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Shaughnessy Offers Update on River Restoration Activities
John Ersek, Staff Writer

Gorham Pride Celebration
Gorham Times Staff

Friends of the Presumpscot River board president Michael Shaughnessy speaks at a recent FOPR event.
Photo courtesy of FOPR

The  Gorham Pride celebration took place in the Shaw Gym on Saturday, June 28.  The  well-attended 
annual event included the participation of a number of craft vendors and community nonprofit 
organizations. There were also several music and dance performances. From left to right the four 
performers  in this photo are: Thorn, Letta the Queen, Angel-Dionne Money, and Heather Lynn.

Photo Credit: Ben Dyke 

Michael Shaughnessy, board presi-
dent at the Friends of the Presumpscot 
River, gave a talk  at the Baxter Memorial 
Library on the evening of Tuesday, July 
8. Shaughnessy is a professor emeritus 
at USM and is also a member of the 
Westbrook City Council. He updated 
the audience on recent developments 
regarding his organization’s efforts 
to promote the restoration of the 

Presumpscot River, which includes its 
entire length from Sebago Lake all the 
way to where it flows into Casco Bay at 
Martin’s Point near Falmouth Foreside. 

Since the 2021 completion of the long-
anticipated removal of the Saccarappa 
Dam near downtown Westbrook, the 
FOPR group has been focusing its atten-
tion primarily on the two dams which 
are next upstream, Mallison Falls Dam 

Scammers Targeting Gorham 
Planning Board Applicants
Kathy Corbett, Staff Writer

Applicants who have submitted pro-
posals to the Gorham Planning Board 
have received bogus emails and invoices 
stating that approvals are conditional 
on making a wire transfer payment to 
the town of Gorham. This is a scam. 

These emails are not from Thomas 
Poirier, director of Community 
Development, the department that 
includes the Gorham Planning Division. 
Recipients should not reply to the 
email address for instructions on how 
to make the bogus invoice payment.

Poirier said that anyone receiv-
ing an email of this nature should 
report it to the Town office. People 
who had proposals on the July 7 
Planning Board agenda received 
emails sent before the Board meeting. 

The scammers seem to have 
access to any public document post-
ed online. Similar emails may be 
going to people who made applica-
tions to any Town of Gorham com-
mittee, board, or department.

Although Mr. Poirier did not send 
the emails, they are signed Thomas M. 
Poirier, Planning Board Director, which 
is not his correct title. The scammers 
included very detailed descriptions of 
the applications the recipients submit-
ted to the Planning Board, and the email 
address could appear to be legitimate. 

One detailed invoice was for $4,900. 
But the request for a wire transfer is an 
absolute giveaway that the invoice is 
bogus and a scam. “The Town of Gorham 
never asks for a wire transfer,” Poirier said.

and Little Falls Dam, which are locat-
ed between Gorham and Windham. 
Shaughnessy pointed out that the Little 
River (which drains much of the cen-
tral and northern sections of Gorham) 
flows into the Presumpscot about a 
mile south of Mallison Falls, meaning 
that the Little River and tributaries 
are now accessible to ocean-run fish.

He added that, after several years 
of FOPR advocacy, the State of Maine 
is now stocking the Little River with 
blueback herring. This species of her-
ring is considered a signature species, 
as large numbers of bluebacks indi-
cate that a river or stream is a viable 
location for other species of ocean-
run fish, such as alewives and salmon. 
When Mallison Falls and Little Falls 
were most recently relicensed, a legal 
agreement was reached which pro-
vided that the owners of those two 
upstream dams would be required to 
install significant fish passage infra-
structure to both dams, once it was 
documented that at least 24,000 blue-
backs per year were returning to the 
Little River, which Shaughnessy esti-
mated could happen in four to five 
years. He added that both dams have 
not been producing any hydro power 
for some time, so no federal approval 
would be needed for their removal. 

Shaughnessy then pointed to anoth-
er important recent occurrence, the 

unplanned draining of Dundee Pond 
(upstream from Dundee Dam) dur-
ing part of 2024. This apparently 
happened due to the failure of one 
of Dundee Dam’s sluice gates dur-
ing repairs. This event temporarily 
restored part of the original flowage 
of the Presumpscot for about four 
months during the spring and summer 
of last year, before the sluices were 
repaired. Shaughnessy mentioned 
the rapid emergence of grasses grow-
ing along the old riverbanks, as well 
as the renewed flowing of adjacent 
streams and waterfalls.  He cited these 
as examples of the Presumpscot val-
ley’s potential for rejuvenating itself 
into a more diverse natural ecosys-
tem once all or most of the dams 
are removed at some future time. 

At another point in the talk, 
Shaughnessy stated that the average 
age of a hydro dam in the United States 
currently is 61 years, and that the cur-
rent estimate for the appropriate lifes-
pan of a hydro dam is 100 years. (The 
Dundee Dam is 112 years old, as it was 
constructed in 1913.)  Shaughnessy 
also mentioned that the current daily 
electricity output of all the dams on the 
Presumpscot is approximately eight 
megawatts when all the active dams 
are online, which he said is consid-
ered low compared to other hydro-
electric projects across the country.

ALERT
 SCAM
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Diverse Voices Strengthen Our Communities
Sen. Stacy Brenner

NEWS FROM AUGUSTA

June 20 marked World Refugee Day, 
a day that recognizes the dignity of 
those fleeing violence, natural disas-
ters or persecution and their right to 
seek safety. I was proud to join fel-
low legislators in cosponsoring a Joint 
Resolution that recognized this impor-
tant day and reaffirmed Maine’s com-
mitment to the well-being of refugees 
and displaced people around the world.

But these days, it appears the rights 
and safety of these folks and other new 
Mainers who make valuable contribu-
tions to our communities and econo-
mies are at grave risk.  Many concerned 
constituents have reached out to me with 
concern and worry regarding federal 
immigration authorities operating with 
seemingly little regard for due process.

Consequently, many refugees and 
asylum seekers, who are following the 
letter of the law, are anxious while 
navigating the mandated court hear-
ings and hesitate to go about their daily 
lives, worrying they will be deport-
ed. Just last month, my office heard 
from a constituent who was nervous 
about driving a relative to an appoint-
ment at the federal courthouse for fear 
he would be arrested and detained.

It is an extremely troubling trend that 

turns its back on the long-held American 
value that, as a nation of immigrants, 
the people who come here legally and 
work hard are integral parts of our 
communities. It is a value that I believe 
Maine should continue to hold fast to.

I am hopeful that the legislature 
will advance proposals that seek to 
clarify the relationships with federal 
law enforcement agencies operating 
within our state ensuring that any 
potential cooperation with local law 
enforcement is clear, accountable and 
aligned with Maine’s commitment to 
civil liberties and community safety. 
As of this writing, the legislature has 
passed one effort to ensure local law 
enforcement can focus on public safety 
and not divert time and resources to 
solely investigating immigration status, 
regardless of whether or not a person 
has engaged in any criminal conduct.

Notions that immigrants are inher-
ently responsible for an increase in 
crime are baseless. In fact, national 
research highlights that as immigra-
tion increases, violent crime either 
decreases or there is no effect at all.

I appreciate that communities 
like Wells have adopted a “wait and 
see” approach, holding off on enter-

ing into partnerships with federal 
immigration authorities and allow-
ing the legislature to consider how the 
State wants to approach this impor-
tant issue during an uncertain time.

It is my fervent belief that refu-
gees, asylum seekers and immigrants 
deserve due process rights and an 
opportunity to contribute to our 
communities, economies and entire 
state. Extreme rhetoric and action 
around immigration does nothing to 
strengthen our communities. All it 
does is stoke division and incite fear 
over people simply trying to build a 
life for themselves. I know the char-
acter of Maine, and I know we can 
rise above such baseless division.

As always, I am 
a resource for 
you, your family, 
and our com-
munity. If you 
need assistance 
or have questions 
for me, please 

reach out at Stacy.Brenner@legislature.
maine.gov or my Senate office at (207) 
287-1515. I will do my best to help.

Public Works Truck Driver/
Equipment Operator Position

The Town of Buxton is accepting 
applications for a full-time Truck

Driver/Equipment Operator in our 
Public Works Department. 

Job duties include Snow Plowing, 
lawn mowing, maintenance of town 
roads, and other duties as assigned. 
This job consists of manual labor 
including lifting, shoveling, raking, 
operation of chainsaws, large trucks, 
and other equipment. 

High school diploma or GED 
required. Active Maine Class B CDL 
required, Class A preferred. Prior 
experience preferred. May train the 
right candidate. 

This is a full-time position with 
benefits. Pay rate $23-24.47 per hour. 
For more information or to get an 
application, contact

Kevin Kimball, Public Works 
Director, at 207.929.4400

TWO CORRECTIONS: 
 
Changes in Latin Awards at 
Gorham High School as published 
in the last Gorham Times: 
Abigail Capponi - Magna Cum 
Laude 
Madisson Willey - Cum Laude

We make the following correction 
to the Farms article that appeared 
in the June 19 issue of the Gorham 
Times. While Gorham Rec. holds 
events at Cherry Hill Farm, it is 
Shaw Brothers Construction and the 
Shaw Family Foundation who main-
tain all the trails.

