting the service to be 
able to come to Gorham. It would be 
so good to know more of our trash is 
being responsibly composted!

Sincerely, 
Kathleen Kadi

SHOP
LOCAL
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Winning Waste Management 
Cathy Walter

Staff Writer

Many people are trying to reduce 
their trash to limit the impact on the 
planet these days. Most of us now 
recycle our paper and plastic products. 
Some collect food scraps and compost 
them. When grocery shopping, many 
make lists to avoid buying more 
than needed and buy bulk to reduce 
packaging. All of this is just good 
home waste management. But did you 
know that companies, organizations 
and universities are also climbing on 
board to capture waste generated on 
their premises that used to end up 
in landfills and then channel it to 
alternate recycling streams? 

The University of Southern Maine 
(USM) is a shining example of an early 
adopter of exploring new and inventive 
ways that waste can be reduced at the 
source, recycled, or composted. Their 
waste management program, which 
services the Gorham, Portland and 
Lewiston/Auburn campuses, has come 
a long way from the day when they 
tried composting onsite, which dive 
bombing gulls thwarted and when a 
pig farmer picked up bags of food 
waste that had to be painstakingly 
sorted for the health of the pigs but 
made collection error prone. Still, 
even back in 2012, they managed to 
divert twenty-nine tons of waste from 
landfills. 

By 2019, USM was able to almost 
quadruple that by recovering a 

whopping 111.2 tons of waste with the 
implementation of creative ideas, some 
initiated by the students. For example, 
they placed liquid collection containers 
next to the recycling bins so anyone 
could dump out the rest of their coffee 
and then recycle the cup rather than 
toss it all in the trash. In the dining 
halls, they switched to paper straws, 
and introduced programs to reduce 
food waste at prep, as well as collecting 
waste at the dishwashing station. They 
even created a food cupboard for 
students in need where they funnel 
viable food that is no longer needed 
in the kitchens. The University still 
composts too, but now offsite. 

USM works with a highly awarded 
local start up company, Garbage to 
Garden, that collects waste, turns 
it into compost and resells it to 
gardeners. Check them out here: 
https://garbagetogarden.org/ if you are 
interested in curbside pickup at your 
home to help close the farm-to-table 
loop.

To encourage innovative waste 
management practices, in 2013 the 
Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA) initiated a challenge to prevent 
and divert wasted food.

“EPA’s Food Recovery Challenge 
is a voluntary incentive program in 
which organizations and businesses set 
data-driven goals, implement targeted 
strategies to reduce wasted food in 
their operations, and report results to 
compete for annual recognition from 
EPA.” https://www.epa.gov/sustainable-

management-food/learn-about-food-
recovery-challenge-frc.

The University of Southern Maine 
picked up that challenge and won 
six of those awards by successfully 
reimagining sustainable materials 
management of their waste stream 
over its entire lifecycle. 

“Our original goal was reducing 
waste production by composting and 
recycling more on a limited budget. 
But we quickly learned that reducing 
food wastes and also wasted food 
going into the trash resulted in real 
cost savings which allowed us to grow 
our program”, said Steve Sweeney, 
University of Southern Maine’s Resource 

Recovery Supervisor overseeing the 
trash recycling and waste management 
program since 2011. 

It may surprise you to learn that the 
current estimation is that 30% of food 
is sent to the trash—enough to feed 
all of the hungry in our country today. 
30% of all trash in our landfills is food, 
with plastic at 18%, and paper at 12% 
of the total. This means two-thirds 
of the waste in our landfills could be 
diverted. 

If you are looking for a way to 
reduce your environmental impact this 
year you may want to emulate USM 
and create your own unique waste 
management plan. 

Photo credit Steven Sweeney
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Correction

REOPENED
AUGUST 17TH

NEW VEGAN MENU & 
back by popular demand 
FAMILY CASSEROLES for 

families on a budget.

WE’VE ADDED
NEW ITEMS

TO OUR MENU.
Check out our

FACEBOOK page
or call 319-4260

Meals delivered to each client by 6:00 p.m.
*Please note: Order 24 hours ahead.

VILLAGE BUILDERSVILLAGE BUILDERS
Full Service General Contractor

Repairs • Renovations • Additions

Daniel W. Grant, P.E.Daniel W. Grant, P.E.
Owner

21 New Portland Rd.
Gorham, ME 04038

PH 207-839-6072PH 207-839-6072
sales@villagebuildersmaine.com

In the January 7, 2021 edition we omitted the photograph and Feature Write Bio that should have 
gone with the article titled “Gorham’s Rooftop Navigational Marker”. We sincerely regret this error. 
Pictured above is an aerial view of Corthell Hall’s rooftop navigational marker circa 1930. Greg 
Cuffey is an avid history detective living in Gorham. He is a past Pres. of the Gorham & Newfield 
Historical Society’s and the current Pres. of Skyline Farm in N. Yarmouth and the New England 
Region Carriage Assoc. of America. He can be reached at sphomaine@hotmail.com. 

Photo credit Greg Cuffey

REMEMBER WHEN

Got Milk?

Photo credit Wilma Gould Johnson

Wilma Gould Johnson

Dairy farming, an essential part of 
Gorham’s history, still continues on 
several local farms. Over the years, 
many have diversified to become 
pick-your-own fruit and/or veggies 
farms. Others specialize in maple 
products, organic fertilizers, hops, 
or Christmas trees and lumber. In 
addition to providing ready access to 
locally sourced food, an invaluable 
benefit granted by all of Gorham’s 
farms, is the protection of open spaces 
which give Gorham its beautiful, rural 
nature.

This article is about four dairy farms 
clustered near one another on Fort 
Hill Road close to Gorham Village 
during the last century. Only one of 
them remains today.

The Fort Hill Farm sat at the crest of 
the highest point of land in Gorham 
and gave its name to the housing 
development now occupying this 
land. Frank Gould Sr. purchased 
the property from one of its many 
previous owners and farmed there 
until the mid 1940’s, raising registered 
Jerseys. The buildings at Fort Hill 
Farm were sometimes used for Farm 
Bureau meetings and cattle judging 
contests. In the fall of 1941, fire 
destroyed two large barns, the tie up 
and the milk room, as well as two 
large silos. The barns were rebuilt and 
dairy operations continued.

During World War II, Bolling Bryd, 
daughter of Rear Admiral Richard 
Byrd, along with her classmate at 
Windsor School in Boston, Edith Hall, 
helped with the war effort by working 
as milk maids at Fort Hill Farm. They 
cared for a herd that had grown to 80 
Jersey cows. Gould taught them the 
milking process and they shared farm 
work, including washing the milk cans 
and keeping milk records. The girls 
lived as members of the Gould family 
and were paid $1 a day.

