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GHS Production of Mary 
Poppins Opens Feb. 4

The Gorham High School (GHS) the-
ater department has been working hard 
to make sure that this year’s musical is 
ready to take the stage. With just a few 
weeks left until opening night, the cast 
and crew are perfecting musical num-
bers and ironing out the little details to 
turn “Mary Poppins” into one of their 
best shows yet. 

The musical adaptation is similar to 
the movie many have watched on the 
big screen. Mary Poppins, a whimsical 
nanny, arrives at the Banks household 
and teaches the kids about the world 
around them. The musical pays a bit 
more attention to the parents, George 
and Winifred Banks, in an attempt to 
highlight some of the unspoken strug-
gles of parenthood.

“It’s a revamped version of the classic 
musical!” said Maddie Downey, a senior 
at GHS, “There are two smaller plot 
points in the musical version that don’t 
exist in the movie, but I won’t spoil 
them. There are also a few new songs.”

Grace Johnson, GHS Student Intern

Downey is taking on the lead of Mary 
Poppins herself. She has been involved 
in the Gorham theater department since 
middle school, and is looking forward to 

Faculty Concert Features 
the Corthell Pipe Organ
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Lori Arsenault, Editor

Crash into Building on 
Narragansett Street Rte 202

Continued on Page 7
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Osher School of Music resident organ-
ist and artist faculty member, Justin 
Murphy-Mancini, makes his inaugural 
Faculty Concert Series concert debut this 
winter, live from the Corthell Concert 
Hall stage, performing on the Corthell 
Hall Organ.

The concert will be held on  Friday, 
Jan. 27 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are $15 for 
the general public, and $10 for students, 
seniors, alumni, faculty, and staff. Tickets 
can be purchased online, at the door, or 
by calling the Music Box Office at (207) 
415-1979. The concert is sponsored 
by Murray, Plumb, and Murray. 

While concert audiences have long 
become familiar with the sight of the 
Corthell Hall pipe organ, it has been 

many years since the instrument has 
been featured in a concert. The organ is 
named after Eric Sexton and Howard 
Davis, men whose vision and efforts have 
provided the University with a unique 
musical instrument.

Eric H.L. Sexton, originally from 
Philadelphia, later from Camden, Maine, 
was a scholar and collector who had 
an interest in pipe organ building. 
After acquiring several electro-neumat-
ic organs, he built two complete pipe 
organs over a period of several years; 
a smaller Aeolian organ, and the larger 
eighteen-rank concert organ. His wife, 
Beryl Sexton, heard of USM’s music edu-
cation needs and bestowed both pipe 
organs to USM. Continued on Page 7

Winter and Summer Camping
State of Maine Department of Agriculture

Reservations for Summer 2023 camp-
ing at Lily Bay and Sebago Lake State 
Park can now be made on Wednesday, 
Feb. 1 starting at 9:00 a.m. Remember, 
prime sites and locations fill up fast so 
plan to make your reservation as early as 
possible to secure a site.

In the meantime, off-season and win-
ter camping is available at select Maine 
State Parks and Public Lands. If you are 
new to winter camping plan to camp at 
a Maine State Park first.

The locations below provide the chal-
lenge of winter camping and offer a 
good range of front country and more 
remote locations to test your skills. New 
or moderately experienced campers 
should start the season with an easily 
accessible location as a test run before 
heading out to more challenging terrain. 
Highly experienced winter campers, or 
those who will be led by a Registered 
Maine Guide, are ready for the remote 

settings found on Maine’s Public Lands.
Primitive tent camping with a 7-day 

limit only is found in the Parks. Self-
sufficiency is a must. There will be no 
water, amenities, or cleared campsites 
and trails. Campsites are accessed by 
snowshoe or skis, with very limited walk-
ins. Camp only at designated sites. Fires 
permitted only at designated fire pits 
using Maine local wood only— Protect 
ME forests & parks from harm— Buy It 
Where You Burn It! Carry in/Carry out - 
please do not leave any trash.

On-site self-registration is required 
and available at the entry booth. 
Camping fees apply—payable by cash or 
check at self-registration. See for more 
info https://www.maine.gov/dacf/parks/
camping/reservations/campground_
fees.shtml

Park & Trail Conditions are available 
online. Contact the Park directly for 
more information.

Sheri Faber, Staff Writer

On Jan. 4, at about 10:15 a.m., Bartley 
McNeel, 65, of Westbrook was headed 
south on Narragansett Street (Rt. 202) 
when he crossed the center line and 
sideswiped a car driven by Gary Lique, 
55, of Bellows Falls, Vermont. McNeil 
was taken to the hospital with non-life-
threatening injuries. Neither Lique nor 
his two passengers were injured. 

McNeel’s pickup plowed into cars 
parked next to an apartment building at 

162 Narragansett Street. Four vehicles 
were damaged with one being pushed 
into the exterior wall of the apartment, 
which was occupied by Markglen, who 
was playing a video game. The impact 
caused part of the wall to fall and injure 
him. “I was sitting in my recliner, mind-
ing my own business,” he said. He suf-
fered a forehead fracture along with cuts 
and bruises. He was treated and released 
from the hospital. 

Photo credit: Gorham Police Department

Continued on Page 3
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leagues to find ways to make our energy 
supply more efficient and affordable. It 
just so happens that what is more afford-
able in the long run and more efficient 
overall is also better for our environ-
ment. That’s why I continue to support 
legislation that will further the devel-
opment of Maine’s renewable energy 
infrastructure.

I am also committed to promoting 
solutions to our housing crisis. One 
barrier to housing development in cer-
tain parts of our state comes from a 
perceived tension between protecting 
our environment and reckless develop-
ment. Having worked in the environ-
mental permitting and inspection world 
for over 30 years, I’m all too familiar with 
this misleading framing. 

When I first began doing this work, 
the available technology and expertise 
was such that it required multiple lev-
els of review and oversight, particu-
larly because local municipalities did not 
have the know-how or capacity to com-
petently evaluate environmental impacts 
of certain development projects. Over 
the past 30 years, we have come a long 
way, and municipalities are doing really 
good work to make sure that our natu-
ral spaces are protected while allowing 
for the development of housing that 
is affordable and accessible to average 
Mainers. At the same time, new laws 
and regulations administered by the 
Maine Department of Environmental 
Protection provide excellent protection 
for streams, wetlands, shore lands and 
wildlife habitat.

Rep. Jim Boyle, 
D-Gorham, is serving his 
second term in the Maine 
House of Representatives 
and previously served two 
years in the Maine State 
Senate. He is a member 
of the Energy, Utilities and 

Technology Committee. Contact him at Jim.
Boyle@legislature.maine.gov.

Policy on News from Augusta: The Gorham Times asked our three state legislators from Senate District 30, House District 109 and House District 110 to 
provide us with “News from Augusta.” We publish their articles on a rotating basis. The submissions are devoted to updates of legislative and administrative 
news, proposed and passed bills and laws, and developments and events that are of interest and have an impact to Gorham residents. The Gorham Times 
reserves the right to edit the submissions and it further reserves the right to reject any submission, in its sole discretion.

Tackling Maine’s Housing Crisis Beyond 
Emergency Assistance
Rep. Jim Boyle

Letter to the Editor
Letters to the Editor must be fewer than 300 words, signed with a first and last name, typed or e-mailed and include a phone number. The Gorham Times reserves the 
right not to publish letters that include personal attacks or inflammatory language. Letters are solely the opinion of the writer and not that of the Gorham Times. They are 
published at the discretion of the Gorham Times as space allows and are subject to editing.

Earlier this month, my colleagues and 
I in the Legislature passed a significant 
bill that will help Mainers stay warm and 
housed this winter. After facing initial 
opposition from Senate Republicans, 
the bipartisan Emergency Winter Energy 
Relief Plan successfully made its way to 
the Governor’s desk, delivering $450 
direct relief checks to roughly 880,000 
eligible Mainers, amounting to $900 in 
relief for the average family. 

The measure also provides $40 mil-
lion to supplement the Home Energy 
Assistance Program (HEAP), $10 mil-
lion for Maine Community Action 
Partnerships (CAP) to help them deliver 
emergency fuel assistance and $21 mil-
lion to bolster the Emergency Housing 
Relief Fund.