Get ready for a summer of adven-
ture with the 2025 Trail Challenge, 
sponsored by REI Co-op of Westbrook 
Maine, Westbrook Community Center, 
the City of Westbrook, Portland 
Water District, Windham Parks and 
Recreation, the Town of Windham, and 
Gorham Parks and Recreation. The 
community-wide challenge invites you 
to explore five popular natural sites and 
rewards you for doing it. The challenge 
runs from July 1 to Aug. 31 at 8 p.m.

This self-paced summer adventure is 
open to all ages whether you're looking to 
hike, bike, or walk your way through some 
of the region's most scenic trail systems.

Featured Trail Destinations include:

White Mountain Overlook – East 
Windham Conservation Area, Windham

Mill Brook Overlook  – Mill 
Brook South Preserve, Westbrook

Diamond Trail Boardwalk  – 
Black Brook Preserve, Windham

Snake Pond – Part of the Sebago to Sea 
Trail, Standish (Please note: Snake Pond 
is located on Portland Water District 
land. All visitors must register at kiosks 
located next to the parking areas.)

Gambo Preserve Mill Ring  – 
Gambo Preserve,  Gorham

Register for the challenge at https://
tinyurl.com/3de9m5hs, then pick 
up your passport at Gorham Parks & 
Recreation or several other locations. 

PRLT 2025 Summer Trail 
Challenge
Gorham Times Staff
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Baxter Memorial Library 
Summer Fest
Gorham Times Staff

Photo Credit: Roger Marchand

Incoming State Commander of the 
Veterans of Foreign Wars (VFW) and first 
woman to achieve that rank, Amy Meuchel, 
44, is a fifth-generation veteran in a fam-
ily that dates its military heritage back to 
the American Revolution. She has seen 
four deployments following her enlistment 
in the Navy in 2001 after the 9/11 disas-
ter and has served on nuclear-powered 
aircraft carriers USS John C. Stennis, USS 
Carl Vinson and USS Abraham Lincoln. 
Meuchel became involved with the VFW as 
a student at Southern Maine Community 
College and later rose through the ranks 
or what she calls, “the chairs,” to become 
the first female Commander at Deering 
Memorial Post 6859 and District 10 in 2017. 
To become the State Commander she was 
voted in by her peers on June 21, 2025.

If you recognize Meuchel from the 
accompanying photo, however, that may be 
because she is also a Gorham Fed Ex Express 
driver who likes to chat up her customers 
on the ongoing achievements of the Maine 
State VFW program. Meuchel says, “the 
VFW is a world-wide voice for veterans, 
with posts in Korea, Guam and Germany, 
to name a few, with 42 posts in Maine alone, 
including those in Gorham, Windham, 
Yarmouth, Harrison, Portland and Fryeburg.

Meuchel wants veterans to connect with 
the comradeship of other veterans and 
to know that their certified service offi-
cers will help veterans at no cost to file 
their VA claims. Meuchel says she wants, 
“the families of veterans to think of the 
VFW,” when their loved ones who have 
served need some support themselves.

Folks aren’t always up to date with these 

features of the newly robust VFW offerings. 
“No one does more for veterans than the 
VFW; the VFW and its auxiliary have 1.4 
million members, and yet we can feel like 
the best-kept secret!” Aside from driving, 
Meuchel is an ambassador for the VFW. 
She points out that healthcare is available 
at the National Historic Landmark Togus 
VA Medical Center in Chelsea, ME, near 
Augusta, and community- based outpatient 
clinics in Bangor, Calais, Ft. Kent, Houlton, 
Lewiston, Lincoln, Portland, Presque Isle and 
Rumford can be researched for appointments 
and more information online at VA.gov.

At the other end of the age spectrum, 
the VFW reaches out each year to high 
school students, since the group sponsors a 
$35,000 nationwide essay competition high-
lighting themes related to the national spirit 
of Americanism. Although the history of the 
prize dates back to the 1940s. Charles Kuralt, 
the CBS news journalist, won the award as a 
teen, as did a former Miss America winner 
and former U.S. Attorney John Ashcroft. 
There is also a Patriot Pen essay competition 
for middle school students. Meuchel, a par-
ent herself, knows what that kind of financial 
support can mean during the growing years. 
In connecting the generations, she says, the 
VFW has the entire family in its heart. You can 
find the entry forms on the VFW.org website.

Meuchel is looking forward to a produc-
tive year with her team and the members in 
making a positive impact. She hopes to raise 
money for the Commander’s Special Project: 
Honor Flight Maine to sponsor as many 
guardians as possible to accompany their 
veterans to Washington DC. They will spend 
a weekend viewing memorials created in 
their honor. If you have questions or interest 
in joining, please reach out to VFWME.org.

New Light on the VFW
JoAnn Leib, Staff Writer

Photo Credit:  Peter Taylor, Department of Maine VFW 
Photographer

Amy Meuchel

It was a family affair at the Baxter Memorial Library “Spring Into Summer Reading” festivities 
on June 18. There were hotdogs, chips, shaved ice, and popcorn all made and served by Gorham 
Municipal and Library staff. Long lines of excited children and parents lasted throughout the 
afternoon to go inside CHUNK, a lifesize inflatable Humpback Whale. Even though the skies 
were cloudy no rain fell on this yearly lead into summer fun at the library.

Cherry Hill Farmers Market 
Features New Vendors
John Ersek, Staff Writer

Hadeel Al Najjar is one of the vendors at the Cherry Hill Farmers Market. She is the head chef of Amira 
Cuisine.

Photo Credit: John Ersek

The Cherry Hill Farmers Market 
continues its summer season through 
September, every Wednesday from 
2 p.m. to 6 p.m., with a number of 
new vendors participating this year. 

The market is located at 616 Main 
Street, in a parking lot adjacent to 
Sebago Brewing. Not all of the list-
ed vendors participate every week:

414 Wood Works
Wooden toys and other wood items

Amira Cuisine
A large selection of food items from 
Mediterranean and Middle Eastern 
regions

EZ Garden
Flowers and houseplants

Elbow Room Bags
Tote bags and scrunchies, 100% made 

from re-purposed, salvaged, vintage, and 
scrap textiles

Findview Farm
Farm-raised meat and vegetables

Grounded Confections
Chocolate candy from sustainable sources

Heron Farm
Seedlings, garlic products

Parsons Farm
Farm-raised vegetables, maple syrup and 
other maple products

Ruff Pine Dog Treats
A variety of locally made dehydrated dog 
treats

White Pine Tallow
Personal care products made from tallow

donroyonline.com

207-899-5333 (c)
donroy@maine.rr.com
Gorham, Maine 04038
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CryptoVerse by A. Logophile

Solution on Page 11

B C   A L G S F H C ' J   J E C   Y J   M O G N H   F I D S   F I N   L A N D S ,  
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C L U E :    M  =  B

Veterinarians are often questioned 
concerning the behavior of family pets. 
I have shared my home(s) with six dogs, 
from puppy through senility. Usually 
there have been well thought-out deci-
sions concerning when to get a dog: 
what breed would best thrive within the 
confines of my changing family; how 
best do we train the pup and associated 
humans (given their age-related skill 
sets); my children have left to prac-
tice adulthood; schedules are mostly 
cleared of school events; the remain-
ing dog was increasingly deaf, senile, 
and lonely. I fell into an opportunity… 

I tell friends that I have a new 
German exercise buddy who is shep-
herding me to better health. My new 
friend is a 16-month-old, large, male, 
fluffy German Shepherd from a very 
conscientious breeder. He was recently 
returned because one member of his 
two-person family passed away, and 
a mature dog bullied him mercilessly. 
The previous owner wishes to remain 
anonymous and declines contact. It has 
been intriguing to try and figure out 
what this dog does and doesn’t know.  

House training was solid (Praise 
Be!). Crate training was reasonable. 
Respecting humans definitely needed 
work. Response to his name was ini-
tially negligible. Treats are not really 
very exciting, praise is more reward-
ing. Understandably, he aggressively 
responds to other dogs trying to push 
him around. He told me that “STAY” 
was completely irrelevant, but a firmer 
tone reminded him that his health 
record mentioned a board and train-
ing session. The working definition of 
“He dogged the cat” is acted out daily, 
and said cat has started encouraging 
the sessions… a basis for eventual 
friendship? Training to accept urgent, 
necessary grooming, while shedding 
heavily, is interesting. Realizing what 
HE thinks may be an appropriate chew 
toy can be surprising. The biggest chal-

lenge is convincing him that his belief 
in “Look Visitors, so NO RULES!” is 
the antithesis of the desired behavior. 
Watching his reactions leads me to 
deductions concerning his previous life. 

I’m gratified by the depressed intro-
vert’s gradual discovery that life can 
be fun, that feeling like a good dog 
is rewarding, and that behaving in a 
socially acceptable manner can expand 
one’s horizons. He has reminded me 
of the joy that young, fit dogs and 
people share on routine walks, regard-
less of the weather. My physician is 
now proud of my daily step count. 
Exercise has become a personal need 
rather than an unwelcome obligation.  