In 1977, the family farm home was 
destroyed by a fire that was believed 
to be suspicious. 

The Martin Farm, across the street 
and just down the hill, is still in 
operation today as the Martin-Place 

Continued on Page 5

119 Lot Subdivision Proposal

Chase Custom Homes of Windham 
has presented a proposal to the Planning 
Board for a housing development off 
South Street. The project was first 
proposed in 2003, and the latest plan 
was discussed at the Planning Board 
meeting on January 4. Roads in the 
development would connect with South 
Street (Rt. 114) as well as Crestwood 
Drive and Waterhouse Road. Because the 

project will have both public water and 
sewer, it meets the Town’s criteria for 
high density housing. As one condition 
of approval for the project, $975,000 
would be paid into a Town fund with the 
money being used for saving open space 
elsewhere in town. It is anticipated that 
a project of this size will take months to 
get through the Planning Board process. 
A second meeting was scheduled for 
January 11th with traffic impact being 
one of the issues to be discussed.

Compiled by Sheri Faber
Staff Writer
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TOWN/MUNICIPAL

Real Estate Transfers November 2020
ADDRESS
208 BRACKETT ROAD
25 TOWN COMMON
18 BOULDER DRIVE
56 HAYFIELD DRIVE
18 GEORGE STREET
57 STATE STREET
83 HARDING BRIDGE ROAD
COUNTY RIOAD
15 PARKER HILL ROAD
34 FREEDOM DRIVE
15 LINCOLN STREET
29 TOWN COMMON
13 LANDING DRIVE
TINK DRIVE UNIT 13
126 SHAWS MILL ROAD
8 CIDER MILL LANE
84 OLDE CANAL WAY
4 HUSTON ROAD, UNIT #1
28 LANDING DRIVE
3 PLUMMER ROAD
23 FAE LANE
28 STATE STREET
432 SOUTH STREET
36 BRACKETT ROAD 
3 CLARA MAE'S WAY
15 CRESSEY ROAD
12 HESSIAN DRIVE LOT 66
31 FAE LANE, UNIT9
16 DAISY LANE
31 LAURA LANE
27 MEADOWBROOK DRIVE UNIT 4
NARRAGANSETT STREET
WEBSTER ROAD
135 FLAGGY MEADOW ROAD
35 STATE STREET
66 COUNTY ROAD
BURNHAM ROAD
95 QUEEN STREET

BUYER
LOWELL, TED, JR.
FOSTER, JODIE
MOSHER, ASHBY & BENJAMIN
SCAMMAN, ELAINE
SMALL, GEORGE, JR. 
CLEMENTS, DEVON & VANESSA
STRUMPH, SAMUEL JR. & CHELSEA
BRUCE VIOLETTE & SONS, LLC
KEEFE, DEBORAH
SEMLE, KATIE & EVAN
HUTSON, DEBORAH
BROWN, JEANETTE & HARRIS-WARRICK
VIOLETTE, JOHN & JEAN
RICHARD, MARK & TAMMY
PEARSON, PATRICK TOWNSEND
PEARY, JOHN & ALLEN, ASHBY
HANI, LLC
PALONIS, IANINA
RIZZO, CATHERINEN & RICHARD
BELLOMO,JOSHUA & JESSICA
WENTZEL-CARRIER, DIANE & CARRIER
WOODMAN, ROBERT
SREY, CHOY & DUONGM OHUONG
FLAGGSHIP BUILDERS, LLC
DUSSAULT, NICHOLAS & ALICIA
TOREY, KELLIE & CHILDS, JAMES
ROCHELEAU, KETELYN & KEITH
RABBANI, GHULANI & CHAND
PATCO CONSTRUCTION, INC.
WILSON, LYNNE & PETER
SMITH, DONALD
EFL ENTERPRISES, LLC
LUO, JIN MEI
MCLEAN, LEAH & JEFFREY
TO, TAN & NGO, TRISH
CLARKE HOLDINGS, LLC
PLOWMAN DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC
FOSLER, ANTHONY & DANNA

SELLER
COTE, NICHOLAUS
TRIPLE B LLC
ENMAN, CHARLES & SUSAN
JOHN PETERS, LLC
WATSON, JILL
KEILEY, CHRISTOPHER & NICOLE
SAM STRUMPH BUILDERS, LLC
BC, LLC
SULLIVAN, JEFFREY
ROBIE HOLDINGS, LLC
PEARY, JOHN
CURRAN, ALBERT
HUDSON, KABRINA
NEXT KEY RE LLC
TOWNSEND, ELIZABETH
ROCHELEAU, KEITH & KATELYN
84 OLDE CANAL WAY
STJ, INC.
GABRIEL BLUE REALTY TURST
HASKELL, BRIANNA
PLOWMAN DEVELOPMENT GROUP
VILLAGE CENTER ASSOCIATIO
ESTATE OF RUSSELL HUTCHENS
GREGOIRE, JANES
STRUMPH, THOMAS
BLOOMGREN, JILL
GILBERT HOMES, INC.
PLOWMAN DEVELOPMENT GROUP, LLC
LAROSE, JEREMY
MATTHEWS, CHRISTOPHER & MELISSA
ELLSMORE, JOYCE & KEITH
KAPLAN, REBECCA & BRINEGAR, BRIAN
CHASE, JACK
LANGLOIS INVESTMENT HOLDINGS
EARLE ENTERPRISES, LLC
BURKE, DONNA
ESTATE OF JOHN PHINNEY
HOLLAND, SHAWN & REGINA

PRICE
$270,000 
$390,000 
$335,000 
$435,000 
$285,000 
$277,000 
$495,000 

$82,500 
$390,000 
$125,000 
$260,000 
$550,000 
$339,900 
$290,000 
$164,800 
$530,000 

$1,179,000 
$169,900 
$397,000 
$280,000 
$365,000 

$95,000 
$305,000 
$120,000 
$385,000 
$310,000 
$120,000 
$425,000 

$99,000 
$381,000 
$262,000 

$75,000 
$48,000 

$396,900 
$425,000 
$160,000 
$400,000 
$335,000 

Meet BRUNO!

(You must mention this ad prior to closing for my donation to be submitted.)