The income thresholds in the mea-
sure, $100,000 for single filers and 
$200,000 for those filing jointly, are set 
to make sure there are resources avail-
able for most Maine families that are feel-
ing a financial strain right now. Incomes 
that once kept a family comfortable are 
just not the same. The rising costs of 
basic living expenses like housing, gro-
ceries, health care, child care and heat 
leave little left to keep families feeling 
secure. The passage of this bill, although 
signed into law later than we had hoped, 
will make a big impact. 

Meanwhile, I’m looking ahead at 
opportunities to address some of the 
factors at the root of these cost increases. 
As a member of the Legislature’s Energy, 
Utilities and Technology Committee, I 
am committed to working with my col-

Unfortunately, relics of a time when 
municipalities could not adequately 
evaluate risk remain and result in 
onerous and redundant permitting 
and review processes. This slows 
development and further exacerbates 
our housing availability and afford-
ability issues. With fewer housing units 
on the market, the price of each indi-
vidual home will stay high, remain-
ing out of reach for far too many 
Mainers. That’s why I’ve introduced 
a bill that makes a small change to 
existing site law. This change would 
empower municipalities to handle 
permitting for a greater number of 
subdivision requests, streamlining the 
permitting process and enabling smart 
and responsible development to occur 
with greater ease.  

Addressing our housing crisis and 
ensuring that Mainers can meet their 
basic needs will be key focuses for me 
this session. I look forward to continu-
ing this work and welcome your input 
throughout the process. As always, if 
you need assistance accessing resourc-
es or navigating available programs, 
please reach out to me. 

NEWS FROM AUGUSTA
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To the editor:
Your headline seems to imply the 

Town of Gorham is actually revising 
(re-doing?) our recent stunning home 
real estate reevaluation giving false hope 
to those 75% of Gorham homeowners 
facing tax increases as much as 20%. 
Realtor Aaron Chadbourne advises 
“Gorham needs to diversify and attract 
more businesses if it wants less reli-
ance on the residential tax base.” If the 
current 10% commercial properties tax 
base were to double to 20%, while the 
residential base stayed the same, our 
residential property share of the tax 
load would decrease from 90% to 82% 
and reduce our homeowner’s tax  by 
18%, thus restored to the previous level. 
What is left unstated, in your otherwise 
complete report, is that commercial prop-
erties do not add any kids to our over-
loaded school systems. And that is why 
Gorham needs more commercial tax base. 
Needless to say, Gorham faces massive 
capital expenditures for school expan-
sion. Remember a few years ago we were 
hearing of replacement High School 
costs ranging close to $100 million? 
Our senior homeowners have to make 
the choice; pay the ever-increasing cost 
of staying in Gorham, downsize, or 

move elsewhere. That is why existing 
Senior Tax Relief and Tax Freeze must 
be maintained or expanded.

David Alexander

To the editor:
I’m one of the lucky few. My prop-

erty taxes went up but missed the 20% 
increase mentioned in the Times’s arti-
cle. They made it to 28.4%. Amazing, if 
only because it is a one-bedroom house 
built in 1982. It can’t be a 2-BR house; 
a legal emergency exit can’t be created. 
It has 688 sf of living space, partially 
finished basement, 1-1/2 baths, garage, 
porch, and deck. The house (no land) 
was assessed at $73,400 in 2007 and 
$74,700 in 2016. In 2023 it is $178,400.

How do I ascertain the value now 
that the Town has changed the descrip-
tion? After 40 years, the county assessor 
found a “canopy” hiding on the back of 
my garage. A canopy is a structure that is 
supported by a house, along with posts 
or columns. It was added to the prop-
erty description. The line drawing on 
the “house card” was modified. It shows 
66-sf of the total increase of 96-sf in liv-
ing area. A Gorham home builder called 
the Town’s “canopy” an “extension.” At 
least one other house in Gorham has a 

“canopy.” The original roof of the house 
extends over the roof of the addition.  

The County assessor also says that 
“assessment” and “appraisal” are the 
same thing. They are similar and relat-
ed – they are not the same. Maine’s 
Constitution requires local assessors to 
determine “just value,” which is a mea-
sure of market value – the willing buyer 
and willing seller.  Just value is a starting 
point that considers all sorts of market 
factors. Assessed value does not have 
to equal just value. But all properties 
must be valued similarly. If one house is 
assessed at 85% of just value, all houses 
must be valued at 85%. Mortgage lend-
ers usually require a licensed appraiser 
to determine a property’s value, so they 
don’t lend you more than the property 
is worth.  

The Town Council must withdraw 
Gorham from Cumberland County’s 
assessment department. Our elected and 
appointed officials remain responsible. 
If Gorham is “out of the assessing busi-
ness,” property owners should be out 
of the tax-payment business. Gorham 
citizens deserve the assurance that our 
homes are properly valued, and we are 
fairly taxed.  

Priscilla Wheatley
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Rustic Taps and Catering
Cori Shaw, Staff Writer

If you’ve been around Gorham or 
the surrounding areas for any period of 
time then you’ve heard of the traveling 
bar and pizza oven, Rustic Taps and 
Catering. Their fleet consists of four 
vintage trucks and one airstream that 
have been restored to boast multiple 
beer taps attached to the back, creat-
ing a unique bar experience for any 
occasion. Three of these trucks have a 
wood-fired pizza oven to provide food 
service as well. 

This idea first came to fruition six 
years ago by owners and operators, 
entrepreneurial husband and wife Dave 
and Jessica Golden. Since 2016 the cou-
ple has expanded throughout Southern 
Maine making a name for themselves as 
the first beer truck in this area, started 
right here in our town. Their pizzas are 
all homemade, ranging from their DIY 
options to their more specialty pizzas 
like pesto chicken prosciutto. A lot of 
the ingredients on their menu are home-
grown and fresh, which brought the 
Goldens to their latest business venture: 
a green farm located in Gorham.

This farm on Brackett Road has been 
a project the Goldens have been work-
ing on for some time, having lived in 
Gorham for over seventeen years the 
duo felt this central location was the 
best place to plant their home base. The 

brand-new barn is finishing up a few 
construction projects and will provide 
more space for a commercial produce 
kitchen. This kitchen will give them the 
opportunity to process produce and 
other catering items for events directly 
on-site. It also gives them the space to 
house their ever-growing fleet of vehi-
cles. The property also has a greenhouse 
to grow herbs such as oregano and basil 
for their pizza and sauces. The conve-
nience of having their own garden will 
help Rustic Taps and Catering bring a 
“farm-to-table” experience to each cater-
ing event. “We really need this space to 
continue our growth,” Co-owner Jess 
Golden explains. “Also, we wanted to 
give back to the community in some 
way.” This old property is in the pro-
cess of quite the facelift thanks to the 
Goldens and their vision. 

The future plans for Rustic Taps 
and Catering is to continue expand-
ing and growing in every sense of the 
word. With more physical space there 
will be more opportunity to create, 
grow and plant for the years ahead. 
This clever mobile catering business is 
putting a whole new spin on catering 
in Southern Maine. You can find out 
more information about Rustic Taps 
and Catering on their website and on 
their Facebook page. 

Photo credit: Cori Shaw

(You must mention this ad 
prior to closing for my

donation to be submitted.)

Multi Million Dollar Top Producer
Masters Emerald Winner 2018

Masters Ruby Winner 2019, 2020 & 2021

Kelley Skillin-Smith, Broker
380 Main Street, Gorham, ME

207-632-0813
kelley@kelsells207.com

#KelSells207

FRYEBURG, MAINE

REALTOR KELLEY’S PUP OF THE MONTH: MEET GYPSY!
5% of my real estate commissions generated from this ad will be donated to:

FOCUSING ON GREATER PORTLAND TO THE LAKES REGION AND ALL POINTS IN BETWEEN

Century 21 First Choice Realty
380 Main Street, Gorham, ME 04038

Loyal ~8 y/o Gypsy was returned to us due to a housing dispute. 
This sweet lady is extremely loving with her people, but takes 
some time with new friends. An experienced home is a 
must, and she will require multiple meet and greets before 
adoption. Gypsy loves belly rubs, going for walks, and being 
with her people. She has quite the aversion to men, so a 
woman only home would be best. Gypsy is nervous with 
animal friends, but may adjust to a friendly dog or cat given 
some time. An adult only home is preferred.