The age, breed, size, abundance of 
hormones, and exceptional amount of 
coat have all added to my challenges 
with this particular dog. The 24/7 prob-
lem-solving has definitely increased 
my empathy towards rescue owners. So 
many wonderful people adopt mature 
dogs, inviting them into their homes 
and coping with difficulties. I am so 
grateful for all of the hard work that 
goes into your pets. Know that you are 
not alone. Veterinarians, their staff, 
local dog trainers, and a variety of med-
ications can all help address problems. 

Se c o n d - Ha n d  Do g 
O w n e r s h i p
Linda Mulski, Contributing Writer

Linda Mulski, 
VMD, has 
worked in 
Maine for the 
past 33 years. 
She and her 
husband, Tom 
Niedermeyer, 
VMD, own the 
Animal Hospital 
of South Gorham 
where a wide 

variety of pet species are welcome. 
They have raised six daughters, all 
proud “Maineiacs.

It appears that Maine’s summer weath-
er has finally arrived. Despite the 12 or 
13 straight Saturdays of rain (snow if 
you count the end of March) most of 
us could not wait for this spring and 
summer to get out and do yard work, 
walk, hike or go to the beach. And what 
we put on our feet does make a differ-
ence. Many of us need to upgrade and 
get new sneakers for our daily walks 
or runs. That should be an annual rite 
of spring. I have written in previous 
articles about how important the cor-
rect running shoe is in keeping our 
feet, knees and hips and back healthy. 

Fortunately, or unfortunately 
(depends on your cash flow), we need 
different shoes for different activities. 
Yard work requires good work boots for 
most of us or the old banged-up sneak-
ers.  The sneakers however can have 
some limitations in terms of becom-
ing slippery on wet grass or hills. A 
good pair of work boots or muck boots 
are the best bet. They are more sup-
portive and safer especially for mow-
ing the lawn or digging flower beds. 
A boot with good support and some 
cushion will be the most comfortable.

The flip flop, Birkenstock, hiking san-
dal or straight sandal that everyone loves 
in the summer are easy to slip on and 
fun to wear. However, in my 30 years, 
I have treated many patients who have 
sprained, torn up or broken toes, feet 
and ankles and knees by wearing the 
“summer slip on."  Patients have often 
caught a toe on a curb or slipped on the 
grass while chasing their kids or dog.  
I have done the same as my “Birks”, 
which I love, have lost their grip and I 
step out on the slippery deck to grill. A 
sharp hamstring strain or quick pain in 
the low back is often the result. Some 

Summer Shoe Wear
Mike Smith, Contributing Writer

DON'T MISS AN ISSUE!
Subscribe to the Gorham Times and have it mailed 

directly to your home.
Call 839-8390 or visit www.gorhamtimes.com

Photo Credit: Gary Lanoie
Gorham residents on Robie Street have recently experienced nightly visits by several owls. For the last 
week, they have seen four of these each evening. They are believed to be barred owls. This photo shows 
three of them together (the most the photographer could get at one time) in a tree.

injuries are easy to recover from and 
others like an ankle fracture are not.

Another common ailment I often see 
shows up after Labor Day for many who 
have worn the very unsupportive flip flop 
all summer and then develop a good case 
of plantar fasciitis. Most of us can relate 
to the unintended walk around Portland 
or Ogunquit with friends while wearing 
flip flops or a sandal and a good case of 
Achilles tendinitis or shin splints ensues.

Of course, sometimes accidents just hap-
pen and the type of shoe-wear is irrelevant. 

A question that often comes up is 
whether to go barefoot in the yard dur-
ing the summer. That often depends 
if someone may have some prior foot 
problems. Most of us should spend time 
barefoot. If you remember when you 
were a kid, most of your summer days 
were spent barefoot walking on fields 
and dirt roads or the beach. It helped 
many of us to develop strong feet and 
arches and maybe reduced the chance 
to have overuse injuries as we age.

 Well, enjoy the summer which is pre-
cious in Maine. Think about your activ-
ity for the day and what should go on 
your feet. Much like having the correct 
tires on your car, your feet need the best 
shoe-wear. It is best to think ahead and 
avoid annoying injuries that can stymie 
your summer. And watch those infamous 
flip flops or at least get some with arches. 

Mike Smith is a 
physical thera-
pist and ath-
letic trainer and 
owner of Village 
Physical Therapy 
on Main Street in 
Gorham.
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MUNICIPAL

The Town of Gorham has announced the 
2025 Capital Expenditure (“CapEx”) matching 
grant program to support Gorham businesses 
and farms seeking to expand and grow through 
a one-time purchase of a capital item, service or 
site expansion project. These single, one-time 
procurements will help grantees accelerate plans 
for growth, and create opportunities for expan-
sion, innovation and job creation in Gorham.  

The matching grant program pro-
vides up to 50% reimbursement of a 
total project with a maximum award 
of $12,000 awarded to a single business.

The program will award grants to busi-
nesses in three distinct sectors using a 
competitive grant application process:  
•	 Agriculture, Agribusiness and Agritourism

•	 Manufacturing and Skilled Trades
•	 Retail & Food Services

Detailed information (including eligibil-
ity criteria) and the application form can 
be found online at https://gorhammaine.
org/our-services/local-grant-programs/

The application deadline is Thursday, 
July 31, 2025, at 5 p.m. Applications will 
be accepted either by email (preferred) 
or in-person to the Department of 
Community Development at the Gorham 
Municipal Center (75 South Street). 

For questions, or to discuss your 
ideas for grant funding, contact Kevin 
Jensen, or Nina Yeliseyev, in the Office of 
Economic Development, economicdevel-
opment@gorham.me.us, (207) 222-1620.

Matching Grant Program 
for Business
Office of Economic Development

July Town Council Meeting
Gorham Times Staff

Chairperson Suzanne Phillips called 
the meeting to order.  There were six 
members present.  The council accepted 
the minutes of the June 3 meeting and 
the special meeting of June 17. (6-0)

During public comments, Gorham cit-
izen,  Charlie Hamlin read a statement 
urging the committee to closely moni-
tor the dust levels and blast timelines 
of the two quarries in town, as well as 
the approved asphalt plant for the safe-
ty and health of all Gorham residents.

The town manager’s report includ-
ed a reminder that a permit is 
required for holiday fireworks and 
may be requested on the town website.

The committee voted 6-0 to amend the town 
ordinance on back lots requiring a 30-foot 
easement.  This is slightly different from 
the previous 26-foot requirement and also 
added ownership as an option to easement.

There was a discussion about required 
parking spaces.  The committee took a less 
restrictive approach to required parking, 
feeling that the market would dictate nec-
essary parking for residences. They voted 
to reject the proposed change to one space 
from two spaces for one bedroom  (5-1, 
Phillips) and for two bedroom from two 
spaces from one (4-2 Phillips, Lavoie) They 
also voted to strike the proposed require-
ment for parking for home occupations 
because  they are probably already required 

and this will be monitored by the town (6-0)
The town council then approved the 

amended changes to the land use and 
development code for the Mosher Road 
mixed use district revisions of standards 
for development as proposed. (6-0)

The committee voted 6-0 to set 
September 16, 2025 as a workshop date to 
discuss residential sprinkler system require-
ments.  This is related to concerns that the 
cost of the sprinkler requirement adds to 
already expensive housing costs in town.

The council discussed an ordinance 
to ban certain pesticides from use on 
all municipal properties. This was for-
warded to the Ordinance Committee, 
for review and recommendation.

After  discussion regarding the light-
ing project at the Little Falls recreation 
area and the request to set aside 10,000 
dollars to build a permanent batting cage 
on the site, it was determined that this 
action would be tabled to determine the 
amount of savings in the project before 
a decision should be made. (5-1 Seigel)

The council approved an order to 
authorize the town manager to enter 
into a new three-year collective bar-
gaining agreement with Teamsters 
Local 340 beginning July 1, 2024. (6-0)

The town council then took action 
to go into executive session for person-
nel and economic development matters. 

July Planning Board Results
Kathy Corbett, Staff Writer

On July 7, the Gorham Planning 
Board took action on the following pro-
posals, the first four after public hearings.

A Revision in the Home Occupations 
Standards to add provisions for roadside stands 
was approved with 6 ayes, 1 absent (Benson).

A proposal for a University of Maine Art 
Building, to construct a 3-story, 34,650-square-
foot building and associated infrastructure 
at the corner of School Street and Campus 
Avenue was approved (6 ayes, 1 absent).

A proposal for a Master Site Development 
Plan for Mitchell Woods Condominiums to 
create a master plan to construct 30 units of 
multifamily housing with associated infra-
structure on County Road, zoned South 
Gorham Commercial Corridor. The board 
moved to postpone  master plan approv-
al pending responses to remaining issues 
and revisions to the plans. (6 ayes,1 absent).

Approval for a Preliminary Subdivision 
and Site Plan for Mitchell Woods 
Condominiums proposal to construct 30 
units of multifamily housing with associ-
ated infrastructure on County Road pend-
ing responses to remaining issues and 
revisions to the plans. (6 ayes, 1 absent)

Discussion of Sketch Plan Review 
for 92 Day Road Subdivision removed 
from agenda at request of the applicant.