Multi Million Dollar Top Producer
Masters Emerald Winner 2018

Masters Ruby Winner 2019 & 2020

Kelley Skillin-Smith, Broker

Farm. In 1920, Frank J. Martin 
purchased the abandoned farm from 
the Johnson family. Frank Martin sold 
his Wood Road farm to his youngest 
son and daughter-in-law, Norman 
and Mildred Martin. Then, in 1953, 
grandson Norman Martin Jr. and his 
wife Beverly, purchased the farm on 
Fort Hill. With a young family, the 
Martins enjoyed the new space and 
made several updates. Norman Jr. 
and Beverly raised five children and 
the farm remains in the family today. 
They originally raised Ayrshires but 
eventually combined the herd with 
Holstein cattle. Many grandchildren 
have spent time on the farm working 
and showing animals at 4-H shows. 
Today, the great-grandchildren 
continue to show cattle at some of the 
local fairs.

The Gordon Farm was a near 
neighbor to the Gould farm, just 
down the hill back toward the Village. 
About 100 acres of land stretched from 
Fort Hill Road through the woods 
and back fields, abutting other farms 
located on Gray Road. The Gordon 
Farms neighborhood now occupies 
this land. Bob and Eleanor Gordon 
and their two daughters, Shirley and 
Mary, ran the farm which was known 
at the time as Cold Spring Farm due 
to a natural spring located about 
a half mile from the house. Their 
Holstein herd also included a couple 
of Jersey cows which provided milk 
and whipping cream for the family. 
The Gordon’s raised much of their 
own food as well as hay for the cattle. 
A separate outbuilding held pigs and 
chickens, and an apple orchard was 
on the north side of the property. The 
farm homestead was destroyed by fire 
in 1986.

The Kimball Farm, on the same 
side of Fort Hill Road, was probably 
the closest dairy farm to the center of 
town. Consisting of approximately 78 
acres, the back of the property abutted 
the Bank development on Gray Road. 
This dairy farm, run by Earl and Irene 
Kimball, was called Grassland Farm. 
The Kimballs owned about 12-14 
milking cows, mostly Guernsey, plus 
two Holsteins. They bottled milk at 
the farm. Townspeople often stopped 
by to purchase milk, but the Kimballs 
also had a milk route mostly within 
the center of town. If the owner 
was not at home during the delivery 
time, the door was left unlocked, and 
Kimball was welcome to enter and 
place the milk in the refrigerator. The 
milk was raw and tested regularly by 
the state. 

Interestingly, the Kimball’s house 
was first owned by “Uncle Billy” 
McLellan. Built around 1770, it was 
located on South Street. After Uncle 
Billy’s death, the house was moved 
to what is now College Avenue and 
then moved again to its current Fort 
Hill location. The barn was destroyed 
by fire, but the house remains and is 
now occupied by the Mayo family. It 
is about the 5th or 6th house past the 
senior housing facility on the right, 
heading out on Fort Hill Road.

Information about Fort Hill Farm 
came from the Gould family history.

The Martin-Place Farm information 
was provided by Aryn Martin. Shirley 
Gordon Bloom shared information for 
The Gordon Farm. The Kimball Farm 
information was provided by Erlene 
Kimball Lewry.

Any one with a question or more 
information may contact Wilma Gould 
Johnson at iamwilma@comcast.net.

Got Milk? Continued from Page 4

Photo credit Wilma Gould Johnson

Frank Gould Jr. shows off one of the Jersey 
cows from Fort Hill Farm.

Frank Gould owner of Fort Hill Farm with 
one of his registered Jersey cows.

Town Council Meeting 
JANUARY 5, 2021

Jacob Adams

Allison L. and Ingrid S. of Crestwood 
Drive expressed their concerns over 
the new Sawyer Estates Proposal and 
encouraged the Council to take action 
to slow down the project.

Councilor Hartwell expressed his 
concerns on the project by Chase and 
pointed out that the TDR fund protects 
land elsewhere from being developed 
and suggested these funds could be 
used to buy land, buy a conservation 
easement, or work with Presumpscot 
Land Trust and/or Maine Farm Land 
Trust to leverage funds even further 
to buy Development rights. He also 
noted that he would like to sponsor an 
item next month for a policy change to 
have more conventional looking police 
cruisers.

Councilor Hager reported that the 
Finance Committee will meet on January 
25th. He also noted that EcoMaine has 
extended an offer, based on the Town 
recycling tonnage, to add an additional 
board member.

Councilor Shepard reported that 
the Ordinance Committee met on 
December 15th and discussed topics on 
noise abatement, identifying setbacks 
on structures and the mixed use in 
Mosher’s Corner. These items will come 
back to the Ordinance Committee at 
their next meeting on January 19th.

Councilor Phillips reported that 
there will be a Capital Improvements 
Committee meeting on January 15th.

Chairman Pratt reported that the 
Industrial Parks Steering Committee 
met on December 21st and discussed 
phasing, naming, landscape buffering, 
and had a discussion with the commercial 
brokers to discuss remaining funds.

Town Manager Paraschak noted that 
the Town is now using Town trash 

tags and are no longer selling Town 
trash bags. Any bags that are still in 
circulation will be honored. He also 
reminded citizens that the Town Clerk’s 
Office is open by appointment only. 
Most services can be conducted on-line. 
There is also an overnight parking ban 
on all roads in the Town during the 
winter months.

Town Council approved a renewal 
liquor license for Gorham House of 
Pizza, located at 2 State Street. (6 yeas)

The following residents were 
appointed to the Board of Health:

Dr. Colby Wyatt: Three-year term
Melissa VanMeter: Two-year term
Jennifer Toms: One-year term

The Town Council amended the 
Land Use and Development code to 
allow for varied density for mixed-use 
developments in the Gorham Village 
and Urban Commercial Zoning Districts. 
(6 yeas) 

The full amendments can be found 
online at www.gorham-me.org/minutes-
and-agendas

A proposal to add agricultural event 
centers and agricultural tourism uses to 
the Land Use & Development Code was 
forwarded to the Ordinance Committee 
for their review and recommendation. 
(6 yeas)

A proposal to permit certain 
private driveways in the Land Use & 
Development Code was sent to the 
Ordinance Committee for their review 
and recommendation. (6 yeas)

A proposal to add allowed uses to 
home occupations in the Land Use 
& Development Code was forwarded 
to the Ordinance Committee for their 
review and recommendation. (6 yeas)

The Town Council voted to table an 

Continued on Page 6
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Eric Sanborn (left) 
with Chief Sanborn 
(right) at swearing-in 
ceremony. Sanborn 
has been hired as 
a Gorham Police 
Officer. He is joining 

the Gorham P.D. after serving part-time with 
Buxton P.D. Sanborn has retired from the 
U.S. Marine Corp as a master sergeant after 
serving for 24 years. He will be going through 
the Gorham PD Field Training Program as well 
as attending the Maine Criminal Justice Basic 
Law Enforcement Training Program. He will 
be assigned to work the midnight patrol shift. 
Gorham PD congratulates and welcomes 
Officer Sanborn to the Gorham PD.