 I-Car Certified • ASE Certified • Major Collision • All vehicle types • Sandblasting
Free Pick-up and Deliveries within a 15-mile Radius. Free loaner cars.

 ALL WORK WARRANTIED

201 New Portland Rd, Gorham, ME • Ph: 839-6401 Fax: 839-2418 Email: wymanautoinc@yahoo.com
Mon–Fri 8-5, Sat 9-12, Sun Closed • www.wymansauto.com

We Work with All 
Insurance Companies

 Joe Wyman has been doing auto body and collision work for over  
50 years and at the same Gorham location for over 35 years.

Eileen Kalikow, owner of the build-
ing for 30 years, was  told that all the 
tenants would have to find another 
place to live until the building can be 
inspected and repairs made. She was 
helping to find hotels and motels for 
the tenants. 

The cause of the crash is under 
investigation and police have not yet 
determined  whether charges will be 
filed. Anyone who may have witnessed 
the crash is asked to contact Officer 
Bryce Randall at 207-222-1660 ext. 1.

Crash into Building on Narragansett Street Continued from Page 1

Photo credit: Gorham Police Department

The Gorham  Police  Department 
held their annual awards ceremony on 
December 19th. 

Detective Stephen Rappold 
received a 10-year service award.

Animal Control Officer Scott Nystrom, 
Officer Eric Sanborn, Detective Stephen 
Rappold, and Sergeant Sears Edwards 
all received perfect attendance awards.

Twenty-one officers received safe 
driving awards:

Officer Aaron Erikson, Detective 
Stephen Hinkley, and Detective 
Sergeant Dan Young received merit 
commendations. 

Detective Stephen Rappold and 
Sergeant Ben Moreland also received 
merit commendations for their work 

Police Department Holds 
Annual Awards Ceremony
Police Chief Christopher Sanborn

Photo courtesy of Gorham Police Department

with peer support and critical incident 
stress management.

Officers Aaron Erickson and Eric 
Sanborn and Sgts. Mike Coffin and Ted 
Hatch all received life-saving awards. 

Sergeant Sears Edwards received 
the 2022 Wayne “Pooch” Drown 
Community Service Award. 

Administrative Assistant  Julie 
Flanagan received the 2022 Employee 
of the Year Award.

Sergeant David Bruni received 
the Cops Cop Award for his teamwork 
as a supervisor. 

In all 33  awards  were  presented to 
employees for outstanding job perfor-
mance. 

Congratulations to all the recipients. 
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CryptoVerse by A. Logophile
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NBPTP’M  DPPL  YFLZ  DEFJA  “HOTMNM”  MOLJP  1968;
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CLUE:   I = G    

Pet Ponderings: The Changing 
Face of Veterinary Medicine
Dr. Linda Mulski, Contributing Writer

For long-term clients, there have 
been many changes in the routine 
workings of veterinary clinics. The pan-
demic was (and still can be) difficult for 
service industries that rely on face-to-
face contact and conversation to assess 
the health needs of a nonverbal patient. 
Social distancing prevented veterinar-
ians from assessing facial cues that 
demonstrate a client’s understanding of 
a situation. Many pets were distressed 
by separation from their “emotional 
support humans”, although we were 
surprised at the very 
large number of pets 
that relaxed without 
their owner’s anxi-
ety also present dur-
ing the examination. 

Lockdown situa-
tions resulted in a 
large number of new 
pets as people real-
ized how important 
our fur beings are 
for our emotional well-being. Spending 
more time observing our pets often 
uncovered concerns and problems. 
This led to more clients seeking vet-
erinary care, often for the first time. 
Pandemic concerns also resulted in an 
influx of new Maine residents accompa-
nied by beloved pets. Many veterinary 
clinics were challenged and sometimes 
overwhelmed by the influx of new 
patients, a shortage of healthy staff, and 
very stressed clients who often were not 
on their best behavior. Empathy fatigue 
is real. There were days veterinarian 
staff felt like abandoning our careers.

In the Greater Portland area, many 
veterinary clinics had to stop seeing 
new clients and emergencies. A consid-
erable number of experienced veteri-
narians, technicians, and support staff 
opted to retire early as emotional stress 
took its toll. Many small local clinics are 
now owned by corporations. Our costs 
have escalated due to manufacturing 
and supply problems. A nationwide 
veterinarian and support staff short-
age has resulted in considerable wage 
increases. The cost for veterinary care 
has increased dramatically, but it is still 
extremely low compared to the cost 
of human medicine, although we use 
many of the same supplies and drugs. 

A heavier reliance on emergency and 
specialty hospitals for critical care fur-
ther inflates the cost of keeping your 
pets healthy.

Virtually gone are the days when you 
could get your pet’s routine veterinary 
care within the week. It can be two to 
three months to get an appointment. As 
a veterinarian, it is very frustrating for 
our critical patients to experience simi-
lar delays for specialty evaluation and 
care. It is now common for a moderate-
ly serious pet illness to cost five to ten 

thousand dollars. 
A vehicular injury, 
resulting in sever-
al broken bones, 
can cost signifi-
cantly more. 

I find myself 
recommending 
that all pet own-
ers at least con-
sider catastrophic 
pet insurance to 

help… when euthanasia might be the 
only other merciful option. Pet insur-
ance does not usually cover any pre-
existing problem. The rates are the 
least expensive if you start when your 
pet is young and healthy. Please speak 
with your pet’s veterinary caregivers 
to help decide which coverage might 
work best for you.

My aim, with this article, is to give 
folks a “head’s up” regarding access 
to routine veterinary care. I hope 
it will help owners budget for their 
pets’ possible needs. Few things are 
as difficult for veterinary staff as being 
unable to help an owner and their 
pet due to cost constraints or an over-
whelmed schedule. We are all suffer-
ing from ongoing and post-pandemic 
stresses. Remembering to be kind can 
help us all to work together for the 
best outcomes. 

LIVING

Linda Mulski, VMD,
veterinarian, has worked in 
Maine for the past 33 years. 
She and her husband, 
Tom Niedermeyer, VMD, 
own the Animal Hospital 
of South Gorham where a 
wide variety of pet species 

are welcome. They have raised six daughters (all 
proud “Maine-iacs”).

VILLAGE BUILDERSVILLAGE BUILDERS
Full Service General Contractor

Repairs • Renovations • Additions

Daniel W. Grant, P.E.Daniel W. Grant, P.E.
Owner

21 New Portland Rd.
Gorham, ME 04038

PH 207-839-6072PH 207-839-6072
sales@villagebuildersmaine.com

Willis 
Real 

Estate

2022 GORHAM REAL ESTATE 
MARKET BY THE NUMBERS

www.willisrealestate.com
 willisteam@willisrealestate.com

207-839-3390

Number of Single Family Homes Sold - 226
Median Days on the Market - 6
Median Sales Price - $450,000

Most Expensive Single Family Sale - $926,000 

On Average homes are selling for almost
4% over the original asking price!

Survey Invitation: 
Public Input Needed 

for Robie Park
Desired Uses &
Improvements

The Town of Gorham is in the process 
of updating the Robie Park Master Plan, 
and is seeking public input regarding 
desired uses and improvements for the 
park. Citizens can complete the survey 
online at https://69e6.short.gy/ah2TtC.

Public input will be shared with the 
Robie Park Master Plan Steering
Committee as the Master Plan process 
moves forward. 

The Town will be collecting surveys 
until Friday, January 27, 2023 at 4pm.

My aim, with this article, is to give 

folks a “head’s up” regarding 

access to routine veterinary care. 

I hope it will help owners budget 

for their pets’ possible needs. 

A new outdoor classroom at the 
high school and a new storybook 
walk are among the projects recent-
ly completed in Gorham by the 
Presumpscot Regional Land Trust.

The Land Trust and Gorham 
High School collaborated to 
create an outdoor classroom 
at  Frazier Preserve, adjacent to 
the high school.  Catherine Paul, 
an English  teacher at Gorham 
High  School, provided leadership 
in this project. 

Paul said, “We created outdoor seat-
ing so teachers can  feel comfortable 
incorporating the outdoors into their 
teaching.” Students, teachers, and Land 
Trust staff worked together  to decide 
on a location and develop a plan for 
the classroom. The Land Trust was 
grateful to collaborate with Gorham 
High School staff and students to cre-

Solution on Page 11

News from the Land Trust
Chris Crawford, Staff Writer

ate a beautiful outdoor space for 
learning.