A Private Way Amendment proposed 
by Keira Duffy and Alix Kreder to dis-
solve a recorded private way on Tuscan 
Way to be replaced by a back lot drive-
way was approved (6 ayes, 1 absent)

A Subdivision Amendment proposed by 
Ali Omur and Carmen Schneider to amend 
an existing subdivision to create two addition-
al lots at 79 Day Road was referred to the next 
available consent agenda. (6 ayes, 1 absent) 

Grand Jury Indictments
Gorham Times Staff

Frederick L. Farrell, 46, of Gorham was 
indicted on one count of unlawful trafficking of 
scheduled drugs, two counts of unlawful pos-
session of scheduled drugs (one poss Fentanyl 
powder), and violation of condition of release. 

Jack Ivezic, 18, of Gorham was indicted 
for possession of sexually explicit materials. 

Jeanette J. Kennie, 42, of Gorham, was 
indicted for domestic violence aggra-
vated assault, domestic violence assault, 

endangering the welfare of a child, and 
domestic violence criminal threatening. 

Daniel W. Lahey, 42, of Gorham was 
indicted on one count each of domes-
tic violence aggravated assault, obstruct-
ing report of crime or injury, and domes-
tic violence criminal threatening. 

Delia J. Seavey, 42, of Gorham was indict-
ed on one count of unlawful possession of 
scheduled drug (poss Fentanyl powder)

Christopher Pidhajecky DDS
347 Main Street

Gorham, ME 04038

207.839.3006

www.gorhamdentistry.com

NEW PATIENTS
ALWAYS

WELCOMED
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SCHOOL Retiring Teachers From The 
Gorham Schools
Michael Lortie, School News Editor

As the school year came to a close, several of 
Gorham’s experienced and dedicated  teach-
ers chose to retire from the teaching profes-
sion.  These included Elizabeth Collins, Frank 
DeFrancesco, Anton Gulovsen,  Rolande 
Paolino, Donna Pastore and Stacey Sawyer.

Earlier this year, John Caterina retired 
from his position as a science teacher at 
Gorham High School.  Mr. Caterina grew up 
locally and knew that Gorham was a great 
town and would be a great place to work. He 
taught in Gorham for 37 years serving as a 
high school chemistry teacher, a track coach, 
a volleyball coach, an assistant football coach 
and a Gorham Teachers Association build-
ing representative. He will miss the stu-
dents, staff and athletes of Gorham and 
plans to travel with his wife and spend 
time with his children and grandchildren.

Elizabeth Collins is retiring after 41 years, 
the last 23 in Gorham. She had worked 
at the middle school, the high school and 
finished her career as a math support 
teacher at Village School. She will espe-
cially miss her students and colleagues, 
particularly at Village the past 15 years.

Frank DeFrancesco grew up in Saco and 
went to University of Maine at Farmington. 
He moved back to Maine from San Diego 
in 1993 to raise his children with his wife 
Julie, and began teaching physical educa-
tion at Narragansett School. He relocated to 
Great Falls School when that school opened.

He will miss all of the students and their 
families that he has met over the years and 
will forever appreciate how kind and support-
ive the Gorham community has been to him.

Anton Gulovsen is retiring after 
teaching seventh and eighth grade sci-
ence at Shaw School and Gorham 
Middle School for many years.  

Rolande Paolino taught fifth grade 
at Village School and Great Falls School 
specializing in language arts and literacy 
instruction. After completing her student 
teaching here in Gorham, Mrs. Paolino 
was hired to teach at Village School and 
then moved to Great Falls when it opened. 

Photo Provided by John Caterina
John Caterina

On June 25, a Special Meeting of the 
Gorham School Committee was called 
to order by Assistant Chair. Nicole Yeo 
Fisher. Five members were present.

The committee voted to add an addi-
tional .5 Modern Languages Teacher 
at Gorham High School for one year.  
Mr. Jandreau, GHS Principal noted 
that an additional 45 students had 
elected a Language class and that this 
could not be covered by GHS staff and 
other options such as USM. Mrs Perry 
reported that this would not have bud-
get implications but that if continued 
for more than one year, it would need 
to be added into the 2026-2027 bud-

get.  This was approved by a 5-0 vote.
The committee voted 5-0 to approve the 

4 year lease agreement with Apple for ele-
mentary devices which had been previous-
ly approved as part of the budget process.

The committee by a 5-0 vote approved 
the bids on the  Narragansett and Great Falls 
HVAC projects to be done this summer.  

The following personnel were approved 
(5-0):

Alyyson O'Brien, GHS Health
Keith Leonetti, GHS Math
Heidi Topchik, Narragansett .50 School 

Counselor
The School Committee then went into 

Executive Session.

School Committee Special 
Meeting June 25
Michael Lortie, School News Editor Donna Pastore moved back to Gorham 

in 1990 to raise her children, She was hired 
in 1991 as a substitute and then as a spe-
cial education teacher at Village School. 
She remained at Village until the new 
middle school opened in 2003, where she 
became a literacy/ math lab teacher. For 
many years she was on the leadership teams 
at both buildings, as well as the Literacy 
Committee, the Steering Committee and has 
been Student Council advisor for 21years.
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Lost Coin Found 10 Years Later
Abigail Chamberlin '25 GHS Grad

10 years ago, on May, 2, 2015, Lisa 
Curley was watching her son, Kyle Curley, 
in his division semi-final tennis match for 
USM. Kyle Curley was a Gorham High 
School graduate, where he had won two 
state championships throughout his high 
school tennis career. Because this was a 
playoff match, an official was present to 
call the lines and enforce the rules, and he 
began the match with an official coin toss. 

The coin, a 1972 silver dollar, landed 
unfortunately and rolled into the hole 
under the metal bar where the center strap 
is clipped. The coin was irretrievable, 
which caused the official great sadness, 
as he explained that the coin had been his 
grandfather’s and had meant a lot to him. 
From her seat as a spectator, Lisa Curley 
felt awful for the official, and vowed to 
herself, “I’ll get it out of there for him.”

Curley is a special education teacher at 
Gorham High School, and has coached 
girls in high school volleyball and middle 
school basketball throughout her time 
at Gorham. Working at the high school 
and constantly seeing the tennis courts, 

Photo Credit: Lisa Curley

Lisa Curley after discovering the coin

Curley says she “always remembered it." 
She said, "It always stayed with me that 

something priceless was lost in there.” 
This past spring, Lisa Curley was in her 
classroom when she learned that the ten-
nis courts were being torn up due to their 
reconditioning over the summer. Without 
hesitation, Curley sprang up from her 
classroom and ran to the tennis courts, 
where she climbed onto a bulldozer 
and found DJ, a man working for Shaw 
Brothers and helping to tear up the courts. 

Curly recalls saying, “This is a long 
shot, but there’s something I’m looking 
for.” DJ, who Curley describes as the 
“local hero” of this story, retrieved the 
coin and returned it to the front office, 
where Curley discovered it at the end of 
the school day. “It was a miracle and a 
dream come true for me,” she explained. 

The mission did not end there; Curley 
set out to uncover who the official was 
and how to return the coin to him. She 
contacted Al Bean, the Athletic Director 
at USM, who put her in touch with an 
official in Massachusetts who often came 
up to work the matches. From there, she 
was directed to the match assignor from 
2015, who gave her a potential name. 

Through many searches, referenc-
es, and connections, Curley was even-
tually able to locate Larry Conway of 
Framingham, Massachusetts, the offi-
cial who had lost his special coin all 
those years ago. Making the moment 
even more special, it just so happened 
that the day he learned of his grandfa-
ther’s coin’s retrieval was Father’s Day. 

“Lots of people and pieces came togeth-
er to solve the mystery,” Curley remarked. 
Conway was overjoyed, and Curley, who 
loves to “fix things and solve mysteries,” 
was fulfilled with this happy ending. “It 
only took me 10 years,” she said, but 
“it was really satisfying to know that 
such a beautiful thing had happened.”

After 30 years, Donna will miss the staff 
and students at the middle school, as well as 
all of the friends that she has made through-
out the district. She hopes to travel and 
spend time with her family and friends.

Stacey Sawyer is retiring from her position 
as school counselor at Village School. During 
her 26 years in Gorham, she has been an edu-
cational technician, a fourth grade teacher, 
a literacy specialist, an assistant principal, a 
social skills teaching counselor and a school 
counselor. Mrs. Sawyer says that:  “I will 
miss the children. I’ve learned something 
new from students every day. I love their 

honesty and their humor.” She is looking 
forward to spending time with her family.

On behalf of the students of Gorham, we 
thank you all for your commitment and years 
of service to our community. The Gorham 
schools have been a better place because of you.
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SPORTS

Varsity Baseball North v. South All Star 
Game:

The annual senior all-star game for 
Varsity baseball was held at Saint Joseph’s 
college of Maine in Standish on June 24, 
one of the hottest days in Maine on record. 
The north v. south all-star event had plen-
ty of action despite the heat. Gorham had 
four athletes representing their community 
(all college bound to further their baseball 
careers); Wyatt Nadeau (Vanderbilt com-
mit), Mason Finck (USM), Jack Karlonas 
(Husson) and Gorham native Josh 
Polchies (Falmouth Navigators and USM). 