Thoughtful

Counsel.

Aggressive

Advocacy.

Eric S. Thistle, Esq.

Areas of Practice:
Family Law, Criminal Defense,

Personal Injury

Please call or email to schedule a 
meeting to discuss your case today.

(207) 772-0303  ethistle@irwinmorris.com

We gratefully acknowledge the companies, organizations 
and readers who advertised in the Gorham Times in 

2020, even during the pandemic. Since 1995, our team 
of volunteers have brought the news to all of Gorham. 

We couldn’t do it without your support. Thank you!

THANK YOU

Allstate - Jane Bell
Anchored Physical Therapy and Wellness
Anderson Equipment
At My Table
Baxter Memorial Library
Bill Trask - Bill Sells Maine
Bookworm
Carter’s Green Market
Casco Federal Credit Union
CBD American Shaman
Century 21 – Donna Aiken
Century 21 - Kelly Skillin Smith
Chalmers Insurance Group
Chase EX
Conroy’s Oil
Cressey’s Apartments
Demetria’s Team
Demoulas Market Basket
Dobly, Blais & Segee
Dunbar Water - A Division of Dead River 		
	 Company
Edward Jones – Ed Doyle
Edward Jones – Pete Watt
Eric S. Thistle, Attorney
Norway Savings Bank
First Parish Church
Focused Financial Services
Fred’s Property Service
GOCAM
Gorham Barber Shop
Gorham Business Exchange
Gorham Country Club
Gorham Democratic Party
Gorham Food Pantry
Gorham Founder’s Festival
Gorham High School Musical
Gorham House Continuum Health
Gorham House of Pizza
Gorham Lion’s Club
Gorham Planning/Zone of Appeals
Gorham Recreation Deptartment
Gorham Reflexology
Gorham Republican Committee
Gorham Educational Staff – BLM Pledge
Gorham School Department
Gorham Swim Boosters
Gorham Town Clerk
Gorham Tree Festival 
Gorham Village Alliance
Gorham Village Dental
Gorham Women’s Club

Gorham Youth Travel Basketball
Grand Central Wine Bar
Grandma’s Attic Treasures
H & R Block
Holistic Pathways
Home Instead
Junction Bowl
Northern Light Health – Mercy Hospital
Kerwin Chiropractic
KM Landscaping
Knights of Columbus
Laferrier Heating
Laferriere Electical Services
Legacy Properties Sotheby’s International 	
	 Realty
Life Church
Liz Berks Massage Therapist
Lord and Stephens Funeral Home
Maine Power Wash Pros
Maplewood Dental Arts
LifeLine Screening
Moody’s Collision Centers
Nappi Distributors
New Year Gorham
Ocean Gardens
Plummer’s Ace Hardware
Po-Go Realty
Project Graduation
Real Estate Done Nicely - Keith Nicely 
Robbins Property Service
Shaw Earthworks
Solar Power New England
Spectrum Portland
Stacy Brenner Campaign
Station Square at 7 Railroad Ave.
Sturgis Plumbing & Heating LLC
Susan Collins Campaign
Sweet Life
The Libby Starnes Team
The Opportunity Alliance
Trading Places Self Storage
Tulips Eyebrow Threading
USM Craft Show
V&M Rental Center
Village Builders
Village Hearing Care
Village Physical Therapy
White Rock Stump Grinding
Willis Real Estate
Wyman’s Auto, Inc
Young Life

Thank you to our loyal readers who advertised yard sales, 
car sales, personal care services, both needed and wanted, 
land seekers, condo and apartment rentals, rock-and-roll 

band members wanted and more!

order that would permit staff to make 
operational changes for public access 
to the recycling containers at the Public 
Works Facility. The order was tabled 
until the staff comes back to the Council 
with a solid plan. (6 yeas)

Town Council authorized the Town 
Manager to sell a seven acre parcel of 
land, located off Libby Avenue. Sale will 
be under such terms and conditions 
that the Town Manager deems to be 
in the best interests of the Town of 
Gorham. (6 yeas)

The Finance Committee was 
instructed to review federal and state 
COVID 19 grants and reimbursements 
at their next regular meeting. (6 yeas)

Town Council adopted a resolution 
authorizing the issuance of a general 
obligation bond of $5,689,000 for the 
Gorham School Department as follows:

1.) $2,265,000 for HVAC heat pump 
upgrades and repairs at the Gorham 
Middle School

2.) $1,423,000 for Phase II of the 
Narragansett School expansion project;

3.) $351,000 for upgrades and repairs 
to the Narragansett School bus loop and 
sidewalk

4.) $300,000 for repairs to the 
sidewalk at the Gorham Middle School

5.) $1,275,000 for repairs to the 
lighting at the fields and courts for 
safety purposes

6.) $75,000 for civil engineering 
related to such projects

(6 yeas)
The full meeting minutes can be 

found online at www.gorham-me.org/
minutes-and-agendas

Town Council Continued from Page 5Planning Board Results 1/4/21
Proposed amendments to the Land 

Use and Development Code regarding 
allowing medical marijuana growing 
as a home occupation use and to 
allow medical marijuana commercial 
cultivation, manufacturing and testing 
was discussed and referred to the 
Board’s Ordinance Subcommittee for 
review and recommendations.

A proposed amendment to the Land 
Use and Development Coder in the 
Narragansett Mixed Used Development 
District modifying side and rear setbacks 
and adding personal services as an 
allowed use was discussed and referred 
to the Board’s Comprehensive Plan 
Implementation Committee for review 
and recommendations.

Gorham ME, LLC’s request for 
approval of a ground mounted solar 
energy generation facility on 35 acres, 
located at 17 Nonesuch Road, was 
discussed and tabled with a drone site 
walk to be scheduled.

Gorham Solar 1, LLC’s request for 
approval of a PV solar ground array 
with associated equipment, gravel access 
and a perimeter fence, located on 18.4 
acres at 135 Brackett Road was approved 
with findings of fact and conditions of 
approval.

Gorham Savings Bank’s request 
for approval for a ground mounted 
photovoltaic project located at 10 
Wentworth Drive was approved.

Robert Kolodzej’s request for approval 
to subdivide lot 3 into two lots at 97 
Burnham Road was approved.

Sawyer Estates request for approval 
of a 118 lot residential subdivision on 
103.59 acres located off South Street was 
discussed.

A request for approval to extend 
Plowman Road approximately 950 feet 
and to widen the existing drive to the 
current 2-6 lot private way standard 
was not heard. It was continued to the 
1/11/21 Planning Board meeting.

Chief Sanborn 
Reports

Around Town
Ken Fickett was officially appointed Fire Chief 
of Gorham. Congratulations, Chief Fickett. 