At Hawkes Preserve, near Great 
Falls School, a new book has been 
installed called Winter Dance by 
Marion Dane Bauer. The story fol-
lows a fox as he learns how different 
animals prepare for winter. Enjoy a 
walk along the beautiful Presumpscot 
River to discover what happens to the 
fox. The Land Trust thanks partners 
at United Way for the story walk and 
board member, Mikki vanSummern 
for installing the latest book.

The Land Trust has great win-
ter trails for hiking, with parking 
even when there are snowbanks. All 
the best trails and preserves can be 
found on the Presumpscot Regional 
Land Trust website at www.prlt.org. 
Remember to dress warmly, in layers, 
and please leave no trace.

Photo credit: Presumpscott Land Trust

The Gorham Times is seeking a distribution person
to take over our "Western Route"

120 papers to 12 businesses,
along Ossipee Trail (Route 25).

Email: gorhamtimes@gmail.com for more info.
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Meet the Town Staff:
Kenny Fickett, Fire Chief

Kenny Fickett , Gorham’s fire chief 
has lived in Gorham all his life. He 
joined the Fire Department, 48 years 
ago at age 17 and started driving fire 
trucks his senior year in high school. 
In 2001, he was appointed the full-
time deputy chief and 20 years later, 
in 2021, he became Gorham’s full-
time Fire Chief. 

Maine’s Emergency Services pro-
gram contracted with the Town of 
Gorham to be one of three locations 
in Cumberland County to spearhead 
a program to get first responders 
vaccinated against COVID-19 and 
Fickett agreed to oversee the pro-
gram. The Town was paid $16.38 
per shot. Payment for a second shot 
was $28.00. Fickett saw this as an 
opportunity to increase the number 
of people vaccinated, hoping they 
would then be safe from COVID-19.

After all Fire and Rescue 
Department members were vaccinat-
ed, Fickett moved on to offer vaccina-
tions to the public. From December 
2020-March 2021, more than 2400 
shots were provided to the general 
public. But getting vaccines was dif-
ficult as they often were sent to 
more populous areas. Paramedics 
and emergency medical technicians 
(EMTs) associated with the Fire 
Department gave the shots and did 
the extensive paperwork involved 
to receive reimbursement. All of this 
work went on in the middle of the 
pandemic when many people were 
out with COVID. To date the Town is 
still owed approximately $30,000 for 
the work Fickett and his staff did to 
get people vaccinated. 

Sheri Faber, Staff Writer

Fickett remembers many of the 
fires that have occurred during his 
years with the Fire Department:

In 1975 the North Gorham Library 
burned, losing the roof and with 
books falling on firefighters as they 
fought the blaze. 

A fire on Rust Farm killed 90 cows 
with the Fire Department there for 30 
hours pumping water on the fire. 

A man living on Fort  Hill Road, 
where Gordon Farms is now located, 
died in front of his wood stove as his 
house burned down. 

In March, 2010, a fire at 8 Newell 
Street in the Little Falls area at the 
intersection of routes 202 and 237 at 
the home of Ron and Darlene Meserve 
could be seen from as far away as the 
USM campus. The Fire Department 
received permission from Central Maine 
Power to “dump the grid” shutting down 
power to approximately 5,000 homes in 
the area for forty minutes so firefighters 
could raise ladders to the upper stories 
of the house and barn, both old build-
ings which were fully engaged by fire.  

In 2016, a fire on College Avenue 
which destroyed an historic old house 
was believed to be started by steel 
wool and batteries rubbing together in 
the trash. The house has been rebuilt 
and now has eight apartment units.  

On August 9, 2022, a fire started 
in an electrical panel in the front of 
a barn on Flaggy Meadow Road. Only 
six cows were lost as all the others 
were outside at the time of the fire. 
The Fire Department was able to save 
two houses, the garage, silos and the 
milking room. The remaining cows 
were sent to another dairy farm. 

Real Estate Transfers October 2022
ADDRESS
21 ELM STREET #1
18 WINTERGREEN DRIVE
41 SHAMROCK DRIVE
10 FRANKLIN DRIVE
73 FALCON CREST DR, UNIT 3
19 COTTAGE COURT #7
9 LONGMEADOW DRIVE
10 HURRICANE ROAD
777 FORT HILL ROAD
13 NATALEE DRIVE
49 HART'S WAY
53 COUNTY ROAD
19 BRADFORD DRIVE
MITCHEL HILL ROAD
171 STATE STREET
19 NATALEE DRIVE UNIT 4
4 KARTER DRIVE, UNIT 22
16 DONNA STREET
18 HILLVIEW ROAD
386 FORT HILL ROAD
134 SEBAGO LAKE ROAD
52 BROOKWOOD DRIVE
5 SEBAGO LAKE ROAD
17 NATALEE DRIVE #3

BUYER
AMATO, MICHELLE & SEAN
VIKA, RODRIGO & SAMUEL, MABIBI
KNIGHT, GREGORY & DANIELLE
MERCIER, MICHAEL & NOELLE
MALKAMES, ANDREW & JAMIE
MORAVA, BRETT
LUND ZEIGLER, MICHAEL & MELISSA
TROUT, JONATHAN
ARQUETTE, EDIS & RODRIQUWZ
SANSOUCY, SIMONE
CONROE, JOHN & ROBIN
CENTERPOINT CHURCH OF PORTLAND
PORTER, DANIEL & AMANDA
CCRE
MILAZZO, COLE & KAITLYN
CHATELAIN, MIREILLE
HUTCHINS, JOHN IV
BIZIMANA, JOSEPH
RENGA, IAN & KATHERINE
HAYWARD, CHARLES & KUZMAN
BROWN, NETTA & PERKINDS, TODD
RODERICK, AMANDA
PAULIN, KIMBERLY
CADY, ADRIENNE

        PRICE
$314,000 
$440,000 
$545,000 
$251,000 
$645,650 
$435,000 
$350,000 
$368,000 
$370,000 
$460,850 
$830,000 
$500,000 
$590,000 
$109,000 
$395,000 
$446,000 
$512,575 
$475,000 
$481,000 
$525,000 
$260,000 
$360,000 
$350,000 
$460,775 

SELLER
KEAST, HEATHER
WRIGLEY, NATHAN & BRIANA
ST. CYR, KRISTINA & RAYMOND
SOTIROPOULOS, ANGELO
COTTAGE ADVISORS, ME LLC
GRAHAM, CATHERINE
ASHLEY PIKE TRUST
SMITH, SHAWN & KELLY
TARDIF, CRYSTAL
ROBIE HOLDINGS, LLC
O'BRIEN, MICHAEL
SUMMIT COMMUNIT CHURCH
WHITE HOUSE, SPENCER & DOYON
MIRANDA, DANIELA & CASCO, WILSON
MCNEIL, CONNOR & CORINNE
ROBIE HOLDINGS, LLC
ROBIE HOLDINGS, LLC
DIONNE, DAVID & KIMBERLEY
BCM NOMINEE TRUST
FLYNN, JOSHUA & JENNIFER
PERKINS, BRUCE
KNIGHT, TRACIE
PREBLE, DUANE
ROBIE HOLDINGS, LLC

Photo credit: Roger Marchand

SCHOOL

SOPO Police Officers Join 
GHS Forensics Class
Aislyn McLean, GHS Student Intern 

South Portland Police officers were 
invited to join students in a newly-
implemented CSI forensics class at 
Gorham High School just before winter 
break. Detective 
Lieutenant Chris 
Todd and Evidence 
Tech. Jesse Peasley 
first came to GHS 
in late November 
of 2022 when the 
school hosted a 
Science X Day for 
students interest-
ed in science-relat-
ed occupations. 

During their 
return, the pair 
was joined by 
patrol Sergeant Jay Sutton, father 
to one of the students in class. 
His daughter, along with all of 
her classmates, have been learning 
about various topics in forensics 
science such as crime scene evalu-
ation, observation skills, differing 
types of evidence, fingerprinting 
and DNA testing, etc.