GYBSA Softball All-Stars U 8 -10 
Softball District Champs:

Gorham’s U 8-10 Softball All Stars 
defeated the GNG/Raymond team 15-0 
on July 1 at Village school. The team 
moves on to play Saco in the Maine state 
championship tournament, held in South 
Berwick.  Updates on the State tour-

Summertime: Gorham All-Star Games 2025
Katie Brown, Sports Editor

Photo Credit:  Gabe Polchies 
From L-R; Mason Finck, Wyatt Nadeau, Josh 
Polchies and Jack Karlonas

Photo Credit:  Emily Cote
Tyler Berthiaume (GHS teacher) with kids Lyla and Cade celebrating the District win. 

ney will be available in a future edition.
GYBSA Baseball All-Stars: 
Congratulations. For the first time 

since moving from the Cal Ripken league, 
Gorham Little League are District 6 
champions. The team defeated Falmouth 

winning in extra innings July 10. They 
finished the tournament with a 5-0 
record. The team now moves on to the 
State championship which takes place 
in Machias. Updates on the State tour-
ney will be available in a future edition. 

Photo Credit:  Emily Cote
U 8-10 District champs team photo

Photo Credit:  Emily Cote
Gorham Little League team photo after defeating Falmouth to clinch the District championship 
Photo Credit: Gorham Little League 

The Gatorade Player of the Year for 
girls soccer was announced on Wednesday, 
June 18, for the 2024 fall season. Ashley 
Connolly of Gorham was selected as the 
Gatorade player of the year and deserv-
edly so. The Gatorade Player of the Year is 
in its 40th season and is the top honor for 
high school sports, celebrating the nation’s 
best high school athletes for their suc-
cess on the field, in the classroom and in 
the community. The award distinguishes 
Connolly as Maine’s best high school girls 

Ashley Connolly, Gatorade Player of the Year
Katie Brown, Sports Editor

Photo Credit: Colleen Heal 

Ashley Connolly goes up for a header v. 
Scarborough

Photo Credit:  Colleen Heal 

Ashley Connolly winning a 50/50 ball 

Refuge League and as a youth soccer coach. 
As far as the statistics, Connolly, senior 

midfielder for the Rams scored 18 goals 
and six assists her senior season, leading the 
Rams (12-3-1) to the Class A state quarterfi-
nals. A three-time Southern Maine Athletic 
Association Class A Regional All-Star, 
Connolly was the 2024 SMAA midfielder 
of the year. A United Soccer Coaches All-
American honoree, she concluded her high 
school career with 56 goals and 24 assists. 

During one of her Premier club team’s 
National tournaments, she caught the 
attention of one of the coaches from 
the University of South Carolina for her 
exceptional talent and explosive speed.

Connolly is described by many as a 
gritty player and a top notch player at 
this sport. She ended her high school 
career playing against rival Scarborough 
in the Quarter finals. Scarborough head 
coach Mike Farley is quoted as saying, 

“She is devastatingly fast and power-
ful for her size. She’s really good tech-
nically and is a lethal finisher. She was 
the one player that I specifically planned 
for.” Ashley had some tough shots on 
goal during that game and Rinaldi (GK) 
made some remarkable saves. With 15:36 
remaining Connolly subsequently ended 
her decorated high school career with 
an assist to teammate Logan Doughty. 

Connolly is committed to play Division 
I at the University of South Carolina and 
will study exercise science. Best of luck to 
Ashley at SC - they are lucky to have her.

soccer player. This honor is well-deserved 
through years of her hard work, sacri-
fice, skill, determination to this sport and 
dedication to  to her academic studies. 
Connolly carried a 99 grade point aver-
age with an AP schedule at GHS. She is 
also a standout player in track and field.

In addition, Connolly was a four-year 
class officer with the GHS Interact Club and 
has volunteered as part of multiple fundrais-
ers to benefit children’s cancer research. She 
has also dedicated her time to the Animal 
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6th Grade High Honors
Abel Chase
Kylie Delaney
Nora Emlet
Am'ellie Esmiller
Mia Fisher
Elizabeth Golden
Scout Gulliver
Benjamin Ho
Chloe Matta
Grace McHenry
Harper Nash
Corlyn Ogden
Amelia Palme
Reid Peck
Charlotte Rochette
Sophia Santiago
Grace Schucker
Julia Shaffer
Ella Stuart
Sophie Watson
Luke Woods
 
6th Grade Honors
Mays Alhamadani
Sophie Allen
Elliot Arturo
Aidan Berthiaume
Samuel Blake
Elliot Boeker
Tamsen Burton
Greta Caiola
Anna Calderbank
Brady Carlson
Lucas Carlson
Lillian Cary
Paige Charland
Renee Cherry
Madelyn Cohen
Noelle Cole
Nathan Corkum
Kellan Cote
Aubrey Cotta
Mia Crockett
Alexander Croteau
Jack Cuneo
Savannah Curran
Addison Davis
Flynn Doyle
Owen Dube
Sullivan Duemmling
Lillian Eastman
Laura Eaton

Gorham Middle School 4th Quarter Honor Roll
Natalie Emerson
Emma Halushchak
Wesley Hamel
Takoma Hansen
Hadley Harriman
Noah Haskell
Connor Hatch
Lyla Hatch
Maxwell Hicks
Taylor Hinkley
Johann Hirwa
Amelia Holston
Abigail Hooper
Olivia Hunter
Olivia Johnson
Samuel Jones
Emily Karlonas
Caroline Keith
Caroline King
Benjamin Knight
Jasmine Koo-Kepka
Lula Lacroix
Mason LaPlaca
Autumn Laughlin
Bentley Levasseur
Nora Littlefield
Jackson Lord
Gianna LoSciuto
Andrew Lyford
Kenane Lyoba
Michael Makoci
Adeline Mango
Daniel Marks
Zoe Marsh
Braeden McAdams
Saben McCormick
Evelyn McDonough
Chace McIntyre
Stella Mclean
Naia Mesires
Lowell Messer
Jack Miles
Makaria Miller
Aryana Mills
Sebastian Morawiec
Tadhg Moriarty
Graycen Morin
Evelyn Morris
Maria Muanza
Venna Nelson
William Norton
Gabriel Nuguid
Solomon Olney

Sylvia Ouellet
Trevor Pasquerillo
Avery Passmore
Reid Peary
Lilah Peck
Gavin Pfendt
Jordy Pigeon
Evelyn Plowman
Orion Provencal
Harper Prunier
Isabelle Rutherford
Heidi Sager
Bentley Sargent
Hailey Schadow
Evelyn Scherb
Chester Schmidt
Nolan Schmoyer
Taylor Schools
Troy Schuehle
Bernadette Seekamp
Christopher Shaw
Nikolas Shinay
Henry Simoneau Carlsen
Abigail Sloat
Emily Spagnoli
Jack P Sprague
Lila St Jean
Delaney Stacy
Piercelyn Tibbetts
Robert Vanmeter
Elise Varney
Vincent Veroneau
Lucinda Vo
Peyton Warner
Wesley Waters
Austin Webb
Everett Wells
Ada White
Jacques Wichmann
Lucy Williams
Jackson Williamson
Hannah Wilson
Sawyer Woodbury
Emily Woods
Claire Wu
Batul Zamat
Meyer Zaninelli
Jackson Zinchuk

7th Grade High Honors
Nola Albert
Cirrus Arlet
Michael Brockman

Daphne Capponi
Quinn Cuneo
Eleanor Damon
Moaeen Elnimier
Lila Fortier
Sophia Gill
Veronica Gomes
Evan Holland
Emma Howe
Keegan Karcanes
Hannah Kimball
Hadley Kuntz
Cecelia Lewin
Palmer Madden
David Marks
Quinn McAdams
Adeline McCrillis
Greta McDowell
Grace McPherson
Reagan Nash
Molly Penley
Avery Peters
Riley Peters
Mason Plowman
Jayne Rowles
Jillian Roy
Reid Stevens
Luke Williams
Kayla Wolfe
Riley Young
 
7th Grade Honors
Avery Allen
Grace Allen
Jacob Allen
Ethan Barney
Cole Bennett
Helen Bernier
Logan Berry
Robert Brockman
Silas Burr
Lawren Burton
Andrew Cabral
William Carriere
Isabelle Castillo
Max Castonguay
Madelyn Chaisson
Devi Clark
Cameron Connolly
Ryan Craig
Leah Dargie
Isabella Davenport
Matthew DeRice

William DeVinney
Kelton Doucette
Ava Duchaine
Connor Duchaine
Benjamin Emerson
Lyla Exley
Emily Feldhaus
Lexi Finck
Ava Fiorito
Mackenna Flagg
Minjee Flanders
Julia Gordon
Eli Gray
William Haase
Charlotte Hahn
Bennett Hall
Philip Hanken
Oliver Harriman
Chloe Hatch
Lana Hatfield
Graham Hebert
Fiona Herrick
Thomas Holland
Mason Hopkins
Khane Horten
John Hutchins
Nina Joy
Vega Kaldrovich
Boden Kennedy
Annabelle Klipple
Audrey Krebs
Charles Littlefield
Cayden Lowberg
Reece Marchand
Tyler Mathews
Lia Mazza
Lillian McCarthy
Pierce McDermott
Benjamin Miller
Hunter Miller
Reid Minichiello
Addison Moller
Ava Moulton
Kerrigan Nadeau
Tenley Normand
Piper O'Keefe
Samuel Otis
Lincoln Prunier
Brianna Quang
Evelyn Quinn
Deklyn Rollins
Tyler Sampietro
Michelle Shaw