Town Council authorized the Town Manager 
to sell a seven acre parcel of land, located in 
the industrial park off Libby Avenue.
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FOR ALL NEW CUSTOMERS!
Who set up a delivery account with us!

Ends January 31, 2021

Gorham Volunteers 
in Police Service 
Announce New 
Officers

Christopher Sanborn
Chief of Police

The Gorham Volunteers in Police 
Service (V.I.P.S.) and the Gorham Police 
Department recently recognized Don 
Sedenka as he stepped down from the 
presidency of the V.I.P.S. organization. 
Sedenka served as President from 
the inception of the Gorham V.I.P.S. 
program on January 1, 2018. Sedenka, 
who previously presided over the 
Cumberland County V.I.P.S. program, 
was instrumental in bringing the V.I.P.S. 
to Gorham. 

The Volunteers in Police Service was 
established in 2002 by the International 
Association of Chiefs of Police in 
partnership with the Bureau of Justice 
Assistance, Office of Justice Programs, 
and U.S. Department of Justice. To date, 
there are more than 2,260 registered 
V.I.P.S. programs with more than 
256,000 volunteers representing all 50 
states. 

The Gorham V.I.P.S. program is 
extremely active and instrumental in 
augmenting services to the Town of 
Gorham and other Communities within 
Cumberland County. Sedenka will 
continue to serve as a volunteer with 
the program. 

Buffy Houp moved from her role as 
Vice-President/Coordinator to become 
the new President. She brings many 
years of V.I.P.S. experience to the role.. 

If you are interested in learning more 
about the Gorham V.I.P.S. program, 
please contact Buffy Houp via email at 
buffyhoup@yahoo.com. 

SCHOOL

Robotics Teams Kick Off 2021 Season
Mikaela Pellerin

GHS Student Intern

Members of FIRST® Robotics Team 172 meeting via Zoom.

The Gorham Falmouth Robotics 
Team (Team 172) recently had a kickoff 
event to begin their season. Each year 
FIRST®, a nonprofit organization, 
develops a new game for teams to 
compete in. The goal of FIRST Robotics 
is to inspire young people to be science 
and technology leaders and innovators. 
Although the coronavirus (COVID-19) 
pandemic has made it challenging for 
two schools to connect, the team has 
managed to create ways to safely and 
effectively work together.

“Since we are a two-school team, 
our mentors felt that it wasn’t possible 
to safely coordinate large in-person 
meetings yet,” said Hunter Pellerin, a 
Gorham High School (GHS) junior. 
“We have managed to stay connected 
and work from a distance using online 
meetings two or three days each week. 
This gives the whole team and smaller 
sub teams the ability to meet with each 
other safely and quickly.”

During a typical year, the team would 
be preparing for a regional competition 
by now. A game challenge would be 
revealed at the start of January and 
they would spend six weeks designing 
and building a robot. If they do well 
at the first competition, they would 
move onto District Championships 
and eventually World Championships 
(which they have made it to in past 
years).

This year, FIRST has created three 
new “at home” challenges. First, 
the INFINITE RECHARGE at Home 
Challenge is where last year’s robot is 
used and must perform five particular 
robot skills. Next, the Game Design 
Challenge is an opportunity for teams 

to design a new game concept. Lastly, 
the Innovation Challenge.

“In the Innovation Challenge, 
students are tasked with identifying a 
real world problem and coming up with 
a real world solution. These problems 
could range from global climate 
change to making entertainment more 
accessible to disabled people,” said 
Owen Begley, a GHS senior.

In addition to those three, FIRST 
is offering a fourth challenge called 
the BAE Systems Challenge. In this 
challenge, students can build and 
program a mini bot.

All students are placed on one 
of the four challenges with at least 
two lead mentors who will guide 
students through each challenge. Since 
gathering in person is not an option, 
these challenges will be submitted 
into competition in a variety of ways. 
Students can submit: videos; written 
documents; slideshows; send in an 

objective score; or deliver a pitch to a 
team of judges to score online.

Precautions are also being taken to 
ensure that everyone who is a part of 
this team is safe. Every team mentor 
has been registered with FIRST and 
has completed a safety training, which 
includes online and COVID-19 safety. 
For now, students are meeting in large 
and small groups to collaborate and 
work on challenges using the platform 
Zoom.

“COVID-19 has kind of given us the 
chance to step back and look at how 
strong the bond within our team is, 
and it is truly amazing that we are able 
to continue having fun and learning 
while also staying safe,” said Shruti 
Joshi, a senior from Falmouth High 
School.

Overall, the robotics team is 
enthusiastic about being able to still 
have a season together this year, 
despite the challenges of COVID-19.

Come Check Out Our
State-of-the-Art Rehab Center!

Our staff is trained and ready to maximize
resident independence in an effort to return

each person home as quickly as possible.

207.839.5757 | 50 New Portland Rd, Gorham, ME
info@gorhamhouse.com | www.gorhamhouse.com
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School Committee Report 1/13/21
Kathy Corbett

Staff Writer

At the regular January 13, 2021 
meeting of the Gorham School 
Committee (SC), Superintendent 
Heather Perry announced that the district 
will be receiving about $750,000 from 
new government stimulus funding. Uses 
permitted for the new allocation will be 
more flexible, but the monies cannot be 
used to back-fill lost revenue. She also 
reported that 15 students from Gorham 
Middle School (GMS) and Gorham High 
School (GHS) are returning from remote 
learning to hybrid classes. 

Maine will no longer be using SAT 
testing in Maine high schools, she said, 
and there is a change in the test the state 
uses that should produce the same data, 
but more quickly than before.

School Committee members thanked 
teachers and staff for their work this 
fall under difficult conditions. They 
appreciated the opportunity to get parent 
feedback at the Partners in Education 
(PIE) meetings at the elementary schools. 
James Brockman thanked Perry for the 
message she circulated about the events 
of January 6, 2020 in Washington D.C. 
Phil Gagnon announced that the new 
Narragansett Elementary School kitchen 
will be completed by February.

Assistant Superintendent Chris Record 
presented an overview of results from the 
recent Thought Exchange that focused 
on feedback from students, parents, 
and teachers after 14 weeks of hybrid 
learning. Although there were only 614 
participants, Record said, “The feedback 
will be valuable in making decisions.”

Themes that emerged from student 
responses included concerns about 
heavy workloads, communication 
with teachers, and a desire for more 
personalized videos. One student’s 
comment, “I don’t like COVID. It is 
ruining everything,” echoed many 
students’ thoughts. However, students 
are happy with flexible Fridays.