Using their three specialities, the 
officers discussed investigation pro-
cesses from start to finish and how 
forensics science is involved. One 
example followed an old case of 
Sergeant Sutton in which he was 
the first responder to the scene. He 

and the class talked through the case, 
evaluating his duties and responsibil-
ities. Sutton explained that Detective 
Lieutenant Todd arrived later with 

his supporting 
detectives, which 
eventually led to 
a call bringing in 
Evidence Tech 
Peasley. Peasley 
described how 
evidence was col-
lected and con-
nected it to topics 
the class had been 
practicing. 

The officers 
provided a great 
space and oppor-

tunity for students to see real life 
applications of forensics. “It was 
really cool hearing directly from 
professionals working in this kind 
of field. It tied everything we have 
been learning together and gave us 
lots of insight as to what these jobs 
are really like,” reported junior GHS 
student Jacob Mora. Sutton, Tood, 
and Peasley additionally proved that 
Hollywood doesn’t always portray 
CSI or police affairs accurately. The 
officers plan to come back and join 
the next forensics class during the 
second semester of the school year 
which begins in late January.

“It was really cool hearing directly 

from professionals working in this 

kind of field. It tied everything

we have been learning together 

and gave us lots of insight as to 

what these jobs are really like” 

GHS STUDENT JACOB MORA

You're in the Know.
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Team@KeithNicely.com

RealEstateDoneNicely.com

Gorham Girls Varsity Basketball 
Team Off to a Big Start
Katie Brown, Sports Editor 

On Jan. 3, the Girls Varsity Basketball 
team celebrated Coach Laughn 
Berthiaume’s 200th career win with the 
Rams. The milestone was achieved v. 
Noble on their homecourt in a land-
slide 72-17 win. Two days later the lady 
Rams handled Falmouth by a double-
digit margin @ Falmouth. On Saturday, 
Jan. 7 the team beat a .500 Bonny Eagle 
team at the buzzer, after being down 10 
points. 

The Rams have had a sensational 
week. They go into their next contest 
with a 6-2 record. They hope to keep 
their stride going into games against a 
0.44% South Portland team and a strong 
9-1 Thornton Academy Team. Junior, 
Ellie Gay is the only starting returning 
player and is putting up big numbers 
this season. Six other returning varsity 
players are key contributors too. This 
team is quick and fun to watch. 

The typical Gorham Girls basketball 
season consists of 18 regular season 
games and five non-countable exhibi-
tion games. This program also competes 
in one or more preseason tournaments 
as a means of preparing for the regular 
season. One of these tournaments takes 
place in Fort Kent, home to Coach 
Berthiaume and Assistant Coaches Neile 
Nelson and Aaron Ouellet. 

With the calendar flipped to 2023, the 
post season action will be in our sights 
soon, with the focus on the high school 
basketball tournament. The Rams are 
the SMAA Regional defending champs. 

Following a win v. Scarborough, 
Coach Berthiaume shared with the 
Portland Press “It’s a great group,” 
Berthiaume said. “They want to learn, 
and they work hard. I think we’ll get 
better. The team has a lot of room to 
grow, and they want to, so I’m really 
excited.” He continued, “The schedule 
is very good for us, having challenging 
games late in the season. We’ll find out 
how much we’ve learned, and we’ll get 
ready for a playoff run.”

The Girls Basketball program has rep-
resented the community of Gorham for 
the past decade with state champion 
wins in 2015-16 and 2016-17, in addi-
tion, State Runners up - Southern Maine 
Regional Champions in 2017-18 and 
2021-22 seasons. 

The Rams enjoyed back-to-back 
undefeated seasons in 2015-16 and 
2016-17, when they captured the first 
two AA State Championships. Coach 
Berthiaume has coached 6 Division I 
players at GHS. This is his 16th season 
as head coach. 

Photo credit: Colleen Heal

Continued on Page 7

SPORTSElementary Schools Continue to 
Support and Motivate Students 

Much has been written nationally 
about the effects of the pandemic on 
students’ learning and motivation. 
There are many articles and television 
documentaries with concerns about the 
academic losses that students have suf-
fered and the challenges that public 
education is enduring at this time.

In Gorham, teachers and staff are 
meeting these challenges directly and 
head-on.  Staff is committed to continu-
ing the positive atmosphere, climate 
of positivity, and learning structures to 
support the students in their care.

The Gorham community has always 
been proud and supportive of their 
schools and teachers.   Teachers work 
diligently to meet their students’ needs 
and connect with families in supportive 
and collegial ways. If you ride by any 
of the elementary schools early in the 
morning or late into the day or on a 
Sunday afternoon, you might be sur-
prised to see ten to twelve cars in the 
parking lots.   These are teachers plan-
ning, organizing, and creating activities 
for their classrooms.  The teachers are 
incredibly committed to their students.

Each elementary principal was 
asked about some of the ways that 
teachers are supporting students right 
now. Following are examples from each 
building, knowing that there are dozens 
of other daily occurrences in each build-
ing. In the next several editions, we will 

continue to highlight examples of ways 
that teachers and staff are motivating and 
supporting their students each day.

At Great Falls, Mrs. Fortier said that 
the New Year’s message is, “Kindness 
is the way to be in 2023!  Stay positive 
and focus on ways you can be kind 
each and every day throughout the new 
year!”  The Great Falls community con-
tinues to build a positive spirit daily 
by working together teaching, model-
ing, and supporting the code of con-
duct, symbolized by the five characters, 
Ricky the Respectful Raccoon, Billy the 
Responsibility Bunny, Olly the Honest 
Octopus, Kiki the Compassionate 
Kangaroo and Carlos the Courageous 
Crocodile. The portrayal of these char-
acters by staff members is a fun way to 
bring the principles of the code of con-
duct to life.

At Narragansett School, Mrs. Eppler 
reported that “Third Grade teacher 
Stephanie O’Donnell has gone above 
and beyond by creating Kids Connect 
Clubs for students by recruiting staff and 
community volunteers to donate their 
time and talents to host before school 
clubs.  In this setting, students can con-
nect with each other while enjoying fun 
activities of their choice. 

Mrs. O’Donnell has been supporting 
students in and out of the classroom for 
years and, as a Gorham resident, is com-
mitted to working with families and the 

Michael Lortie, School News Editor

Carlos the Courageous Crocodile, 
Ricky the Respectful Raccoon, Kiki the 
Compassionate Kangaroo, Billy the 
Responsibility Bunny, and Olly the Honest 
Octopus bring the Code of Conduct to life  
Great Falls Elementary School

Photo credit: Rhonda Perkins, Secretary, Great Falls School 

Continued on Page 7

Photo credit: Erin Eppler, Principal, Narragansett School

Ninety-five Narragansett students participated 
in the fall session of Kids Connect clubs, 
enjoying a variety of activities. Pictured above, 
first graders Watson Keene, Finnian Hartnett, 
Robbie Johnson and a parent volunteer enjoy 
Kids Connect Game Club - 
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Osher School of Music Faculty Concert Series Continued from Page 1

Looking for a side gig?
We've got the answer for you...

Gorham School Dining
Services is Hiring Subs!

Work while your kids are in school
and have off when they have off!

No experience necessary!
Opportunity for advancement!

Lunch is on us!

Apply at www.gorhamschools.org

Reiki Healing
in Gorham!

Reiki promotes holistic healing
at the cellular level by enhancing 

the natural ability of the body
 to heal itself, and supports mental, 

physical, emotional and
spiritual wellbeing. 

Treat your whole wellbeing
by experiencing the

many benefits of Reiki!

stress reduction
increase clarity

calmness 
relaxation

enhanced mood

 
FMI: contact Sherri French

heal2transform@gmail.com
207-318-8049

HOLISTIC HEALING
Transformation

88 State Street, 1st floor, Gorham
holistichealingtransformation.com

In the fall of 1995, Mr. Howard Davis 
of Falmouth, who also had an interest 
in pipe organs, became aware of USM’s 
efforts to restore and install the Sexton 
organs. Following his untimely death, 
the Davis Family Foundation agreed 
to fund the restoration of the concert 
instrument in his memory. The David E. 
Wallace & Company Pipe Organ Builders 
of Gorham has been responsible for the 
organ’s renovation and installation.

The concert program is described 
here by Murphy-Mancini:

“The program investigates the varia-
tion form throughout the history of 
the organ’s repertoire. There might be 
something about the organ that makes 
composers want to write variations–
unlike most other instruments, the 
organ’s design includes a wide variety 
of timbres and pitch levels without the 
need to extend the basic playing tech-
nique. It’s almost like a little orchestra 
for one, so perhaps there is a natural 
marriage between easily changed sound 
qualities and the alteration of a basic 
musical idea.”