Rosie Simpson
Finleigh Sirois
Rose Stover
William Sundik
Elliot Talbot
Jattana Thach
Ella Todd
Mika Towle
Shylah Tracey
Willow Verry-Gardella
Brooklyn Walker
Sawyer Walker
Wyatt Walker
Henry Walsh
Gus Weeks
Nathan Williams
Gracie Woodman

8th Grade High Honors
Eva Alden
Sarina Alden
Joshua Allison
Matilda Arturo
Aylah Boucher
Carter Bourgoin
Carson Brown
Addison Bunch
Brianna Carlo
Ruby Carnahan
Lauren Chadburn
Taylor Chadburn
Parker Cyr
Briggs Downing
Emelia Frederick
Shekinnah Gakunzi
Kaleigh Garand
Matthew Golden
Abigail Gow
Timothy Hodgdon
Jessica Loiselle
Annie Lorfano
Sophia Marquis
Yoan Kent Ndayishimiye
Jayden Olson
Ezekiel Provencal
Mia Rand
Leila Schmoyer
Chloe Schuehle
Samuel Springer
Hannah Symanski
Emma Tremblay
Emily Watson
Sophia Webster
Kate Woods

8th Grade Honors
Benjamin Albrecht
Audrey Arsenault
Finnegan Bailey
Aidan Beardsley
Keagen Beaulieu
Jay Bennett
Riley Benoit
Caleb Blood
Ashton Brethauer
Magnus Brown
Logan Burns
Benjamin Cahill
Julia Capozza
Alina Clark
Lucy Cole
Dexter Copeland
Quaid Cossitt
Chase Cote
Abigail Cyr
Jacoby Cyr
Addison Dougherty
Quinn Dougherty
Lauren Drenski
Grace Dudley
Jacklyn Dunbar
Kaleb Dyer
Josephina Faria
Colby Fernald
Ella Ferrante
Aidan Foley
Layla Forastiere
Andrew Fortier
Braden Foster
Benjamin Fredette
Gabriella Friedlund
Violet Gain
Anabelle Gasbarrone
Evelia Gonzalez
Owen Gray
Logan Hall
Levi Heath
Alia Herrick
Ashyr Herrick
Brady Higgins
Xavier Hill
William Hjort
Zoey Houston
Nolan Hurder
Mia Johnson
Hunter Keniston
Natalie Kenny
Damona Kim

Lillian King
Daniel Koo-Kepka
Joshua Kurlychek-
Godard
Shelby LaChance
Breanna Lampen
Kaiden Laughlin
Jeremy Levesque
Rebecca Lewis
Alexia Lowell
Kaidan Marchand
Samuel Martin
Tessa McBride
Mason McDonald
Harper McManus
Naomi Medd
Madison Milligan
Max Moreno
Maliyah Morgan
Jaydn Murphy
Grace O'Hora
Jacob Palmer
Mukele Pedro
Emma Plummer
Kendra Poulin
Gavin Reed
Mya Rego
Carmella Richards
Ava Scott
Ethan Shaffer
Caroline Shaw
Devan Skinkle
Emma Spiller
Carter Sprague
Isaac Sprague
Dominic Steller
Olly Strange
Alexander Sundik
Charlotte Taylor
Carmen Thibault Tardif
Hailey Tracy
Viannah Vercoe
Loretta Vo
Elijah Waterman
Gabriel Waterman
Tristan Wells
Zoe Whitehead
Harper Winkley
Caleb Yaeger
Kayden Yahm
Jada Yates
Ruthie Zaninelli

Grade 9 High Honors
Mahasin Ahmed
Aspen Blair
Bryn Cunningham
Camden Curtis
Isabella Dalphonse
Charlotte Deveaux
Owen Eling
Grant Emerson
Oliver Emerson
Anna Faatz
Alexander Fernandez
Julia Giguere
Neve Hanley
Nara Holland
Shania Isimbi
Luke Jones
Madelyn Leeper
Sophie MacIsaac
Lucy Mason
Abigail McCrillis
Carter McGonagle
Connor McHenry
Abe Palme
Sophia Proulx
Alina Senasy
Jade Tibbetts
Wyatt Walker
Maggie Weeks
Sawyer Wheaton
Trent Whitaker
Tessa White

Grade 9 Honors
Ahmed Abdulzahra
Tia Aceto
Grace Amadon
Jared Burt
Jensen Burton
Myka Bush
Zackary Carlson
Ty Caron
Haley Chandler
Bayla Clark
Lia Collins
Stephen Connolly
Lyllyanna Cook
Doria Crockett
Oliver Dennis
Beckham Dezdel
Luella Dolley
Velina Doucette
Jesse Doyle
Sophia Emerson
Clara Finoia

Gorham High School 4th Quarter Honor Roll
Abrie French
Gianna Gakunzi
Bailey Grimard
Isabel Hamann
Annabelle Hatch
Wyland Herrick
Henry Hofmann
Toren Johnson
Samuel Joy
Madison Kindler
Anneka Kuntz
Alexander LaBarge
Piper LaClair
Fiona Lane
Brayden Logan
Drew McManus
Allison Merrow
Yanis Munyaneza
Precieuse Ngandu
Connor Pellegore
Grant Peters
Kasey Plaud
Nolan Plummer
Jackson Prunier
Ashlyn Pyle
Grayson Randall
Kenneth Reed
Aliza Rickett
Jackson Rousseau
Christopher Rumery
Isla Rutherford
Abram Sargent
Nathan Kelly-Schadow
Nora Schucker
Finnegan Senatore
Addison-Shane Spiller
Parker Thibault
Mackenzie Thompson
Laurali Vail
Whitney Varney
Eston Vogel
Emma Webster
Jeremy West
Nikolai Wilkins
Brielle Williamson
Ryleigh Wing
Dominic Woods

Grade 10 High Honors
Fatimah Almukhtar
Zachary Bourgoin
Lillian Burgos
Luna Button
Kayleigh Carlo
Sheila Casco

Hazel Dolley
Antoine Dube
Jordyn Fotter
Tyler Gendron
Bavin Hakizimana
Evan Hall
Kailey Hanscom
Rehoboth Kina
Madelaine Lampron
Maxwell Lodgek
Emily McLean
Elliana Miers
Larissa Moore
Ishami Munyaneza
Chloe Ndoli
Molly Peters
Evelyn Prather
Jasmine Radjabova
Milo Saucier
Isabelle Smith
Nevaeh Spiller
Annabelle Vail
Lola Vance
Aylla Vaughn
Isaiah Whitehead

Grade 10 Honors
Rigel Arlet
Ryan Bachner
Sara Brawn
Preston Brown
Kimarah Cajuste
Josh Castonguay
Myles Clark
Harrison Crider
Harvey Crider
Owen Cummings
Jack Cyr
Chloe Cyr
Liam Delaney
Bennett Deveaux
Erica Donnelly
Maia Downing
Liana Edwards
Lindsay Farquhar
Hunter Finck
Baxter Flagg
Annabelle Gilman
Eli Gow
Eddie Grimard
Abdulhalim Hakizimana
Isaac Hunter
Everett Hurder
Anna Johnson
Lily Keene

Claire Kennedy
Sean Kenny
Tyler Krouse
Daniel LaBarge
Gillian Lachance
Jackson Lavertu
Sofia Lembarra
Brandon Levesque
Audrey Livingston
Kylie Martorano
Jack Mesires
Drew Milligan
Logan Mills
Elsie Moreno
Tyler Morey
Rataj Nasr
Haylie Nicely
Anna Nichols
Samuel Ottoson
Kennady Peary
Astrid Daily Alfaro Perez
Keaton Pollard
Rowen Reed
Stephen Richards
Madison Rogers
Lauren Roy
Adriana Russo
Nicholas Sallinen
Madison Sampietro
Jack Sellick
Max Shvets
Abigail Stevens
Lucas Stover
Carter Taiani
Owen Todd
Elise Touch
Isaac Vail
Frank Veroneau
Charlotte Wallace
Kaitlyn Wallack
Cooper Whitehead
Alexa Whittemore
Henri Wichmann
Peyton Wilkins
Sarah Wilson
Londyn Wright

Grade 11 High Honors
Ali Abdulzahra
Hope Barney
Kaleigh Bauer
Gianna Berthiaume
Andrew Collins
Aubriana Cossitt
Grace Cunningham

Abigail Dalphonse
Mia Dodd
Logan Doughty
Aaron Dumais
Amelia Gephart
Sophie Giberson
Madison Hatch
Tabitha Lavigne
Gracen Roberts-Locke
Hanna Logan
Derek Luo
Lorisse Matta
Stella Moores
Maya Moores
Eleanor Morgan
Tyler Olson
Isabel Phinney
Terra Rioux
Addyson Simcock
Elizabeth Springer
Taylor Tenuta
Haley Vickery
Sawyer VonderHaar
Tobias Wane