Most parent responses included 
appreciation for the dedicated efforts of 
Gorham teachers. They too liked Friday 
flex days, but also wanted students to 
be in school more. Some felt there was 
too little work on remote learning days 
and wanted more communication with 
teachers.

The thoughts expressed by teachers 
reflected feeling stressed and exhausted. 
They appreciated the smaller class sizes 
and having Fridays for planning and 
communication. Although they feel 
more comfortable with hybrid teaching, 
they want more conversation with 
administrators.

Record said that the District Leadership 
Team would give immediate attention to 
many of the concerns, which include 
reducing stress and providing emotional 
and social support by increasing 
communication with staff, students, and 
parents. Improving remote instruction 
will be ongoing with an emphasis 
on helping students collaborate with 
their peers. A detailed summary of 
the Thought Exchange results will be 
posted on Perry’s blog, accessible from 
gorhamsuperintendent.blogspot.com.

In other business, the SC approved 
(7-0) the purchase of Phase 3 modulars 
for Narragansett.

pogorealty.com   (207) 839-3300   39 Main Street, Gorham

HOLLIS $689,900 - Features over 
4200sqft of living space comprised of 14 
rooms and 8 fireplaces. Classic wide pine 
floors, the ornate trim details, fireplace 
warming ovens and period details. 40x60 
barn & Saco River frontage.

WATERBORO $249,000 - This 
200+/- acre wooded parcel is a perfect 
opportunity for you to own a piece of 
Maine. Features a pond & meandering 
stream, long road frontage & power at 
the road.

STANDISH $229,900 - Features 
kitchen open to dining area with front 
living room, HW floors, sizeable 10x39 
three season sunroom overlooking 
the level 1.7-acre yard. Replacement 
windows, metal roof, paved driveway & 
worry-free public water.

BALDWIN $34,900 - 6 acre wooded 
lot located in the heart of some of 
Maine’s best fishing, hunting, hiking & 
snowmobiling. Perfect location to park 
your camper for a weekend retreat, 
build a retirement home or year round 
residence.

GORHAM $74,900 - Private setting 
for this newer 2014 Colony Beacon 
14’x67’ mobile. Applianced kitchen, 
dining area, spacious living room, laundry 
area, full bath, porch with metal roof, 
large storage shed and paved drive.

WATERBORO $199,900 - 238 Acre 
parcel with access over discontinued 
Cross Road. Large parcel has been 
cut over recently. Plenty of space for 
snowmobiling, hunting & more! Build 
your own family retreat.

Julie Chandler

Mike Griffin Peter Mason

Realtors® Helping
You Buy or Sell

Real Estate!

Chris Burton

Benjamin Taylor

UNDER CONTRACTNEW

Happy Retirement to Jeff & Jane Mason!
Congratulations on 50 years with

Po-Go Realty!

UNDER CONTRACT UNDER CONTRACT

Chalmers Helping Neighbors
Gorham Times Staff

Photo credit Amanda Gilpatrick

GMS teacher Heather Whitaker (left) accepts 
a donation from Carissa Chipman, Chalmers 
Community Champion, to help the BackPack 
program. Chalmers has been involved with 
the BackPack program since its inception. 

Chalmers Insurance Group has 
implemented a Community Champion 
role where they help bridge the gap 
between Chalmers’ work and the needs 
of their neighbors. 

Additionally, they have been working 
on a podcast called The Community 
Cast where they feature local leaders 
in their communities and give them a 
chance to share their successes, lessons 
learned, and how they pay it forward.  

“We are extremely grateful to 
Chalmers for their continued support 
of the Gorham BackPack Program,” 
said Heather Whitaker, GMS alternative 
education teacher. “Funds donated by 
Chalmers will be used to purchase food 
items for our Weekend Bags. We have 
seen an increase  in participants this 
year and greatly appreciate Chalmers’ 
donation.”

Chalmers believes that how they do 
business is just as important as the 
business they do. That is why they 
created a Community Champion in each 
office. Carissa Chipman, in the Gorham 

office, who fills that role, is passionate 
about her community and helping 
bridge the gap between Chalmers’ 
work and the needs of her neighbors.

GHS Grad News
Whitney Libby (GHS ’00) has recently 

become a member of the Forbes Human 
Resources Council, an invitation-
only organization whose members 
are respected leaders and executives 
selected for the council based on the 
depth and diversity of experience as 

leaders in the human resources field.
Libby is currently HR director for 

Schimenti Construction, located in 
Ridgefield CT & NY. She is also CEO 
and founder of her own company, Next 
Level Events LLC. She can be reached at 
Whitney@nextlevelevents.org.
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Feel
The

Difference

Did You Know?
We have adjusted our schedule and treatments to 
better serve and protect our patients during this time.

If you have an orthopedic problem, you can come 
directly to PT. No referral needed.

Your out of pocket expenses may be less with us than 
treatment at a hospital based clinic.

We are the only 100% locally owned and operated PT 
clinic in Gorham.

SUPPORT LOCALLY OWNED BUSINESSES

839-9090 | 347 Main Street, Gorham

Mike Smith, MSPT, ATC Jennifer Danley, DPT

839-3390
willisrealestate.com

willisteam@willisrealestate.com

Willis 
Real 

Estate

MAKING A MOVE IN 2021?
Kris Allen is ready 

to help with all your 
Real Estate needs.

Call Kris today to 
see what she can 

do for you. Lots at Harrison 
Lane, Gorham

521-523 Roosevelt Trail, Windham  Duplex

SPORTS

Amid the Pandemic, Esports Surges in Popularity

Photo credit Jessica Beaulieu 

Pictured above, Keegan Beaulieu plays Rocket League, the game he looks forward to playing 
on Esports. His sister Haley cheers him on. Inset picture is of Dayton Crockett.

Destiny Cook
Sports Editor

Video games have gotten a bad rap in 
recent years. Instead of playing outside 
until dark, kids, it seems, would rather 
be online with their friends playing 
games like Rocket League or Call of Duty. 
Due to Covid-19 and restrictions placed 
on sports, Esports has emerged as a way 
to remain competitive as well as a way to 
stay in touch when kids can’t physically 
compete or get together.

According to Travis Grant, Programmer 
at Gorham Recreation Department, 
Esports is essentially organized video 
gaming. “It is a good way to connect 
people and create relationships while 
competing alongside or against each 
other. This is something that the Rec 
Department has been trying to get into 
for a while, and what better time than 
during a pandemic. Individuals can 
compete from their own homes.” he 
said.