“Nowadays, playing variations gives 
audiences who might not be familiar 
with how an organ works the oppor-
tunity to hear all of the tonal combi-
nations that are possible. I started my 
repertoire selection with one of the 
greatest sets of variations ever writ-
ten: the  Passacaglia and Fugue in C 
minor by Johann Sebastian Bach. This 
work presents 20 continuous variations 
over the same bass line, but Bach ups 
the ante by then composing a fugue 
using the bass line plus an additional, 

new subject not yet heard in the piece. 
From there, I branched out, selecting 
music by some of Bach’s predecessors 
(who may have inspired his Passacaglia) 
and those who bear Bach’s influence.”

“While the organ is not as popu-
lar today as it once was, great com-
posers still write beautiful music for 
the instrument. We should be seeking 
out the music of living composers to 
broaden our taste and to increase our 
appreciation of the greats by hearing 
their continuing impact.”

Justin Murphy-Mancini came to the 
Osher School of Music in the fall of 
2022. He began studying piano at an 
early age before quickly developing 
parallel interests in the double bass 
and the organ. These early experi-
ences led to an interest in composi-
tion, which was nurtured by his early 
mentor Nicolas Scherzinger. Justin is 
a graduate of Oberlin College and 
Conservatory of Music, where he 
earned degrees in historical perfor-
mance, organ, composition, and phi-
losophy. His principal teachers includ-
ed Jack Mitchener, Webb Wiggins, 
Marie-Louise Langlais, Steven Plank, 
and Catharina Meints. He earned a 
Ph.D. in composition at the University 
of California, San Diego, where he was 
mentored by Katharina Rosenberger, 
Rand Steiger, and Natacha Diels.

For those needing special accom-
modations to participate fully in this 
program, contact the Music Box Office 
at (207) 780-5555.  Hearing impaired: 
call USM’s telex / TDD number (207) 
780-5646.

performing in “Mary Poppins,” her last 
GHS musical. 

COVID-19 is still having an impact 
on cast numbers, but director Joshua 
Hurd was flexible in adapting to what he 
had to work with. While this show typi-
cally calls for a larger cast of around 40, 
GHS will be performing it with a group 
of roughly 20 high schoolers and two 
middle schoolers, playing the children. 

“Everyone has come together to make 
this show as good as it is,” said Downey, 
“despite the fact that many people are 
relatively new to theater.”

The show is sure to be a very exciting 
one. "During several scenes, Mary and/
or Bert have to fly, which is a new chal-
lenge to work through for the cast and 
crew." They have also decided to use 
the original Broadway choreography for 
“Supercalifragilisticexpialidocious.”  

“Mary Poppins” will be performed in 
the GHS auditorium during the first two 
weekends of next month. The dates are 
as follows: Fridays; Feb. 3 and 10 at 7 
p.m., Saturdays; Feb. 4 and 11 at 7 p.m., 
and Sundays; Feb. 5 and 12 at 2 p.m. 
Tickets are selling fast, so mark your cal-
endars and get excited to watch what is 
sure to be an incredible show. 

GHS Theater Preparing to Present Mary Poppins Continued from Page 1

The success of the program is a testa-
ment to Coach Berthiaume and his assis-
tant coaches Neile Nelson and Aaron 
Oulette. Congratulations to the coach 
on his 200th career win. 

Gorham Girls Varsity
Basketball Team Off to a 
Big Start Continued from Page 6

Photo credit: Colleen Heal

All Coaches post game of the 200th win

Photo credit: Colleen Heal

Game ball handover from Co-Captain Ellie Gay

Photo credit: Colleen Heal

Congratulatory handshake from Athletic 
Director Timothy Spear

community to create unique opportuni-
ties for students at Narragansett.” 

Mrs. Mezzanotti stated that “Village 
School started the school year by read-
ing, “The Energy Bus” by Jon Gordon. 
“The Energy Bus” features five rules for 
staying positive and overcoming chal-
lenges. Ms. Mezzanotte and Mrs. Fotter 
have monthly assemblies highlighting 
the rules to help motivate students.  In 
the book, the bus driver, Joy, encour-
ages George, the main character,  to fill 
his tank with positive energy throughout 
his school day. She teaches him to say, 
“I am ready for a great day. I believe in 
myself. I trust that I will accomplish my 
goals and dreams.” This positive self-talk 
gives George the tools to have a great 
day, every day, no matter what comes 
his way.”

The teachers and staff of the Gorham 
Schools are fully committed to motivat-
ing students to succeed each day and 
teaching students the skills necessary 
for life.  

Elementary Schools
Continue to Support and 
Motivate Students
Continued from Page 6

Photo credit: Christine Karcanes, SAIL Program

At Village School, The Energy Bus teaches 
students how to fill their tanks with positive 
energy.
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(207) 839-3300

PogoRealty.com

39 Main Street

GORHAM

1 COVENTRY DR, LIMINGTON 
This bank owned 3BR home will be 
hitting the market soon. Sitting on 1 acre, 
just over the Hollis line. A rear garage 
door gives access out to the fenced in 
yard. Finish over the garage for more liv-
ing space or in the full dry basement.

Julie Chandler

Mike Griffin

Peter Mason

Realtors® Helping You 
Buy or Sell Real Estate!

Benjamin Taylor

STANDISH $859,000 - This 
custom-built contemporary style ranch 
is perfect for single-floor living. The 
secluded 4 acre parcel is lined with 
gorgeous stone walls and a sweeping 
driveway which leads to this private 
residence.

GORHAM $135,000 - Welcome to 
JDP Estates! Lots ranging in size from 
1.76 acres to 5.45 acres. Survey and 
soils tests are available. Flat and level 
lots with usable rectangular configura-
tions that are easy to work with for 
your next project. A country setting, 
10 min from the Village.

GORHAM $620,000 - This 3 
bedroom/2.5-bathoom cottage style 
colonial features a sunlit open floor 
plan with 9-foot ceilings and fully ap-
plianced kitchen with gas range. The 
2nd floor offers a spacious primary 
bedroom with multiple closets.

LOTS starting @ $130,000 - 
Buxton’s newest neighborhood offering 
building lots ranging in size from 2.5 
acres to 8 acres. Many different settings 
ranging from gorgeous rolling meadow 
lots to private wooded sites…8 lots left.

GORHAM $160,000 - Up on the 
knoll of this 9.86ac Mighty St lot you’ll 
have a beautiful building window. 
North Branch of Little River runs thru 
the back corner of the lot & power 
lines along the right side for your 
snowmobiling access.

GORHAM $130,000 - The lot 
has been surveyed, iron corner pins 
set, septic design available & driveway 
entrance culvert is in place. Ready for 
you to pull your building permit & start 
building. Features 150’ of road frontage 
on a paved public road.

GORHAM $139,900 - Newly 
installed 2022 Eagle River Home, 
kitchen, 2 BRs, 1.5 baths, living room, 
dining & laundry areas. Energy efficient 
w/updated energy package with added 
insulation. Economical LP gas FHA, 200 
amp service.

NEW

SOLD UNDER CONTRACT

COMING SOON UNDER CONTRACT

UNDER CONTRACT

PRESIDENTIAL SCHOLAR
Samantha Files, Southern New Hampshire University
Samantha Harmon, Southern New Hampshire University
Aaron Jones, Clarkson University

DEAN’S LIST
Isabella Carrier, Stonehill College, Easton, Massachusetts
Ryanne Cox, Lehigh University, Bethlehem, Pennsylvania
Sadie Dyer, University of New Hampshire
Gabrielle Kurchin, Manchester, New Hampshire
Kyle Ouillette, Springfield College, Springfield, Massachusetts
Delaney Seed, Springfield College, Springfield, Massachusetts
Sara Slager, University of Wisconsin-Madison, Madison, Wisconsin
 
OF INTEREST
Climate Action: What Maine Towns are Doing - the third in a free film and discussion 
series by the Climate Caretakers. Fellowship Hall at First Parish Church, 1 Church St.  
Friday, Jan. 27, 6:30. Please join us.    