Grade 11 Honors
Bryce Dipietrantonio
Colby Allie
Abigail Baker
Jay Banks
Miles Brenner
Abigail Buckelew
Addison Campbell
Eli Castles
Logan Chhoeung
Jocelyn Clark
Grayson Cole
Lena Cooley
Delaney Coyne
Cameron Cyr
Zoe Dellinger
Ava DeVinney
Bryce Dipietrantonio
Kasey Downes
Quinn Drake
Ariana Dukette
Lauren Dunbar
Isaiah Eling
Laurel Emerson
River Engelter
Katherine Gephart
Alexandria Gossen
Lucas Graham
Elle Hanley
Kristan Hirwa

Henry Holland
Colton Jenkins
Benjamin Keil
Reece Leclerc
Matthew Leo
Isabella McBrady
Tessa McNally
Nyssa Mocciola
Gavin Monkiewicz
Winni Moreland
Jessie Moreland
Olivia Nault
Rebecca Neumann
Liam O'Hora
Jacqueline Parenteau
Lucas Plowman
Garrett Poulin
Natalie Pouliot
Shawn Rumery
Tamia Lema-Santellan
Ruby Soule
Carson 
Southyvongnorath
William Sturm
Thomas Sylvia
Claudette Wesse
Atticus Whitten
Natalie Wilkins
Elle Woodman
Stella Wu
Preston Zwart

Grade 12 High Honors
Sofia Andrade
Brett Barney
Abigail Capponi
Abigail Chamberlin
Ashley Connolly
Katelyn Cyr
Patrick Downey
Gwyneth Dubail
Mason Finck
Aryana Flett
Piper Forgues
Hadley Foster
Lauren Fredette
Haley Frie
Cameron Gasbarrone
Bailey Hatch
Violet James
Kathryn LaPierre
Rebekah Libby
Samuel Merrow
Lindy Moreland
Amanda Morin

Timothy Nagle
Sarah Rosingana
Mina Sayed
Jacob Shvets
Natalie Smith
Owen Spera
Julie Stevens
Brooke Stevens
Madison Tibbals
Lily Tukey

Grade 12 Honors
Raiyah Babinsky
Emily Beal
Laura Burt
Joshua Cenate
Finnian Dermody
Lucia Dubail
Taylor Ernest
Emily Fadrigon
Meghan Gendron
Gabriel Harrington
Finn Henderson

Sophie Kaczmarek
Nicholas Kim
Alyssia Manchester
Jimena Perez Massa
Chafek Matta
Kayla McLean
Kayleigh Mitchell
Wyatt Nadeau
Amelia Olaru
Brooke Piawlock
Payson Plummer
Abrahim Rabbani
Claire Rancourt
Julia Reed
Aspenelle De Los Reyes
Celia Roy
Victoria Sands
Ella Senatore
Denali Tetrault
Payton Thibodeau
Vanessa Walker
Sarah Wilcox
Logan Wilson
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COMMUNITY
GRADUATIONS 
Lauren Fotter, Multidisciplinary Studies, Vermont State University, Randolph Center, 
Vermont 
Nolan Gava, Master Business Administration, Quinnipiac University, Hamden, Connecticut 
Shannon Grace Lawrence, summa cum laude, Dickinson College, Carlisle, Pennsylvania 
Lucia Pompeo, Bachelor of Science in Marketing, Quinnipiac University, Hamden, 
Connecticut

PRESIDENT'S LIST 
Lauren Fotter, Vermont State University, Randolph Center, Vermont 
Ambrosia Moore, Merrimack College, North Andover, Massachusetts

DEAN'S LIST 
George Allison, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine 
Hayden Anderson, highest honors, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 
Zeanna Barrera, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine 
Addison Canty, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine 
Jordan Castaldo, Valdosta State University, Valdosta, Georgia 
Ethan Castonguay, high honors, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 
Miranda Chasse, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 
Kayleigh Cloutier, highest honors, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 
Jasper Crane, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 
Madeline Fadrigan, high honors, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 
Olivia Hopkins, highest honors, University of New Hampshire, Durham, New Hampshire 
Ashton LeClerc, Roger Williams University, Bristol, Rhode Island 
Kaci N. Mollison, Saint Michael's College, Colchester, Vermont 
Grant Nadeau, Bates College, Lewiston, Maine 
Colby Tucker, Vermont State University, Randolph Center, Vermont 
Allison Violette, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine 
Morgan Walton, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine 
Cailyn Wheeler, University of New England, Biddeford and Portland, Maine

OF INTEREST 
The Art Studio Group from the Lakes Region Senior Center at the old Little Falls School is 
having an Art Show / Sale at the Baxter Library the month of July. Come by and enjoy the 
multi-media work of local artists.

Gorham Memorial VFW Post 10879 supports local veterans and their families through com-
munity service, patriotic programs, and veteran outreach. Meetings are held on the second 
Tuesday of each month at 5:30 p.m. at the Gorham Fire Station. FMI, vfwpost10879@
gmail.com, facebook.com/vfw10879, or call Quartermaster Jakob Bauder at (207) 607-
0370.

Cressey Road Christian Church will host a free concert featuring two-time Grammy 
Nominee Brad White. Brad’s performances use vocals, piano artistry, and the saxophone 
to bring humor, heart, and hymns of the generations together. Refreshments to follow. 
Wednesday, July 30 at 6 p.m. 81 Cressey Road. FMI https://cresseyrdcc.org/

The 50th Reunion of the Gorham High School Class of 1975 will take place on Saturday, 
August 30 from 4 - 9 p.m. at Red City Ale house, 8 Main Street, Windham. FMI: Contact 
Donna (207) 831-2203 or Diane (207) 756-3740.

NEIGHBORS HELPING NEIGHBORS  
Free Bucket Step Garden, user friendly, minimal bending ,water available. Just bring  
plants or seeds. FMI & Application: Lorraine lindcabin@mail.com  church 839-3111. 

The Gorham Medical Loan Closet is available to Gorham residents in need of medical 
equipment temporarily. Wheelchairs, walkers, canes and scooters are just some of the 
items available. The closet is only open Monday thru Thursday, and only by appoint-
ment. Call Gerry Day at (207) 756-2210 or (207) 839-3859. 

The Mission of Hope Clothes Closet is open the first and third Saturday of each month 
from 9 a.m. to noon at Cressey Road Christian Church on Cressey Road to anyone who 
needs clothing. The Closet also takes donations of clean clothing, and now has all types 
and sizes of spring and summer clothing. Share a cup of coffee with the staff while you 
browse. 

The Gorham Food Pantry, located at 299-B Main Street (parking lot of St. Anne’s 
Catholic Church) is open every Thursday morning from 10 a.m. to noon and is free for 
any Gorham resident in need. FMI, (207) 222-4351, visit www.gorhamfoodpantry.org or 
contact the director at director@gorhamfoodpantry.org

PUBLIC SUPPERS  
Living Waters Church on Parker Farm Road in Buxton will hold a Haddock Supper 
Buffet on Saturday, July 26 at 5 p.m. Suggested donation: $10 adults, $5 child, $20 fam-
ily. Take out containers optional. 

"Summer Thursdays" Weekly Food Truck Festival is in Gorham at the Little Falls 
Recreation Area every Thursday from June 26 until Aug. 28 with a rotating weekly line 
up from 4 - 8 p.m. at 664 Gray Road in Gorham. Learn more at gorhammaine.org (207) 
222-1620. 

LIBRARY NEWS  
Baxter House Museum at 67 South Street is open from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m., Tuesdays and 
Thursdays during the months of June, July, and August. FMI: (207) 222-1190.

The North Gorham Public Library's morning Book Club will meet Monday, July 28 from 
11 a.m. to noon. The group is reading "How to Read a Book" by Monica Wood. All are 
welcome to join even if you weren’t able to read the book. The Library is open Monday 
3 – 6 p.m, Tuesday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Wednesday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m. and 3 – 6 p.m., 
Thursday and Friday closed, Saturday 10 a.m. – 1 p.m., Sunday closed. Story Hour is 
every Wednesday 10:30 – 11:30 a.m. FMI: (207) 892-2575.

Baxter Memorial Library hours are 9 a.m. - 4 p.m. on Mondays and Fridays, 9 a.m. to 
7 p.m. on Tuesdays, Wednesdays, and Thursdays, 9 a.m. to 1 p.m. on Saturdays, and 
closed on Sundays. FMI: (207) 222-1190.
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Now Hiring 
Laborers
with CDL

Screened Loam
& Reclaim

Delivered or 
Loaded

839-7955
www.shawearthworks.com

     

BUSINESS DIRECTORY

CLASSIF IEDS
Pampered care for petite paws for small dogs in our home. Just like your home 
you can travel rest assured that your pup will have lots of love, socialization and 
be safe. At our cozy haven your pup becomes a cherished member of our pack 
without the use of gates or crates. With a spacious fenced in backyard and dog proof 
interior we ensure a safe and comfortable environment. 19 years and insured. Dog 
walks weather permitting and if pup enjoys. We also offer day care on Tuesday and 
Wednesday. Many dogs need socialization time - call or text Lorie (207) 838-0132. 
http://www.smalldogscare.com/		

Painting Special - Get your home ready for Spring by using our "Fall Painting 
Special".  We will paint any 3 rooms for you (up to 12'X15'), walls and ceilings 
included.  Price includes minor prep work on walls prior to painting. Labor and 
materials are included for only $995.00.  All you do is pick your colors.  We have 
endless references and are a fully insured Family-Owned Business since 1970.  
Webber Painting, Standish (207) 671-3556.				  