Even the MPA (Maine Principals 
Association) has jumped on the 
bandwagon, making Esports a varsity 
sport. What makes this interesting, is 
that participation isn’t just from athletes, 
but also students who are interested in 
gaming. This summer, Dayton Crockett, 
a current freshman at GHS, was going 
through a very difficult time. He emailed 
Principal Brian Jandreau and others 
to ask if GHS could participate in the 
Esports program. Principal Jandreau 
responded saying he could see Dayton 

had done his research and he would 
pass the request on to AD Tim Spears. 

Crockett enjoys sports, playing both 
hockey and lacrosse. He said he said he 
misses being on the field or ice; feeling 
free to be himself, and doing what he 
loves with his friends and teammates. 
He also said he loves gaming. With 
everything going on, he shared “Lately 
I haven’t seen many of my friends, but 
I have been able to play with them over 
gaming. It is a way to be social but at the 
same time play a game with them. So I 
thought what If I tried to bring three of 
my favorite things to Gorham, sports, 
friends and gaming.” When it comes to 
games, he suggested popular ones, like 
Call of Duty, Fortnite, NHL, Madden, 
FIFA, and Rocket League. When it comes 
to why he wants to participate in Esports 
Crockett said, “It’s like you have a big 
family cheering you on and you have a 
community of happiness, especially if 
you are playing a rival.”

The Gorham Recreation Department 
has also recently started an Esports 
program. While it is just beginning, they 
are offering limited games that include 
Madden, FIFA, Fortnite, Rocket League, 
and Super Smash Bros. If you are 
hoping to play the sports games Grant 
shared “Unfortunately, our sports games 
(Madden, and FIFA) are only offered for 
the Playstation 4. As our leagues become 
larger and expand to players of all ages, 
we plan to include more games.”

Currently, the Gorham Recreation 
Department is open to anyone ages 

8-18, however, at some point they are 
planning to open leagues to players of 
all ages. If you are interested in signing 
up for Esports through the Gorham 
Recreation Department Grant said “Each 
player must own a copy of the game that 
they will be playing in the league, along 
with a compatible system and wireless 
internet.” If interested in a league, 
reach out to the Gorham Recreation 
Department for registration information.

Keagen Beaulieu age 10, grade 4 plays 
basketball, soccer, and baseball, since 
the pandemic started he has missed the 
baseball season and so far basketball. “I 

miss playing the games and I miss having 
something to look forward to. Esports 
has given me something to look forward 
to. I’m excited for the competition.” 
Beaulieu said. He likes Esports because 
the Rec will be playing Rocket League, 
which is his game of choice.

While we still want to encourage the 
kids to get outside and enjoy some 
fresh air, Esports is an option those who 
are missing their particular sport, their 
teammates or the need to compete. In a 
time where we are staying home, Esports 
may be just what you’re looking for as a 
social and competitive escape.
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Invest In Your Home and Enjoy Energy
Independence with Solar Power New England

Andrew Robitaille, Founder
www.SolarPowerNewEngland.com  |  207-409-2040

230 Main St. Gorham,ME
Hours: Monday-Friday 9-5

Saturday 8:30-4

Phone 839-4759

BARBER SHOP

COMMUNITY
GRADUATIONS
Mikayla Richman, Cum Laude, double major in health sciences and nursing, James 
Madison University, Harrisonburg, Virginia

PRESIDENT’S LIST
Emily Murray, Southern New Hampshire University, Manchester, New Hampshire
Kayla Stickney, Southern New Hampshire University, Manchester, New Hampshire

DEAN’S LIST
Emma Astbury, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland 
Maggy Aube, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland 
Nathan Brown, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland 
Anthony Chase, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland
Courtney Cushing, Curry College, Milton, Massachusetts
Ethan DeBaker, Southern New Hampshire University, Manchester, New Hampshire 
Grace Libby, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland 
Hannah Libby, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland 
Madeleine Scholz-Lague, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland 
Elizabeth Sullivan, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland
Lydia Valentine, University of Rhode Island, Kingston, Rhode Island 
Brenden Waterman, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland 
Lauran Wilson, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland 
Alex York, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland

OF INTEREST
Presumpscot Regional Land Trust is hosting a week-long winter animal tracks family 
event that will be both online and self-guided in the field. Maine Master Naturalist Marion 
Sprague will help to identify the tracks. Due to lack of snow, it will begin on January 23rd 
instead of the 16th at the Land Preserves. Visit prit.org for a full list of our Preserves with 
maps, walk the trails, look for tracks, and then share photos and information about the 
tracks. This program is free, but registration is required to receive a laminated pocket card of 
Greater Portland Animals Tracks for the event. Visit prit.org/event to register.

On January 23 from 6 – 10 p.m, enjoy a double feature, “The Incredibles” (PG) and 
“Ghostbusters” (PG-13) at Drive-In Movie Night in the Gorham High School parking 
lot, coordinated with Gorham Outdoors Club, USM Outdoor Adventure and Gorham Rec 
Departments. FREE, but registration is required for parking your car early. Parking lot opens 
at 5 p.m. for those registered, and first come, first served after 5:30 p.m. for those not 
registered. Register at FMI gorhamoutdoors@gmail.com. 

With the capable assistance of the Plummer’s 
Hardware team, the Gorham Lions had their 
most successful Christmas Tree sale yet. 
Receiving the thank you letter, signed by all the 
club members and presented by Lions Club 
President, Ken Aldrich on left, to Troy Plummer 
and Store Manager, Jim Rines.

The Gorham Lions are meeting at a new 
location, Moody’s Collision Center at 200 

Narragansett St. (Rte. 202). Regular dinner meetings are the 2nd and 4th Tuesday of each 
month at 6:30 p.m. The next meeting is January 26 at 6:30 p.m. New members always 
welcome. FMI 929-9182.

Gorham Memorial VFW Post 10879’s regular meeting for January has been cancelled. 
The next meeting is scheduled for February 9 at 5:30 pm in the Fire Department Training 
Room, 270, Main St. Gorham. For more information contact vfwpost10879@gmail.com. 

PUBLIC SUPPERS
Haddock Supper Buffet, Saturday, January 30 at 5:00 p.m. at Living Waters Church, 
Parker Farm Road, Buxton. Suggested donation: $8 Adult, $4 Child, $20 Family. There is an 
option of takeout containers for those who do not want to come inside for seating. Social 
distancing guidelines are in effect including wearing of face masks and use of hand sanitizer.

Pre-Order Bean Supper, White Rock Community Clubhouse, 34 Wilson Road, Gorham. 
Saturday, February 6, 4:30-5:30 p.m. Pre-order dinner to go, $20 for double or $10 for 
single orders. Meal includes kidney & pea beans, cole slaw, potato salad, macaroni & 
cheese, biscuits, hot dogs and a dessert bar. Please call 892-9521 by Tuesday, February 
2nd to reserve your order. Limited to the first 100 meals!