Wednesday Walk at Black Brook Preserve - Join the Presumpscot Regional Land Trust on 
Wed., Feb. 1 at 10 a.m. for a new monthly series called Wednesday Walks. Each month 
participants will go to a new preserve, this month to the Black Brook Preserve in Windham. 
The Black Brook Preserve trail network has rolling hills, mature trees, and brooks, along 
with a variety of wildlife. The trails are a good location for bird-watching and enjoying the 
historic charm of Windham. Learn about local flora and fauna along the way. Wednesday 
Walks are held monthly; they last about 1.5 hours and include about two miles of walk-
ing. An adult program, the event is free, but space is limited, and registration is required at 
www.prlt.org/events

Gorham Rec’s Walking Club takes place Monday through Friday from 8 to 9 a.m. in 
Shaw Gym (75 South St, Gorham). This free program allows residents a safe space to 
walk indoors during the winter months. 16 1/2 laps around the gym is equal to 1 mile. If 
you have any questions regarding the program please contact Jennifer Kenneally at jken-
neally@gorham.me.us.

The Gorham Food Pantry, located at 299-B Main St. (parking lot of St. Anne’s Catholic 
Church) is open every Thursday morning from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. and is free for any 
Gorham resident in need. FMI, 222-4351, visit https:www.gorhamfoodpantry.org or mes-
sage us on Facebook at Gorham Food Pantry Friends.

The Gorham Medical Closet located at the Municipal Center 75 South St is free and avail-
able to Gorham residents in need of wheelchairs, shower seats, commodes, walkers, 
canes, crutches and more. Hours are by appointment with a volunteer. Call Gerry Day at 
(207) 756-2210 and she will connect you with a volunteer.

COMMUNITY

The Mission of Hope Clothes Closet is open the first and third Saturday of each month 
from 9 a.m. to 12 noon at Cressey Road United Methodist Church on Cressey Road to 
anyone who needs clothing. They have all types and sizes, and many winter coats.

The Westbrook-Gorham Rotary Club Charities was selected as beneficiary of the Hannaford 
Community Bag Program for January at the Westbrook Hannaford location. The Charity 
will receive a $1 donation every time the $2.50 Hannaford Community Bag is purchased. A 
Giving Tag is attached to each bag with other giving options for the customer. The Rotary 
Club serves the Westbrook and Gorham Communities in a variety of ways. Learn more at 
wgrotary.org.  

The Gorham Knights of Columbus host another Free Throw Competition for kids from 9 to 
14 at the Shaw Gym basketball court on Saturday, Jan. 28, from 3:30 – 5 p.m. One winner 
and a runner-up will be selected from each age group. Each participant is given 15 chances 
at successfully completing free throws. The winners have the opportunity to participate in the 
state championship on Saturday, March 11, at the Old Town High School Gym, with the run-
ners up as alternates. Sign-ups in Gorham take place on the day of the event, participation is 
free. Participants need to bring proof of birthdate. FMI: Mike Chabot, (207) 400-1814.

Last call for eco-Excellence Award nominations, accepted through Jan. 31, 2023. 
Nominees can be businesses, schools, nonprofits, municipalities or staff, or individuals 
and will be selected based on the effectiveness, increased awareness, community impact, 
and ease of replication of their sustainability programs or initiatives. Preference will be 
given to nominees in the areas of sustainable waste management, recycling, composting, 
etc. Nominees may live in any one of ecomaine’s communities (like Gorham). Preference 
will be given to nominees in the areas of sustainable waste management, recycling, 
composting, etc. Submissions will be judged by ecomaine’s Outreach and Recycling 
Committee and awarded on Feb. 9, 2023. Nominations are accepted through Jan. 31, 
2023. Find the nomination form at https://www.ecomaine.org/tours-andeducational-out-
reach/eco-excellence-awards/

SENIOR NEWS
The Lecky Brown Senior Center at First Parish Church has reopened after the COVID-19 
hiatus. Gather for Cribbage on Mondays at 10 a.m., all levels are welcome. Several differ-
ent versions are being played. Join the Originals guest speaker program on Wednesday at 
10 a.m. Upcoming Yellow Dot signups, American Chestnut Restoration, FIRST Robotics, 
Maine Button Society, and more. Stay tuned for more upcoming events and activities. The 
group looks forward to meeting you. Contact Lisa Becker at Leckybrowncenter@gmail.
com for more information. 

Senior Meal Site is held on Wednesdays at 12 p.m., St. Anne’s Church, 299 Main St. 
Social time begins at 11:30 a.m. Suggested donation is $4. Meal site is closed if school 

Continued on Page 10
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347 Main St., Suite 1A • Gorham, Maine 04038
839-8400 • www.villagehearing.com

Audiology Services and Hearing Aids 
Shannon Phinney Dowdle, Audiologist 

Now Hiring 
Laborers
with CDL

Screened Loam
& Reclaim

Delivered or Loaded

839-7955
www.shawearthworks.com

BUSINESS DIRECTORY
Smith Insurance Solutions
LIFE  HEALTH  GROUP  MEDICARE  ACCIDENT  CRITICAL ILLNESS

I work with individuals and small 
businesses to ensure they have the 
coverage they need when they need it 
most. I also work with those eligible for 
Medicare to ensure they have the best 
protection for their healthcare needs.Erika Smith

(207) 572-0598  |  SMITHINSURANCESOLUTIONS@GMAIL.COM

Don Roy Violins
New and Used Instruments

Repairs / Set Ups / Cleaning

207-899-5333
Gorham, Maine

donroy@maine.rr.com • www.donroyonline.com

Kathee Williams
Local 883-8474
1-800-439-8474
www.mobilehomebroker.com

is closed or delayed due to such reasons as weather. For updates on the meal and dates 
open/closed, visit gorhamrec.com or call 222-1635. 

PUBLIC SUPPERS
St. Anne’s Fish Dinner - The St. Anne’s Knights of Columbus will hold a drive-through Fish 
Dinner on Friday, Jan. 20, 2022, from 5 to 6 p.m. at St. Anne’s Church in Gorham. Dinner 
includes baked haddock, mashed potatoes, coleslaw, peas, a roll, and dessert for $12. No 
seated service at this time. FMI, visit https://www.gorhamknights.org or call 207-653-9506.

Living Waters Church will host a Haddock Supper Buffet on Saturday, Jan. 28 at 5 p.m. 
Suggested donation is $8 adult, $4 child, $20 family. Face masks suggested for those 
who are not vaccinated, hand sanitizer is available. Takeout option available. Parker Farm 
Road, Buxton. 

LIBRARY NEWS
At the North Gorham Public Library, weekly story time with songs and crafts is open to 
children and their caregivers at 10 a.m. every Wednesday. The library is open on Mondays 
from 3 – 5:30 p.m., Wednesdays from 10 – 11:30 a.m. and 6 – 8 p.m., Thursdays from 
3 – 5:30 p.m., and Saturdays from 9:30 a.m. to 1 p.m. Visit http://www.north-gorham.lib.
me.us/ and https://facebook.com/northgorhampubliclibrary/

Baxter Memorial Library serves families with the Baby Discovery Time (birth-18 mos.), 
theToddler Discovery Time (18mos.-3yrs), and the Family Discovery time (ages 2-5). 
Children aged 7 and up are welcome to attend the Sewing Club. Children under 8 years 
old must have a parent or other caregiver in attendance. Follow the Gorham Times 
calendar to schedule these events for your family. On Wed., Jan. 25 at 6 p.m., meet 
Elizabeth Macalaster, author of “War Pigeons: They Got Their Messages Through” and Jon 

Christopher Pidhajecky DDS
347 Main Street

Gorham, ME 04038

207.839.3006

www.gorhamdentistry.com

NEW PATIENTS
ALWAYS

WELCOMED

Bernhard, pigeon hobbyist featuring live local homing pigeons he has raised. On Thurs., 
Jan. 26, the Book Club will discuss “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik Backman. Learn more 
at baxterlibrary.org.

UNIVERSITY OF SOUTHERN MAINE NOTES
Welcome back USM students from winter break. Here’s to a new and productive semester!