4

Send calendar items, public service announcements and events to 
Lori Arsenault, public service coordinator: loriaam@gmail.com

Thursday, July 17 
Food Trucks at the Little Falls Recreation area, 4 - 8 p .m. 
Baxter Memorial Library  
	 Book Group: Spoon River Anthology, 10:15 a.m. 
	 STEAM Thursday, diving into science, tech, engineering, art, and math, 2 - 3 p.m.

Monday, July 21 
Baxter Memorial Library presents Petite Picasso, exploring the arts. 10 - 11 a.m.

Tuesday, July 22 
Baxter Memorial Library, Pirate RPG, for elementary-age and up, 2 - 3:30 p.m. 
Gazebo Concert from 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 23 
Baxter Memorial Library, Books and Bubbles (on the lawn), 10 - 10:30 a.m. 
Cherry Hill Farmers Market, 2 - 6 p.m.

Thursday, July 24 
Baxter Memorial Library  
	 Art in the Park, 10 - 11 a.m. 
Author Event with Miriam I. Rimkunas discussing her new novel, "Survivor Concentrate: 
An Apocalyptic Fable." 6 p.m.

Monday, July 28 
Baxter Memorial Library presents Petite Picasso exploring the arts, 10 - 11 a.m.

Tuesday, July 29 
Baxter Memorial Library's Pirate RPG for elementary-age kids and up, 2 - 3 p.m. 
Gazebo Concert from 6 - 7:30 p.m.

Wednesday, July 30 
Baxter Memorial Library, Books and Bubbles (on the lawn), 10 - 10:30 a.m. 
Cherry Hill Farmers Market, 2 - 6 p.m. 
Cressey Road Christian Church free concert featuring Brad White, 6 p.m.

Thursday, July 31 
Baxter Memorial Library STEAM Thursday, diving into science, technology, engineering, 
art,  and math, 2 - 3 p.m. 
Food Trucks at the Little Falls Recreation area, 4 - 8 p .m.

CALENDAR

Spring Painting Special
Free your home from its old look!

3 rooms (up to 12'x15' each) Only $995.
Walls and Ceilings, (minor prep work on walls 
prior to paiting), Materials and Labor included.

 Pick your colors & let us do the work!
 Webber Painting
 STANDISH - 207-671-3556

Hall's Wild Blueberries 

Lakes Region Art Show at 
Baxter Library
John Tiedje, Staff Writer

View a group of local artists showcasing a variety of mediums at the Baxter Library, in Gorham, in July.
Photo Credit: John Tiedje

This month the Baxter Memorial 
Library is showcasing art from the 
Lakes Region Art Studio which is part 
of the Lakes Region Senior Center. 
The center can be found in the Little 
Falls Recreation Center off of Rt. 202. 

The studio is a drop-in group that meets 
every Wednesday afternoon around 12:30 
p.m. It’s open to anyone wanting to paint, 
draw, or construct in a visual medium. 
The artists bring their own material. 

There, artists rub elbows with like-mind-
ed creatives in a supportive, casual atmo-
sphere. The group has existed for several 
years, and accepts new members through 
the Recreation Program for $40 per year.

This show features a collection of art from 
the participants. You’ll see watercolors, 
acrylic and oil paintings, collages, hand-
made books and drawings. Almost all the 
pieces are for sale. So, drop by the library and 
get a good sampling from our local artists.

Do you have a skill to offer the Gorham 
Times. We might have a volunteer 
opportunity for you. Contact: edi-

tor@gorhamtimes.com. Include “GT 
Volunteer” in the subject line, or call 

Lori at (207) 415-1979.

The Town of Gorham is once again offering a property tax assistance 
program to the town’s senior residents, with a required minimum age of 
sixty five to apply. Homeowners and renters are equally eligible, and there 
is a requirement for proof of either property taxes paid or of rent paid in 
Gorham throughout the previous calendar year. The  deadline for applica-
tions is August 1st. The forms are available at the town office, or at the fol-
lowing link: https://tinyurl.com/2u4tksvm
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Courtesy of the Gorham Police Department

Dispatch received a report of a dog on the 
loose in the area of Beal’s Ice Cream on 
Main St. Officer checked the area but did 
not find any loose animals. This later turned 
out to be because the caller had actually 
caught the dog and was bringing it to GPD. 
Officer subsequently met them at the station 
and took the dog into custody. He was a 
large, overfed, very friendly, but stubborn, 
brown-colored mix breed. The location was 
not near many houses, and officer did not 
find any dogs registered in the area. He was 
subsequently taken to the ARL in Westbrook.

Two officers participated in a family night at 
Village School. Officers ran a fingerprinting 
station. No issues with lots of people.

Caller wondered why officers were knocking 
on her door earlier. Gorham PD had not been 
at that address. Dispatch called Scarborough 
PD and their officers had accidentally gone 
to the Gorham side of Burnham Road and 
not the Scarborough side. Officer called 
the individual and made her aware and she 
was all set. These are the solar sales people 
again. They were GOA (gone on arrival).

Caller recently found a bulletproof vest while 
cleaning out a property. He was not sure what 
to do with the vest. Officer told him he could 
drop off the vest at the police department 
and we could dispose of it. Individual 

will drop off the bulletproof vest at police 
department sometime this week. Update: the 
bullet proof vest is currently in a storage unit.

Officer was dispatched to an Attempt to 
Locate on a white 4Runner. Caller stated it 
was all over the roadway. Officer located the 
vehicle at the Nouria on Gray Road. The 
vehicle was at one of the gas pumps. Officer 
approached the vehicle’s occupants who were 
pumping gas. Officer was notified that an 
individual was driving and had gotten her 
learner’s permit less than two weeks ago. 
She showed Officer her Maine ID, and she 
showed a picture of her learner’s permit. 
They were then released from the scene.

Main Street shop manager reported he 
found a shotgun shell on a shelf and didn’t 
know what to do with it. Officer advised 
that the department did not need it for 
anything and it could be thrown away.

Officer checked on an older gentleman sitting 
on the bench in the upper parking lot. He 
introduced himself as being from Buxton and 
usually walks every day in various locations. 
Officer introduced himself and created a call 
for service. He was not causing an issue but 
Officer did ask that if individual saw kids 
out at class or recess to not walk through 
that area so as not to cause a disruption. 
He thanked me and continued his walk.

CryptoVerse Solution by A. Logophile

MY  COUNTRY'S  SKY  IS  BLUER  THAN  THE  OCEAN, 

AND  SUNLIGHT  BEAMS  ON  CLOVER  AND  ON  PINE. 

BUT  OTHER  LANDS  HAVE  SUNLIGHT  AND  CLOVER

AND SKIES EVERYWHERE ARE  AS  BLUE  AS  MINE.    

KELLEY SKILLIN-SMITH, BROKER
380 MAIN STREET, GORHAM, ME
207-632-0813
KELLEY@KELSELLS207.COM
#KELSELLS207

REALTOR KELLEY’S PUP OF THE MONTH:

To find out more information about Rain
please visit www.harvesthills.org.

FOCUSING ON GREATER PORTLAND TO THE LAKES REGION AND ALL POINTS IN BETWEEN

MEET RAIN! Rain is an 8 year old hound mix. 
After a rough start, Rain is ready to start the best 
part of his life! He’s the sweetest boy and loves 
to be pet and snuggled. Rain really needs a quiet 
home, as he startles easily and it’s heartbreaking 
to see. Rain could do well with another calm dog 
but we believe he would do best in a cat free 
home.home.

F I R S T  C H O I C E  R E A L T Y

Summer in Gorham
Gorham Times Staff

Gorham summer weekly activities include, from top left clockwise, Tuesdays, Gazebo Concerts from 6 to 
7:30 p.m.; Wednesday Farmers Market next to Sebago Brewing on Main St. from 2 to 6 p.m.; Thursday, 
Food Trucks at the Little Falls Recreational area off the Gray Road from 4 to 8 p.m.; and Saturday the 
Farmers Market in the parking lot behind the library from 8:30 to 12:30 p.m.. Enjoy!

Photo Credit: Roger Marchand
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88..9999 APR1

%
rates as low as
Lock in with

egcu.org/sun

Rated 4.7 Stars
as of 04/15/25as of 6/1/25

Scan to apply 
or call
207-221-5000

Fixed-rate 
Credit Card

1 Annual Percentage Rate as of 03/03/2025. Not all applicants will qualify for the lowest 
rate or be approved. Promotion and rate subject to change without notice, foreign 

transaction fees may apply. For more information, visit egcu.org/credit.  

 

LEARN ABOUT ADVERTIZING IN THE GORHAM TIMES AT 
GORHAMTIMES.COM/ADVERTISING

All in on Maine.
AND WE’RE ALL IN ON GORHAM.

For us, community banking 
means helping Maine families, 
businesses, and communities 
reach their financial goals.
Learn more at maine.bank.

64 Main Street, Gorham (207) 839-4450