FOOD PANTRY UPDATE
The Gorham Food Pantry still has needs for baking items, baked beans, flour, sugar, 
spices, cooking oil, pudding, toothbrushes and toothpaste, ramen noodles, kids snacks and 
personal hygiene products and diapers size 5-6. The Gorham Food Pantry is open every 
Thursday from 10-12 noon. Check the website at www.gorhamfoodpantry.org for further 
updates on the other days they are open. “Thanks again to the Gorham Community for your 
generous donations throughout the year.” 

LIBRARY NEWS
Baxter Memorial Library has purchased eight colorful ukuleles to circulate to BML card 
holders. The library is also crafting programming around this new offering with an ongoing 

Continued on Page 11
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, JANUARY 21
Baxter Memorial Library, Toddler Discovery Time with Ms. Dani on Facebook. 
(18mos-3 yrs), 9:30 a.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 23
Presumpscot River Land Trust “Animal Tracks” weeklong family event begins.

Gorham High School Drive-In Movie Night, 6 p.m. Register at gorhamrec.com.
FMI gorhamoutdoors@gmail.com

TUESDAY, JANUARY 26
Baxter Memorial Library, Preschool Discovery Time with Ms. Heidi on Facebook.
(ages 3-5). 9:30 a.m. 

Gorham Lions regular dinner meeting, Moody’s Collision Center, 6:30 p.m.

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 27
Baxter Memorial Library, STEAM Cloth Gift Bags with Ms. Deb on Facebook. (K-5), 10 a.m.

THURSDAY, JANUARY 28
Baxter Memorial Library, Toddler Discovery Time with Ms. Dani on Facebook.
(18mos-3 yrs), 9:30 a.m. 

SATURDAY, JANUARY 30
Living Waters Church, Haddock Supper Buffet, Parker Farm Road, Buxton, 5 p.m.,
$8/$4/$20

TUESDAY, FEBRUARY 2
Baxter Memorial Library, Preschool Discovery Time with Ms. Heidi on Facebook.
(ages 3-5). 9:30 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 3
Baxter Memorial Library, STEAM Breakfast Cookies with Ms. Deb on Facebook. (K-5), 10 a.m.

CLASSIF IEDS
FOR SALE
FOR SALE. Wood boiler, $2500. Alternate Heating Systems Carbon Steel wood gun. 
Model E100. 1400 lbs. Can be lifted into a trailer. Purchased in 1996 for $6800. New 
parts include cycle timer, plumb fittings, door seal, bricks, blanket, and silicone cord 
bead. Contact Nicole at 222-2755.

SERVICES
CERTIFIED TEACHER, 20 years’ experience offering in-home and remote tutoring in 
English/History/writing and organization. Experience with learning disabilities, IEP/504, 
ADD/ADHD. Students in grades 3 through college. Book one session or regular meetings. 
$25/hr. 207-239-6683

series of online ukulele lessons to support patrons as 
they learn how to use the instrument.  Youth Services 
Library Assistant Jeffrey Knox taught himself to play the 
ukulele in order to lead this program. He is creating a 
growing series of tutorial videos that are posted to our 
Facebook page. You can view the videos on your own 
time, at your own pace, and in your own homes, which 
makes this program flexible and convenient for both 
children and adults. Mr. Jeff began by creating a set of 
four tutorial videos explaining the basics of how to play 
the ukulele. He is now adding to the library of videos 
by learning popular songs. Check out baxterlibrary.
org and this issue’s calendar for this and other awesome 
programs! In addition to the usual Discovery Times in Facebook, get ready for gift giving with 
after-holiday sales on fabric and Ms. Deb’s STEAM Cloth Gift Bag activity on January 27, 
10 a.m., and make some yummy and healthy breakfast cookies on February 3 at 10 a.m. 
And, please stop by the library any time to pick up your Harry Potter craft kit to celebrate the 
Harry Potter (Virtual) Book Night on Thursday, February 4 at 6 p.m.! The library’s favorite 
English librarian, Kathy Stevens, will read the first chapter of Harry Potter and the Sorcerer’s 
Stone. A magical prize will be awarded to the witch or wizard with the most correct answers. 

The North Gorham Public Library, serving Gorham and Standish since 1897, is located 
next to the fire barn at the corner of Standish Neck Road and North Gorham Road. The 
library serves the surrounding community with a focus on fiction for adults and children, 
although most any book is available through inter-library loan. The library has WiFi service 
and computers for patron use. The library is open on Wednesday evenings and Saturday 
mornings.  Home Delivery and contact less parking lot pickup is also available. Visit on the 
web at north-gorham.lib.me.us.

USM NOTES
Detailed information regarding the COVID-19 response at USM is available on a 
dedicated section of the University website, Healthy Huskies, that is updated regularly. 
Find answers to frequently asked questions — from new and returning students to faculty 
and staff to community members — that cover all facets of the institution. Visit usm.maine.
edu/healthy-huskies.

The USM Art Department’s “Open Studios,” typically held in person on the last Friday 
of classes, is now online. The second “Virtual Open Studios” shares the Fall 2020 work 
of USM’s resilient students in a variety of modalities, including 2-D Art, Drawing Art, Media 
and Strategies, Ceramics, Visual Books, Paintings, Photography, Digital Art and Design, and 
Advanced Problems in Art. Visit the studio at usm.maine.edu/art

The USM School of Music has many videos online from Fall 2020 performances at 
facebook.com/Music.USM. A lineup of upcoming performances can be found at the website, 
usm.maine.edu/music. Learn also how the USM Department of Theatre has continued to 
explore and create in the time of COVID at usm.maine.edu/theatre, Department of Athletics at 
usm.maine.edu/athletics, and much more. The University of Southern Maine is a wealth of 
varied communities with a vibrant community in Gorham. Learn more at usm.maine.edu.

Community Continued from Page 10

207.650.2832 
Team@KeithNicely.com

RealEstateDoneNicely.com

 I-Car Certified • ASE Certified • Major Collision • All vehicle types • Sandblasting
Free Pick-up and Deliveries within a 15-mile Radius. Free loaner cars.

 ALL WORK WARRANTIED

201 New Portland Rd, Gorham, ME • Ph: 839-6401 Fax: 839-2418 Email: wymanautoinc@yahoo.com
Mon–Fri 8-5, Sat 9-12, Sun Closed • www.wymansauto.com

We Work with All 
Insurance Companies

 Joe Wyman has been doing auto body and collision work for over  
50 years and at the same Gorham location for over 35 years.

Advertise your home business 
or yard sale with a classified 

ad. Only $9 per ad!

You're in the Know.
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