The Art Gallery will host an opening reception for an exhibition of works by artists Kate 
Cheney Chappell and Annie Lee Zimerele on Thursday, Jan. 26 at 6 p.m. The exhibition 
spans book arts and other primarily 2D mixed-media. The central themes of the exhibition, 
called “Hidden Stories,” are identity and loss. The colorful and engaging artworks speak to 
resilience. Learn more at https://usm.maine.edu/gallery/hidden-stories/ 

The Osher School of Music Faculty Concert Series features artist faculty member in 
organ Justin Murphy-Mancini presenting a program of organ music from past and pres-
ent exploring the many possibilities of variation form. The concert shows off the sonic 
capabilities of the Corthell Concert Hall organ. Friday, Jan. 27 at 7:30 p.m. Tickets are 
$10/$15. Earlier that same day, the Visiting Artist Series presents a free master class 
with world-class classical guitarist Pepe Romero, in collaboration with the Portland 
Symphony Orchestra. Along with several other performances coming right up, find all 
the information at https://usm.maine.edu/music/events. The Summer Youth Music and 
Theatre Camps registration opens on Feb. 1 at 9 a.m. Be there, https://usm.maine.edu/
osher-school-music/youth/. 

Find out what’s happening this spring in USM Theatre at https://usm.maine.edu/theatre, 
(207) 780-5151, and USM Athletics at https://southernmainehuskies.com/. More of what’s 
happening at USM can be found at https://usm.maine.edu/news/. 

Community Continued from Page 8
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CALENDAR
THURSDAY, JANUARY 19
Gorham Food Pantry, open 10 a.m. to Noon.
Baxter Memorial Library 
		 Toddler Discovery Time (18mos-3yrs), 10 – 10:30 a.m.
		 Sewing Club (7 and up), 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
Osher School of Music, Thomas Parchman, clarinet and Chiharu Naruse, piano, Corthell 

Concert Hall, 7:30 p.m., $10/$5. 

FRIDAY, JANUARY 20
St. Anne’s Fish Dinner, 5 – 6 p.m., $12

SATURDAY, JANUARY 21
Mission of Hope Clothes Closet, 9 a.m. to Noon, Cressey Road Church.

TUESDAY, JANUARY 24
Baxter Memorial Library Family Discovery Time (ages 2-5), 10 – 10:45 a.m. 

WEDNESDAY, JANUARY 25
North Gorham Public Library, Story Time for children and caregivers, 10 a.m. 
Baxter Memorial Library 
		 Baby Discovery Time (birth-18mos), 9:30 – 9:50 a.m. 
		 War Pigeons: They Got Their Messages Through, 6 p.m.
 
THURSDAY, JANUARY 26
Gorham Food Pantry, open 10 a.m. to Noon, St. Anne’s Parking Lot.
Baxter Memorial Library 
	 Toddler Discovery Time (18mos-3yrs), 10 – 10:30 a.m.
		 Book Club: “A Man Called Ove” by Fredrik Backman, 10:15 a.m. 
		 Sewing Club (7 and up), 2:30 – 4:30 p.m.
University of Southern Maine Art Gallery, Opening Reception “Hidden Stories,” 6 p.m.

FRIDAY, JANUARY 27
Osher School of Music
	 Pepe Romero Classical Guitar Master Class, 2 – 5 p.m., Corthell Concert Hall, Free.
	 Faculty Concert Series: Justin Murphy-Mancini, Corthell Concert Hall, $15/$10.
Climate Action: What Maine Towns are Doing – First Parish Church, 6:30 p.m.

SATURDAY, JANUARY 28
Gorham Knights of Columbus, Free Throw Competition, 3:30 - 5 p.m., Shaw Gym.
Living Waters Church, Haddock Supper Buffet, 5 p.m., $8/$4/$20. 

TUESDAY, JANUARY 31
Baxter Memorial Library Family Discovery Time (ages 2-5), 10 – 10:45 a.m. 
Eco-Excellence Award nomination deadline. 
	 https://www.ecomaine.org/tours-andeducational-outreach/eco-excellence-awards/

WEDNESDAY, FEBRUARY 1
North Gorham Public Library, Story Time for children and caregivers, 10 a.m. 
Baxter Memorial Library, Baby Discovery Time (birth-18mos), 9:30 – 9:50 a.m.
Presumpscott Regional Land Trust, Walk at Black Brook Preserve, 10 a.m.

CLASSIF IEDS
FOR SALE
Snowmobile Package: 2 sleds, 2 covers and trailer. $7500. 2000 Polaris 600 and 2006 
Polaris 700. Both long bench touring sleds. Very comfortable, reliable and well powered 
sleds at an affordable price. Contact Leo 860-729-1522.

FOR KIDS AND PETS
The Summer Youth Music and Theatre Camps at the University of Southern Maine 
registration opens on Wednesday, Feb. 1 at 9 a.m. Five unique summer camps for 
grades 5 - 12 on the Gorham campus. Easy online registration. Register early. 
https://usm.maine.edu/osher-school-music/youth, loria@maine.edu, 207-780-5142

SMALL DOG CARE - We offer a safe haven for small dog breeds in our ranch home 
with a fenced backyard dog safe home with leather furniture.  NO crates or gates here.  
This is just a home away from home.  We offer affection, play time and socialization.  
Fully insured, 16 years of experience. Located in Standish. Pups must be current with 
vaccinations. Only 4 dogs allowed at a time. Discounts offered for pups staying longer 
than 10 days. Contact Lorie text or call 207-838-0132 www.petsittinginmaine2.com

Use Seal 'N Heal on dogs and cats to seal wounds with a bitter taste to prevent gnawing 
and allow healing. Can be found at Tractor Supply or www.fleabeacon.com

Courtesy of the Gorham Police Department

Osborne Road caller thought her iPad had 
been stolen. She really wanted someone to 
come out and check her property because 
she thought she could hear kids in the area 
and she thought they might have come into 
the house and taken her iPad. Officer was 
tied up with priority calls and by the time he 
was able to respond to the residence, she 
had located her iPad.

The muffler fell off a vehicle by Towpath 
Road and his girlfriend was putting it back 
on. Man was out on bail and consented to 
a search. No contraband was found. He 
was told to leave the area and he complied 
without incident. 

Woman called and wanted an Officer to 
drive her around town looking for her car 
that she had left parked on someone else’s 
property. She was unaware of which house 
or street the vehicle was on. Officer told 
her that the Police do not give private rides 
to people but that he would keep an eye 
out for her car. She called again to ask 
for an officer to look for the vehicle and 
told Officer the owner of the property had 
threatened to tow it if she did not remove 
the vehicle. Yaz Towing of Windham towed 
the car and the caller was advised of the 
vehicle’s location.

Osborne Road caller was concerned 
because she found what she believed to 
be a suspicious footprint on her property. 
Officer compared the footprint to the bot-
tom of her shoe and it was an exact match. 

Caller reported a male and female on the 
bridge on Gray Road in North Gorham yell-
ing at cars. Windham and Gorham officers 
searched the area but did not locate them. 

Subject came into the Police Department 
to turn in an item he found in the roadway. 
It was a dollar bill folded into the shape of 
a star. 

Caller complained about traffic lights in the 
Village area and how traffic was backed up. 
Officer advised this was due to construc-
tion in Westbrook that had closed New 
Portland Road. There was no issue with 
traffic lights. 

Caller came into the Police Department with 
a container of coffee he had purchased. 
Seal on the container had been broken and 
some of the granules looked different. He 
was afraid someone had put drugs in the 
coffee. Officer advised him to return it. 

Caller reported someone had stolen his 
scooter. Before the Officer arrived he called 
back and said he had found it on the other 
side of the house.

Caller reported being followed. He didn’t 
want anything done. He pulled into the 
Police Department lot so she would stop 
following him.

Sebago Lake Road caller reported “cannon” 
going off in the area. Officer determined it 
was fireworks being shot off in Windham.

CryptoVerse Solution by A. Logophile

IF MLK WERE WITH US HE’D GIVE A LOUD YELL

FOR KETANJI, KAMALA, BARACK AND MICHELLE

THERE’S BEEN MANY BLACK “FIRSTS” SINCE 1968;

OVERCOMING IS BECOMING A BURGEONING TRAIT

Gorham Times Seeks Distribution Team Member for our Southern Route.
Located down South Street/Route 114, 10 locations, 400+ papers, half go to 

Town buildings all clustered by the Town Hall/Baxter Library. Great opportunity 
to meet interesting people and learn about community organizations.
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